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Parque de Bombas 1883 historic fire station in Ponce, Puerto Rico
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A's, the Grass 
Valley/Nevada City Chapter of the Model A Ford 
Club of America (MAFCA). Feel free to use 
information here, with credit.  

Club members may place a business card size 
advertisement  in this newsletter for a small fee; 
contact the Treasurer. 

OFFICERS 2025 
President Aaron Johnson     530-477-5856 
Vice-President  Calvin Campbell     918-605-7050 
Treasurer          Jan Elliott     310-809-2438 
Editor  Bill Yanko     530-432-2579 
Secretary Sandy Yanko     530-432-2579 
Membership Gary Spencer     510-502-9329 
Tour Directors Ryck Johnson     916-765-7081 
  Gary Spencer     510-502-9329 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2025 
ACCC  Bill Mitchell      530-273-1620 
Asst. Editor Shania Pacheco     530-566-9332                                  
B'days/Anniv. Jennifer Johnson    530-477-5856 
Historian Bill Mitchell      530-273-1620 
Publicity Donna Lichti      530-559-5368 
Sunshine Jennifer Johnson    530-477-5856 
Sheriff  Steve Straw      530-432-9132 
Technical Steve Turnsk          530-277-1922 
Webmaster Bill Yanko      530-432-2579 

GRA-NEVA GRAM 
Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 PM.  We welcome all guests. 
Check our Newsletter for location. 

If you are interested in membership in MAFCA, write 
to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA 90631 or 
go to https://www.mafca.com/membership.html. 

*Not affiliated with Ford Motor Company 

Items for the newsletter  can be emailed to: 
byanko@mac.com 

Check our Website at: granevaas.com  
for past newsletters 

Cover:  Jim & Debbie Luckinbill visited Puerto Rico and discovered Parque de 
Bombas, an historic fire station in Ponce. The building was originally constructed as 
the main exhibit pavilion for an 1882 Exhibition Trade Fair.  After the fair ended, it was 
converted to a fire station in 1883 and remained a fire station until 1960.  After a new 
fire station was built, the Parque de Bombas was converted to a museum and is now 
Ponce's most visited museum.  The Model A fire truck was located nearby.  

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
For March/April 2025

I’d be remiss if I didn’t remind you of how 
March weather works in Nevada County. 
It goes something like: spring, spring, 
spring, WINTER, summer, spring, 
WINTER.  The next phase is currently 
unknown.  All I know is I got one A out on 
that summer day and enjoyed about 20 
miles of driving.  Now everything is 
tucked back inside.  Really thought 
about driving at least one of them in the 
snow, but alas I did not.  That’ll be 
another snowy day’s adventure.  So with 
the cold, and rain, and snow, what did 
ya’ll do?  Oh, and I nearly forgot, my 
Mitchell equipment finally came in.  Now 
if I can only remember what I bought and 
for which car???  So wrench a little this 
month, drive a little, pick some new 
routes or plan a tour.  Just do it. 

Godspeed, 

AJ 
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Editor's Notes 
         

It seems like the first quarter of the year 
just evaporated.  How does that happen?  
Didn't we just have the Christmas Party.  
On a personal note, 2025 has been a 
good year so far.  Knock on wood!  As 
soon as it warms up a little, I'll be getting 
a new radiator installed and hopefully get 
the roadster back "roadstering" again.  
As I wrote that, I thought, wow, I just 
coined a new word.  But not so.  A quick 
search and I found an article titled "The 
Art and Joy of Roadstering - Part 1" by 
R. Doug Wicker, a mystery author.  And 
yes, there is a part 2 too.  The editor 
part of my brain just rang an alarm and 
said I should write …there is also a part 
2.  I think "2 too" is more fun.  

The daffodils are blooming, the oak buds 
are springing open, and I just saw the 
first signs of some redbuds.  Spring is 
coming and will bring more car shows, 
swap meets, and enjoyable tours planned 
by our Tour Directors, Ryck Johnson and 
Gary Spencer.  If you have any 
suggestions or requests, let them know. 

