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 Gra-Neva Gram

WINTER TOURING HAS 
SOME CHALLENGES



This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A's, the Grass 
Valley/Nevada City Chapter of the Model A Ford 
Club of America (MAFCA). Feel free to use 
information here, with credit.  

Club members may place a business card size 
advertisement  in this newsletter for a small fee; 
contact the Treasurer. 

OFFICERS 2025 
President Aaron Johnson     530-477-5856 
Vice-President  Calvin Campbell     530-613-3699 
Treasurer          Jan Elliott     310-809-2438 
Editor  Bill Yanko     530-432-2579 
Secretary Sandy Yanko     530-432-2579 
Membership Gary Spencer     510-502-9329 
Tour Directors Ryck Johnson     530-268-8813 
  Gary Spencer     510-502-9329 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2025 
ACCC  Bill Mitchell      530-273-1620 
Asst. Editor Shania Pacheco     530-566-9332                                  
B'days/Anniv. Jennifer Johnson    530-477-5856 
Historian Bill Mitchell      530-273-1620 
Publicity Donna Lichti      530-559-5368 
Sunshine Jennifer Johnson    530-477-5856 
Sheriff  Steve Straw      530-432-9132 
Technical Steve Turnsk          530-277-1922 
Webmaster Bill Yanko      530-432-2579 

GRA-NEVA GRAM 
Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 PM.  We welcome all guests. 
Check our Newsletter for location. 

If you are interested in membership in MAFCA, write 
to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA 90631 or 
go to https://www.mafca.com/membership.html. 

*Not affiliated with Ford Motor Company 

Items for the newsletter  can be emailed to: 
byanko@mac.com 

Check our Website at: granevaas.com  
for past newsletters 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
For January/February 2025

It sure has been chilly, clear and dry, but chilly.  
How many of you run some kind of heater?  
Options are endless.  Manifold, charcoal foot 
warmer, electric under the seat material, old 
fashioned heater core, Mr. buddy?  Who does 
What?  I tend to wear a heavy hat, gloves, 
long John’s, and my Costco Orvis pants that 
are flannel lined.  The family and I have been 
busy.  Went on a great Jeep adventure and 
kept the guide.  It will be a future Model A run.  
I just have to connect the paved roads, unless 
everyone is adventurous.  I have exciting info 
coming on the Museum cars I will share at the 
meeting.  And through the grace of someone, I 
got Bruce Davis’ A400 legally registered to me.  
Only took since March.  So in the meantime 
stay warm, and we’ll all talk soon. 

Godspeed, 
AJ
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Preview:  This newsletter contains two articles reprinted in full from other newsletters. The Model A 
Touring Club (https://modelatouring.club/) did a tour of northwester US and into Canada this past summer.  
Four of our Gra-Neva A's members joined the tour, Ryck & Linda Johnson and Randy & Janet Webb.  
Janet authored an article about the Tour for the MATC newsletter, The Milepost.  Janet's article is reprinted 
here on p. 8.  As one might expect, there were some mechanical problems encountered on a trip like this.  
With one of the more serious problems, members of the Calgary Stampede City Model A Club came to the 
rescue.  An article from their club newsletter by Mike Hill and Al Shannon describing the repairs is also 
reprinted here on p. 13  The lead-in header to this article contains some additional links to information 
about the tour and the Calgary Model A Club.  International cooperation is alive and well in the Model A 
clubs!

mailto:byanko@mac.com
http://granevaas.com
https://modelatouring.club/


          Happy 
     Birthday    
               January   
                1/3  Danielle Alfaro  
                1/3  Jennifer Johnson  
                1/4            Debbie Luckinbill 
                1/9  Gary Spencer  
              1/20  Bobbie Whiting  
              1/24  Louise Baerresen  
              1/24  Virginia Campbell  
  
              February   
              2/10            Tish Buti 
              2/14  Welden Travis  
              2/16  Jan Elliott  
              2/24  Steve Turnsk  
              2/26  Steve Straw  

   Anniversary
   Celebrations
      January  
         1/27  Bill & Sandy Yanko 
  
        February  
         2/27  Tim & Sally Walker 

     HAVES & WANTS 
Phil Starr is looking for 

shifting fork pins  
530-477-8277 
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Sharon 
Says…

Member's Page

Laughter is sunshine, it 
chases winter from the 

human face

Victor Hugo. Les Miserables.  1674

Let it snow Let it 
snow⛄ ⛄  

We’re staying in. 
Roads icy.  