Hope to see you on the road this year!
 
Enjoy, 
      Bill 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  
Italic print dates show events of general interest

3/27/25: Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM at 
Trailblazer Pizza. 6:00 PM for those who 
want to order dinner before meeting. 

4/24/25: Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM.   
Location & details to be determined.

4/26/25: Downtown Grass Valley Car Show, 
see flyer p. 7.

4/27/25: Sacramento Valley Swap Meet, 
see flyer p. 8.

5/2-3/2025:  Bakersfield Swap Meet, see 
flyer p. 7.

5/3/2025: Chicago Park School Car Show, 
see flyer p. 7.

6/1/2025:  Mother Lode Model T Club Swap 
Meet, See flyer p. 7.

 

****************************************************


Cars and Coffee - every Saturday at Target 
(Kmart) GV from 8-10 AM  

Also at Mel’s in Auburn on Wednesdays from 
6-9 pm. And you get your dinner discounted. 
Outdoor and indoor seating. It’s fun!!  

Technical Assistance 

Need some help or advice? 

Check with Steve Turnsk 
530-277-1922  or saturnsk@yahoo.com

 Gra-Neva Gram
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          Happy 
     Birthday    
               March   
 3/8 Lois Bianchini 
 3/12 Don Lichti 
 3/14  Marty Clampitt  
 3/17 Wayne Buti 
 3/30  Kay Harms  

       April   
 4/1 Vicki Straw  
 4/1  Buzz Elliott  
 4/19 Dan Wagner 
 4/20 Randy Webb 
   
  

   Anniversary
   Celebrations
        March  
 3/7 Jim & LaVonne Mullin  
 3/22 Bob & Bobbie Whiting 
 3/23 Randy & Janet Webb 
  
     April  
 4/13 Marty & Myra Clampitt 
 4/14 Ryck & Linda Johnson 
 4/14 Ron & Lois Bianchini 

     HAVES & WANTS 
No Requests Submitted 

4  Gra-Neva Gram

Sharon 
Says…

Member's Page

Well it has been about a year and 
half since I came to Texas. It’s 
getting better.  It was so good 
seeing some of you last year!  I 
plan on another trip this year. Not 
sure yet. Take care and you are 
definitely missed!♥ ♥  

Sunny skies chase 
 the blues away.



RON'S TECH TIP PAGE
This month's tip comes from Jim Cannon's Tech 

Tips from MAFCA and discusses the 
 importance of clutch pedal free play,

Bill Yanko
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Hey	everyone!	Welcome	again	to	Kris4's	Corner,	where	I	talk	about	some	Mildly	Interes4ng	
things,	nothing	very	deep.	
		
First	off,	a	nod	to	an4que	cars!		Rumble	seat,	rumble	seat,	head	gasket,	bodies	that	match	Ford	
Specifica4ons.		Voila.	
		
I	no4ce	small	things.		I	take	walks	by	the	light	of	the	moon	or	flashlight.	I	have	taken	photos	of	
weird	big	hairy	bugs	walking	across	the	road.	One	night,	I	saw		a	smallish	lump.	Turned	out	to	
be	a	4ny	Pygmy	Owl	with	one	closed	eye,	possibly	injured.	He	flew	off	into	the	dark	quite	
nimbly.	I	named	him	Popeye	in	my	head.	It	really	pays	to	look	at	lumpy	shapes	in	the	road.	
		
Nature	is	amazing.	I	witnessed	a	bit	of	drama	down	on	the	sidewalk	once...a	grasshopper	and	
wasp	locked	in	deadly	combat.	EEEEEK!	Guess	who	was	victorious?	For	the	sake	of	sensi4ve	
readers	here,	I	will	not	go	into	detail	much,	but	I	observed	a	couple	praying	man4s's	ma4ng	
ritual	on	my	Burgundy	Iceberg	Rosebush.	Bertha	had	a	few	pa4ent	partners	wai4ng	for	a	
“dance”,	who	learned	absolutely	nothing	by	observing	the	fate	of	their	beheaded	brethren.	
This	took	hours	for	Bertha	and	her	paramours.	
		
Back	to	human	beings...we	are	complex	and	rive4ng.	Airports	are	wonderful	observa4on	
decks.	I	saw	a	young	man	in	a	velvet	sport	coat	and	4e	(nice	pants	and	shoes	to	match)	
arriving	at	a	gate	with	a	red	rose	in	hand.	(These	were	the	days	when	one	could	actually	go	to	
the	gates	to	wait	for	arrivals.)	His	expected		friend	did	not	show	up!	I	heard	him	ques4on	the	
reps	at	the	desk	a	few	4mes.	(“No,	I	am	sorry	sir,	there	is	no	such	passenger	on	this	flight”)	I	
felt	a	tear	coming	down	in	the	old	duct...he	looked	so	distraught!	
		
As	a	sophomore	in	High	School,	I	no4ced	a	classmate	in	my	shorthand	class,	always	wore	a	
certain	favorite	dress	on	Monday.	It	was	cute...she	had	lots	of	clothes,	but	that	was	her	
flowered	Monday	dress	with	puffed-up	sleeves	and	a	4e	in	back.	I	pointed	this	out	to	my	
friend	Nora...”Terri	Gradt	always	wears	that	dress	on	Mondays.”		Nora		replied	graciously,	“it's	
a	good	Monday	thing	to	do.”		So,	Nora	and	I	looked	at	each	other,	then	at	Terri	every	Monday.		
Our	lips	moved	to	the	shape	of	“Monday	Dress”.		What	fun	to	just	no4ce	things!	
		
Thank	you	for	reading	this,	if	you	did.	

Kristi's Korner

Bill Yanko
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M i n t e r  A i r f i e l d 

MAY 2 & 3  -  2025 

201 Aviation Street  -  Shafter, CA 
(A few miles North of Bakersfield on Hwy 99) 

• Vendor set-up;  Friday morning 
• Swap Meet;  Friday & Saturday 
• Vendor Space $50  /  Buyers $10 

$97/night  Thursday, Friday & Saturday or any variation. 
(661) 387-1678    Group Code: HCCSC     
19480 Quinn Road, Bakersfield, CA  93308 

SWAP MEET  Special! 

For Vendor Registration & General Information:  Steven (323) 497-0601 

This year’s Swap Meet dedicated to the memory of Bill Bennett 

Airport 

Brass Era  /  Pre-war  Swap Meet 

Car Shows & Swap Meets

Bill Yanko
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Note: It looks like Roman Angels September car 
show will be back at the Fairgrounds this year.

Jim	Luckinbill	and	Vern	Harms	submi3ed	ar4cles	of	interest	from	Hagerty	Drivers	Club	for	
the	newsle3er.	One,	4tled	Dad	and	the	Model	A	is	a	short	history	of	the	beginning	of	the	
Model	A	Restorers	Club.	 	 It's	 an	 interes4ng	 story.	 	 The	other	4tled	Hiberna1on	Hazards	
discusses	winterizing	classic	cars.	Due	to	copyright	rules	I	cannot	republish	copies	of	those	
as	 submi3ed.	 	 Both	 ar4cles	 are	 available	 on	 the	 Hagerty	 Driver's	 Club	 website	 under	
different	 4tles	 and	 containing	 more	 pictures,	 but	 with	 iden4cal	 text	 to	 the	 published	
versions.		If	you	click	on	the	photos	below,	it	will	take	you	to	the	respec4ve	ar4cles.		Thanks	
to	Jim	and	Vern	for	sharing	these.	

https://www.hagerty.com/media/opinion/carini-i-rebuilt-a-model-a-engine-in-third-grade-twice/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/opinion/the-hack-mechanic/salt-and-snow-can-be-harmful-to-a-classic-but-your-garage-might-be-too/
Bill Yanko
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Scott's Flat & 5-Mile House Restaurant Tour - Gary & Janet Spencer