Happy New Year 
to you all and 
I miss you!!



Editor's Notes 
         

The	beginning	of	a	new	year	always	seems	
like	a	3me	to	reflect.	One	of	my	musings	was	
"What	is	a	club?"	That	sounds	like	a	simple	
ques3on.		A	dic3onary	defini3on	is	an	
associa3on	or	organiza3on	dedicated	to	a	
par3cular	interest	or	ac3vity.		In	our	case	it's	
an	interest	&	love	of	classic	an3que	cars,	
especially	the	Ford	Model	A,	that	brings	us	
together.		But	as	3me	goes	by	and	many	
members	start	to	learn	more	about	each	
other,	friendships	begin	to	develop	that	go	
beyond	just	the	car.		With	that	line	of	thinking	
in	mind,	I	thought	it	might	be	fun	to	use	the	
NewsleMer	to	help	contribute	to	the	general	
camaraderie	of	the	club.		Our	first	aMempt	is	
an	ar3cle	in	this	issue	contributed	by	Kris3	
Turnsk	(p.	14).		I	think	you	will	enjoy	it.		If	you	
have	any	ideas,	let	us	know.		How	about	
publishing	the	Super	Saturday	soup	recipes?		

We	have	other	exci3ng	news	for	2025.		The	
Gra-Neva	Gram	staff	has	doubled	in	size.		
Please	welcome	Shania	Pacheco	as	our	new	
Assistant	Editor.			Shania	will	be	helping	with	
some	newsleMer	layout	and	also	exploring	
how	we	can	use	other	venues,	such	as	
Facebook	or	other	social	networking	sites,	to	
spread	the	word	about	our	club.		All	Model	A	
clubs	and	MAFCA	recognize	the	importance	
of	aMrac3ng	younger	people	to	this	hobby	
and	this	may	be	one	way	to	help.			

Enjoy, 
      Bill 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  
Italic print dates show events of general interest

1/23/25: Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM at 
Trailblazer Pizza. 6:00 PM for those who 
want to order dinner before meeting. 

2/10/25:  5 Mile House & Lake Tour

Monday, February 10th.  Meet 10:15 AM at 
Target parking lot .  We’ll drive up Hwy 20 
and then down to Scott’s Flat to take a look 
at the lake. Then back up to the 5 Mile 
House for lunch. The new owner there has 
great food in a beautiful setting. Please let 
Gary and Janet know if you want to go.

2/27/25: Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM at 
Trailblazer Pizza. 6:00 PM for those who 
want to order dinner before meeting.  


****************************************************

Cars and Coffee - every Saturday at Target GV 
from 8-10 AM  

Also at Mel’s in Auburn on Wednesdays from 
6-9 pm. And you get your dinner discounted. 
Outdoor and indoor seating. It’s fun!!  

Technical Assistance

 Gra-Neva Gram
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For Model A 
Assistance  Call 

Steve Turnsk


 530-277-1922 



RON'S TECH TIP 
This month's tip is from Jim Cannon at MAFCA.   
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SOUPER  SATURDAY 2024 

Attending: The Harmses, Spencers, Yankos, Campbells, 
Dan Wagner, Luckinbills, Lichtis, Ryck Johnsons,  Denise 
Hugenberger, Bob Ambrose & guest,  Steve Straw, 
Steens, Roy Lebeck, Steve Turnsk,  Aaron Johnson 
family, Mitchells,  Wayne Buti, & Shania Pacheco. 

After enjoying a great

selection of soups,  AJ

convened a brief 

meeting to nominate 

club officers for 2025.

Calvin Campbell 

announced the 

nominees and 

conducted the election.

President: AJ Johnson,

ViP: Calvin Campbell,

Secretary: Sandy Yanko,

Treasurer: Jan Elliott,

Membership: Gary Spencer

, and Co-Tour Directors:

 Ryck Johnson and Gary 

Spencer. Volunteers for Service positions:  Assistant 
Editor, Shania Pacheco, Birthday's/Anniversaries, 
Jennifer Johnson, Historian, Bill Mitchell; Publicity, Donna

Lichti;  Sheriff, Steve 
Straw; Technical, Steve 
Turnsk; Webmaster, Bill 
Yanko.  