We had 7 Model A’s and one 1955 Chevy wind 
their way through Grass Valley and Nevada City 
before heading up the hill towards Scott’s Flat 
Lake. There we took a short break to see a nearly 
full lake under sunny skies. Then on to the 5 Mile 
House for a wonderful lunch. Thanks to all that 
joined us. Participants included: Calvin & Virginia 
Campbell & their neighbors Bill & April Bongi, 
Steve & Kristi Turnsk, Ryck & Linda Johnson, 
Dan Wagner, Vern & Kay Harms, Debra Bamber 
& Roman Kvapil, Gary & Janet Spencer (Tour 
Leaders), Don & Donna Lichti, and Phil & Anne 
Starr.



 Gra-Neva Gram

We purchased the Business coupe which had a failed motor and the previous owner was 
having a motor machined by Turlock machine. So when we bought the car, the motor and the 
remaining cost is something we were responsible for. We decided to put the new machined 
motor into the 30 sedan and take the 30 sedan motor and put it into the coupe. I had the motor 
built with a heavier B crank and fully pressurized including rods. The brown coupe is up and 
running and I'm finishing up the remaining items on the 30 blue sedan. One other note for the 
technical side. Whenever installing nuts on exhaust manifolds, the trick to making sure that they 
do not seize is to add silicone to the threads prior to installing the nuts. This prevents corrosion 
and allows the nut to be taken off without any difficulty. 

Ryck Johnson Swaps Engines

Bill Yanko
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GENERAL	MEETING	MINUTES	
Gra-Neva	Model	A	Club	
Trailblazers	Cra;	Pizza	
		February	27,	2025	

		
											

CALL	TO	ORDER:		President	Aaron	Johnson	called	the	mee3ng	to	order	at	7:05	pm.		He	asked	if	we	had	guests	and	Calvin	
Campbell	introduced	his	friend,	Jerry	Baker,	from	Sunnyvale.			

REPORTS:	
PRESIDENT:		Aaron	read	highlights	of	Treasurer’s	report:	Dues	collected-$775	for	2025,	$520	earned	from	the	quilt	raffle.		
Expenses:	MAFCA	Insurance	$75,	NCRG	$15.50,	PO	Box	$244.	
The	Capital	A’s	club	is	asking	us	to	donate	a	prize	for	something	on	Memorial	Day	weekend	

VICE-PRESIDENT:		Calvin	had	no	report.	

SECRETARY:		Sandy	had	no	report.		She	did	read	the	Treasurer’s	report	of	checking	account	balance	$2,930.70	

TREASURER:		Jan	Ellio\	was	absent.		Sandy	reported	the	checking	Account	balance	$2,930.70.		

EDITOR:		Bill	Yanko	apologized	for	not	sending	out	the	minutes	for	the	last	mee3ng.	

MEMBERSHIP:		Gary	Spencer	showed	us	the	new	idea	he	has	for	name	tags	for	the	members.	Our	current	name	tags	cost	
the	Club	$6.00	each	and	the	new	ones	will	cost	only	$0.15	each.		

TOUR	CHAIRMAN:	Ryck	Johnson	talked	about	upcoming	tours.			
March	15	-	History	of	Lincoln	Highway	in	El	Dorado	Hills.		Meet	11:00	am.		$25	,	can	actually	drive	on	a	sec3on	
March	17	-	Tour	to	Bridgeport	and	then	lunch	at	Northridge		
Ryck	was	sad	to	report	that	the	Model	A	Touring	Club	of	America	will	not	con3nue	planning	tours	and	is	disbanding.	

TECHNICAL:		Aaron	talked	about	a	Fluid	film	that	cleans	old	deteriorated	paint	and	metal	and	slows	rust.	
Bill	Steen	talked	about	oil	with	zinc	for	push	rods	-	Valvoline	VR	2	with	zinc	for	racing	and	classic	cars.	