Bill Yanko
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CHRISTMAS  
PARTY 2024

     It was a cold, dark and dreary evening as rain fell on the foggy, winding streets of Alta Sierra.  
Unseen dangers seemed to lurk in the shadows around every corner.  Then suddenly the lights of 
the Timbers Bar & Grill at Alta Sierra Country Club started to penetrate the gloom, inviting travelers 
to visit.  We had arrived at the Gra-Neva A's Xmas Dinner.  We knew all was well now.  It was warm 
and cozy inside and the party was just beginning.  

     Ok, so I won't win the Bulwer-Lytton Contest, but we did have a great dinner and pleasant 
evening with our Model A friends.  The 2025 Club Board was installed, looking strangely similar to 
the 2024 Board.  The new face on the Board is Calvin Campbell assuming the Vice President 
position.  And Shania Pacheco was introduced as the new Assistant Newsletter Editor.    

     Attending the celebration were:  Bob Ambrose & Gail, Ron & Lois Bianchini, Wayne & Tish Buti, 
Calvin Campbell, Jan & Buzz Elliott, Kay & Vern Harms, Denise Hugenberger, Aaron, Jennifer & Adler 
Johnson, Bill & Karen Mitchell, Jim & LaVonne Mullin, Linda Johnson, Janet & Gary Spencer, Avery & 
Bill Steen, Ed Steel & Shania Pacheco, Phil & Ann Starr, Steve Straw, Weldon Travis & Tondrea 
Stewart, Steve & Kristi Turnsk, Dan Wagner, Randy & Janet Webb, Bill & Sandy Yanko.


Bill Yanko
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Page 4 The Milepostmodelatouring.club

USCAN Tour
By Janet Webb

The Model A Touring Club’s latest tour concluded in 
Leavenworth Washington on September 26 of this 
year. Tour-goers enjoyed the picture-perfect back 
roads of Washington, Idaho, and Montana before 
crossing the US border into British Columbia Canada. 
After entering Canada, the group met up with organiz-

ers Bob and Marilynn Krause of Canada who were not 
able to cross the US border due to medical restrictions. 
Bob and Marilyn arranged for a fun luncheon before 
our first night in Canada where our destination was 
Radium Hot Springs. Our two night stay in Radium Hot Springs offered a 

day of leisure where some of the tour-goers toured a 
lumber plant. The remote location also gave the group 
a glimpse of wild life. A herd of long horn sheep was 
spotted outside the hotel. 

Model A’s Parked at Enzian Inn in Leavenworth, WA

Dressed for Radium Hot Springs Lumber Plant Tour 

Model A’s Parked at Prestigue Hotel thrilled onlookers

Bill Yanko
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Page 5 The Milepostmodelatouring.club

USCAN tour continued from page 4

Along the way, there were fun stops planned for the 
group. One such stop was near Salmon Arm BC where 
we enjoyed a tour at Three Valley Gap, a property 

with a train and auto museum. It was a rainy day and 
we enjoyed a BBQ dinner indoors. The rain stopped 
briefly as the group hopped into a train car where we 
toured the grounds. BC.
We had rain several of the days of the tour. 

Group Poses in Train Car in Three Valley Gap

Earlier that rainy day as we began to 
cross the Canadian Rockies, we were told 
to stop at the town of Golden to gas up 
before moving on. There were no gas sta-
tions between Golden and Revelstoke. 
The surprised towns folks were thrilled 
when they looked up to see our 90 year 
old cars at every pump in the gas station. 

Model A’s Fill up Gas Station in Golden BC

Bill Yanko

Bill Yanko
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Page 6 The Milepostmodelatouring.club

 from page 5
Sometimes the adventure is under the hood. Dur-
ing the tour, a few breakdowns happened. Tim 
Murdoch, the trouble truck driver kept busy rescu-

ing sick Model A’s. Here’s the trailer loaded with 
the Clausen’s beautiful 1931 Model A  Cabriolet. Its 
twin, the Eich’s 31 Cabriolet would also get a ride on 
the tow trailer. 

Here is the ambitious gang of Model A’ers repairing the Cabriolet  in the hotel parking lot in One Hundred 
Mile House.  Terri Padgett’s Radio Flyer would also get a few rides on Tim’s trouble trailer. More about that 
on page 11.

Bill Yanko
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Page 7 The Milepostmodelatouring.club

We were greeted outside our hotel in Jasper 
national park with this sunrise and snow-capped 
peaks that were not there the previous day. 
Jasper was recovering from a horrific fire which 
burned for 6 weeks in the summer months. 
Thankfully, they were still able to accommodate 
our group and despite some fire scars and plenty 
of fire damage in the town, Jasper exceeded ex-
pectations. The surprising cold weather required 
some extra bundling up as we ventured from 
Jasper to Lake Louise. 

Sunrise at Jasper National Park 

Mary and Stanley Nicks pose in front of  their Roadster. Brr. 

We were greeted at our hotel in Lake Louise with 
a special treat. We were joined by members of the 
Calgary Stampede Model A Club who arranged 
for a gathering at a parking lot near our hotel. 
Our Model A’s, along with those from Calgary 
were staged for a photo shoot. To make it even 
more memorable, they arranged for a fully uni-
formed member of the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police to pose in the photos. The group enjoyed 
meeting each other and swapping stories. We 
talked about the trip, the beautiful area, and our 
cherished antique Fords.

Bill Yanko
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Page 8 The Milepostmodelatouring.club

The tour concluded where it started, in Leavenworth Washington with a goodbye dinner.

Linda and Ryck Johnson Pose at the goodbye dinner Model A’s Loaded on Trailers Ready to Go Home

Touring  Websites
For more detailed information about the USCAN 
tour and other MATC Tours, don’t forget to visit 
our website at ModelATouring.club. There you will 
find videos and blog posts showcasing our club. It is 
written for folks who might be interested in Model A 
Fords and our club 

Pat Burbank also has a travel blog that showcases 
MATC tours. Check it out at  
https://jayspatsadventures.blog/. 

Bill Yanko
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The article below is reprinted from the Calgary Stampede City Model A Ford Club Newsletter describing 
maintenance assistance provided to one of the tour cars during the trip.  Following are two additional links 
about maintenance and repairs during the USCAN tour.   

                     https://modelatouring.club/category/tours/          https://www.scmafc.ca

Bill Yanko
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When	our	newsle,er	editor	suggested	I	write	a	general	interest	column	for	the	Gra-Neva	
Gram,	my	first	ques>on	to	myself	was	"To	whom	would	it	be	of	interest?	Everyone	at	
once	or	a	handful	of	folks	at	a	>me?"		Since	I	have	really	no	idea,	I	will	en>tle	ar>cles	I	
write	"Mildly	Interes>ng	Thoughts	from	a	Moderately	Educated	Club	Member".		And	
please	note,	I	am	not	officially	a	writer,	though	maybe	an	occasional	poet	and	a	
frustrated	ar>st	who	paints	on	walls.	

So,	why	contribute	any	crea>ve	wri>ng		at	all?	As	this	is	a	Model	A	Club,	I	feel	the	need	
to	first	say	something	about	old	cars;	Intake	manifold,	Tillotson	carburetor,	exhaust	
system,	radiator	cap.	There!!	Onto	the	rest	of	the	ar>cle.	

This	>me	of	year	reminds	us	to	make	what	we	call,	New	Year's	Resolu>ons.	(Oh	Pee-
Yooo.	Is	she	really	going	to	talk	about	that?)		We	once	again	vow	to		do	something	
differently	in	the	coming	year.	I	decided	when	I	was	thirty	years	old	to	set	only	a,ainable	
goals,	thereby	reducing	my	anxiety.	One	year	I	vowed	to	kill	fewer	plants!	I	was	
successful!	One	year	I	was	determined	to	be	more	pa>ent	with	family	members.	Also	
doable!	Yes,	I	worked	more	exercise	into	my	daily	life,	but	no	marathons.	Healthier	diet?	
I	looked	over	a	macrobio>c	cookbook	and	took	a	class.	In	the	class	I	learned	how	to	stuff	
a	turnip	and	make	lumps	of	wheat	gluten	into	li,le	"steaks".	Woooo-hoooo!	