SHERIFF:		Steve	Straw	collected	$4.00	from	members	not	wearing	name	badges	

ANNOUNCEMENTS:		Bill	Mitchell	announced	that	ACCC	has	actually	updated	its	website	recently	
Steve	Straw	recently	acquired	a	Model	T,	non-opera3ve	since	1971.		He	talked	about	how	to	obtain	copy	of	old	license	
plates.	

GOTS	&	WANTS:		It	takes	a	long	3me	to	get	parts	from	Mitchell	manufacturing.		They	are	worth	it.		They	are	the	best	to	
order	syncromesh	transmission	or	overdrive.	

ATTENDANCE	AWARD:		Bob	Ambrose	is	the	winner	of	$20	tonight.	

50-50	RAFFLE:		Wayne	Bu3	won	$40.	

ADJOURNMENT:		Janet	Spencer	and	Gary	Spencer,	moved	and	seconded	to	adjourn	the	mee3ng.	
President,	Aaron	Jonson	adjourned	the	mee3ng	at	7:42	pm.	

Respecdully	submi\ed,	
Sandy	Yanko,	Secretary	

ATTENDEES:		Sandy	&	Bill	Yanko,	Debra	Bamber	&	Roman	Kvapil,	Janet	&	Gary	Spencer,	Ryck	&	Linda	Johnson,	Vern	&	Kay	
Harms,	Bill	&	Avon	Steen,	Weldon	Travis	&	Tondrea	Stewart,	Roy	Lebeck,	Steve	Straw,	Dan	Wagner,	Wayne	&	Tish	Bu3,	
Denise	Hugenberger,	Bob	Ambrose,	Steve	&	Kris3	Turnsk,	Jim	Luckinbill,	Calvin	Campbell	&	Jerry	Baker(guest),	Aaron	
Johnson,	Eddie	Steele,	Bill	Mitchell,	Phil	Starr,	Steve	Halverson	
		

Bill Yanko
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GraNeva Model A Club 
Board Meeting 

January 24, 2025 

Call to Order:  The meeting was held at Calvin and Virginia Campbells’ home.  Aaron called the meeting to order 
at 6:35 pm.


Attendees: Board Members: Aaron Johnson, Calvin Campbell, Sandy Yanko, Jan Elliott, Bill Yanko, Gary 
Spencer, Ryck Johnson.  Club Members: Virginia Campbell, Janet Spencer


Main Purpose of Meeting:  Discuss finances for past year and budget for coming year. 

Discussed the Budget for 2025 and compared with past years 2023-2024. 
Final 2025 Budget Includes following decisions: 
Revenue: Dues-$750; Auction Revenue-$150; 50/50 Raffle-$300; Total Revenues-$1,200. 

	 Expenses: NCRG Membership-$16; MAFCA-$75; PO Box-$232; Website-$70; Miscellaneous 	 	 	
	 expenses-$50; Advertising-$200; Attendance Award-$80; Fourth of July Parade-$150; Mystery 	 	 	
	 Tour-$200; Souper Saturday-$75;  Holiday Party-$500. Total Budgeted Expenses: $1,648	 

	 Total Budgeted Revenue over Expense: $-448 

Total Projected End of Year (2025) Balance: $2,862 
	 

Sponsors: We need to look into getting more sponsors.  We charge $40 per ad.  If a Club 	 	 	 	
member advertises business (Steve Halverson-Viking Roofing) they are charged Half price ($20).  Phil Starr 	
is given complimentary advertising since he invites us to his winery for meetings.


Post Office Box Fee: Has gone up to $232 per year. After discussion it was decided to keep the PO Box this 
year since Jan just submitted paperwork to MAFCA and NCRG with our long-time PO Box address on it.  She 
will research alternatives including possibly giving up the box next year and having all mail go to the Treasurer’s 
home address. 

Club Website:  The Website server is in Webmaster Bill Yanko’s name.  Although the Website’s cost has 
increased by 10% over the last 3-4 years, it is still more reasonable than before and we have no costs now for 
either the Newsletter or the Roster. 

Name Badges: Gary said that he sells a name badge to members if they lose theirs.  They

	 cost  $4.00 each, with shipping it comes out to $6.00 per name badge. Discussion on need for name 	 	
	 badges ensued.  Some like them some see no need.  Gary to look into alternatives.