Last	year	I	decided	to	get	more	organized.	It	took	me	un>l	August	to	sort	out	my	bead	
collec>on,	but	hey,	I	did	it!	This	year	I	want	to	capture	on	canvas,	my	friend	Pam.	If	I	only	
get	her	eyes	and	teeth	represented	a	bit,	I	will	be	happy.	(	She	said	that's	just	fine	and	
laughed.	If	the	rest	of	her	face	looks	kind	of	baboonish	on	my	canvas,	she	won't	mind)	
On	that	same	theme	of	crea>vity,	maybe	this	year,	I	will	have	a	pre[er,	>dier	garden	
with	fewer	weeds.	I	can	totally	do	that!	

If	you	think	back	to	a	famous	fellow	by	the	name	of	Andy	Rooney,	at	the	end	of	a	T.V.	
show	called	60	Minutes,	you	may	recall	chuckling	at	his	whiny	commentaries.		He	talked	
ten	minutes	once	about	the	various	stages	of	a	disappearing	bar	of	soap.		The	basic	
ques>on	he	put	to	his	audience	was	at	what	point	do	you	give	up	the	sharp	li,le	wafer	
that	used	to	be	a	full	bar	of	soap?	I	was	a	big	fan	of	Andy	Rooney's.	Maybe	these	
musings	of	mine	are	at	least	half	as	interes>ng	as	Andy's	bar	of	soap.	I	surely	hope	so.	

Kris>	Turnsk	

Kristi's Korner

Mildly	Interes-ng	Thoughts	from	a	Moderately	Educated	Club	Member	

 Gra-Neva Gram

Bill Yanko
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HANGOVER TOUR 
JANUARY 1, 2025 

Gary & Janet Spencer

We had 19 people come along on the hangover tour 2025. 
Under cloudy sky’s we drove over backroads on the way to 
the Spencer home. After enjoying an eggnog, a delicious 
buffet lunch was served, followed by a pleasant social time 
with lots of visiting.  
Thanks to all that attended and made the day very 
enjoyable.  
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SOUPER	SATURDAY	MEETING	MINUTES	
Gra-Neva	Model	A	Club	
Calvary	Bible	Church	
November	23,	2024	

CALL	TO	ORDER:		President	Aaron	Johnson	called	the	mee3ng	to	order.		He	thanked	all	of	the	hosts	who	planned	this	
mee3ng	and	made	it	so	fes3ve;		Kay	and	Vern	Harms,	Janet	and	Gary	Spencer	and	Virginia	and	Calvin	Campbell.	
A	special	thanks	went	to	the	Harms	for	reserving	the	room	in	the	Calvary	Bible	Church	for	our	mee3ng.		
He	complimented	everyone	on	the	great	food	they	brought	to	this	special	mee3ng.	

REPORTS:	
PRESIDENT:		He	made	an	announcement	that	former	club	member,	Marty	Clampit	is	moving	and	is	selling	some	
shirts	which	Aaron	has	brought	to	the	mee3ng.		Steve	Straw	added	that	Marty	is	also	selling	car	parts	and	Steve	can	
take	you	to	see	and	purchase	these	parts.		Aaron	announced	that	the	Placer	County	Proba3on	Department	is	
conduc3ng	the	“Shop	with	a	Cop”	program	this	year	to	help	children	and	asked	for	dona3ons	for	the	“Shop	with	a	
Cop”	patches.			

QUILT	RAFFLE:		The	beau3ful	Model	A	quilt	made	by	Janet	Spencer	and	Kay	Harms	was	raffled	off	today.	
Steve	Turnsk	is	the	winner	of	the	quilt.	

ELECTION	OF	BOARD	MEMBERS:		Chair	of	the	nomina3ng	commiOee,	Calvin	Campbell	announced	the	slate	of	
officers	for	2025.		President-Aaron	Johnson,	Vice	President-Calvin	Campbell,	Secretary-Sandy	Yanko,		
Treasurer-Jan	EllioO,	Editor-Bill	Yanko,	Membership-Gary	Spencer,	Tour	Directors-Gary	Spencer	and	Ryck	Johnson.		
	A	vote	was	called	for	and	the	Slate	of	Officers	was		approved	unanimously	approved	by	the	members.		Calvin	then	
announced	the	Services	posi3ons	that	are	filled.		Assistant	Editor-Shania	Pacheco,	Birthdays/Anniversary’s-Jennifer	
Johnson,	Historian-Bill	Mitchell,	Publicity-Donna	Lich3,	Sunshine-Jennifer	Johnson,	Sheriff-Steve	Straw,	Technical-
Steve	Turnsk,	Webmaster-Bill	Yanko.	

TECHNICAL:		Calvin	Campbell	told	a	great	story	about	ge^ng	his	Model	A	truck	smog	checked	by	Carl’s	Smog	in	Grass	
Valley.		It	didn’t	come	out	very	clean.		
		
ANNOUNCEMENTS:			Club	Christmas	Dinner:	Everyone	was	reminded	that	the	Club	Christmas	Dinner	will	be	on	
December	12	at	the	Alta	Sierra	Country	Club.		There	will	be	a	happy	hour	with	no	host	bar	star3ng	at	5:30	pm	and	
dinner	will	be	served	at	6:30.		If	anyone	s3ll	needs	to	sign	up	and	pay	they	can	give	money	to	Kay	Harms	today.		She	
will	also	accept	dues	payment	now	for	2025.	
Hangover	Tour:		This	will	be	hosted	by	Janet	and	Gary	Spencer	at	their	home	on	January	1.		We	will	hear	more	details	
at	the	Christmas	dinner.	

ADJOURNMENT:		Aaron	adjourned	the	mee3ng	at	1:40	pm.	

Respeceully	submiOed,	
Sandy	Yanko,	Secretary	

	ATTENDEES:		Janet	&	Gary	Spencer,	Virginia	&	Calvin	Campbell,	Sandy	&	Bill	Yanko,	Denise	Hugenberger,	Roy	Lebeck,	
Steve	Straw,	Vern	&	Kay	Harms,	Aaron,	Jennifer	&	Adler	Johnson,	Shania	Pacheco,	Karen	&	Bill	Mitchell,	Ryck	&	Linda	
Johnson,	Bill	&	Avon	Steen,	Don	and	Donna	Lich3,	Doug	Giles,	Jim	and	Debbie	Luckinbill,	Bob	Ambrose	&	???,	Steve	
Turnsk,	Wayne	Bu3,	Dan	Wagner.	
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GENERAL	MEETING	MINUTES	
Gra-Neva	Model	A	Club	
Alta	Sierra	Country	Club	
December	12,	2024	

Annual	Christmas	Dinner	Party	

CALL	TO	ORDER:					President	Aaron	Johnson	called	the	mee3ng	to	order	at	7:30	pm.	

NEW	BUSINESS:			The	new	club	officers	for	2025	were	introduced	and	Kay	Harms	
administered	the	oath	of	office	to	all.		The	officers	for	2025	are:	

President	-	Aaron	Johnson	
Vice	President	-	Calvin	Campbell	

Treasurer	-	Jan	EllioJ	
Secretary	-	Sandy	Yanko	

Membership	-	Gary	Spencer	
Co-Tour	Directors	-	Ryck	Johnson	and	Gary	Spencer	

Editor	-	Bill	Yanko	

ADJOURNMENT:		The	mee3ng	was	adjourned	by	Aaron	at	7:45	pm.	

RespecUully	submiJed,	
Sandy	Yanko,	Secretary	

	ATTENDEES:		Bob	Ambrose	&	????,	Ron	&	Lois	Bianchini,	Wayne	&	Tish	Bu3,	Calvin	
Campbell,	Jan	&	Buzz	EllioJ,	Kay	&	Vern	Harms,	Denise	Hugenberger,	Aaron,	Jennifer	&	
Adler	Johnson,	Bill	&	Karen	Mitchell,	Jim	&	LaVonne	Mullin,	Linda	Johnson,	Janet	&	Gary	
Spencer,	Avery	&	Bill	Steen,	Ed	Steel	&	Shania	Pacheco,	Phil	&	Ann	Starr,	Steve	Straw,		
Weldon	Travis	&	Tondrea	Stewart,	Steve	&	Kris3	Turnsk,	Dan	Wagner,	Randy	&	Janet	
Webb,	Bill	&	Sandy	Yanko	

		

Bill Yanko
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