Revenue for Club: 
Note: 2024 we raffled off Model A Quilt (made and donated by Kay Harms and Janet 	 	 	 	

	 Spencer) for $520. We also received $130 from sale of other donated items.  Will not be 		 	 	
	 repeated in 2025. 
	 50/50 Raffle: Brings in money for the club and goes toward Christmas dinner and 	 	 	 	
	 mystery tour.  Budgeted $300 in 2025.

	 Have Club Silent Auction:  Suggest getting gift certificates from businesses and 	 	 	 	
	 auctioning them off at meeting or special meeting.  Budgeted $150 in 2025. 

Growing the Club: 
Advertising: Articles in Union Newspaper re: tours and events.  Publicity Chair.


	 	 Getting High Schools involved: Ryck Johnson wants to try this.  Aaron Johnson said 	 	 	
	 	 he has tried this with Nevada Union shop teacher and doesn’t receive responses. 	 	 	
	 	 Showing Cars: Cars and Coffee; summer Ice cream at Baskin Robins

	 	 Create More Interest:  Tours with other local car clubs offered by Ryck Johnson.

	 	 Gary Spencer said it appears the Auburn A’s Club would like to join a tour with us.

	 	 Tee Shirts, Jackets, Hats: Aaron would like to create new tee shirts, jackets & hats 	 	 	
	 	 with logo to help advertise club when we are out.

	 	 Expand presence on Social Media (Facebook).  Aaron already has a Facebook account for 	 	
	 	 the Club.  Bill Yanko will work with Shania Pacheco to help with this.


Respectfully submitted,  Sandy Yanko, Secretary

Bill Yanko
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
Gra-Neva Model A Club 
Trailblazers Craft Pizza 

January 23, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER:  President Aaron Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm 

REPORTS: 
PRESIDENT: Aaron asked if there were any guests present tonight and there were none. 

VICE PRESIDENT: Calvin had no report 

SECRETARY: Sandy had no report.  

TREASURER: Jan Elliott is absent tonight.  The Board of Directors plan to meet tomorrow night with 
the treasurer to discuss the finances and the budget for 2025. 

EDITOR:  Bill Yanko apologized for errors in the Newsletter he just sent out today and asked that 
everyone delete it and he would send out corrected copy tomorrow.. 

MEMBERSHIP: Gary Spencer has sent out the roster by email to members.  He had planned to bring 
paper copies tonight but his printer did not cooperate.  Aaron commented that all members should take 
a picture of the roster with their phone and keep that to use on tours to contact others on the tour. 

TOUR CHAIRMEN: Gary Spencer is planning a tour for Monday, February 10 to Scotts Flat Lake and 
the lunch at the newly opened 5 Mile House restaurant.  He noted that the Harmony Ridge store near 
the Five Mile House has really great rice crispy treats. 
  
PUBLICITY: Donna had no report 

SUNSHINE: No report 

TECHNICAL: Aaron reported he recently had to register an old vehicle and had great help from person 
in Auburn (Archibald?)  She was able to help using VIN certificates.  Office near the Indian Motorcycle 
Store in Auburn.  Calvin discussed a way to catch rear seal oil leak and then drain it.  He offered a 
pattern to make this device to members.  He also mentioned that he could help anyone who wanted to 
make a heated seat cushion for their Model A. Ryck Johnson mentioned using BMW motorcycle tires 
on Model A.  Steve Straw said he was having trouble getting his newest Model A insured, then went to 
Hagerty and got it taken care of right away. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Tire place in Colfax by the Chevy Dealer on I-80. 

NEW BUSINESS:   None  

GOTS & WANTS:  None 

SHERIFF:  Steve Straw collected $1.50 tonight.  Most members were wearing their badges. 

ATTENDANCE AWARD:  The award is worth $10 tonight.  Steve Halverson’s name was drawn but he 
left early so no winner.  Next month the award will be $20. 

50-50 RAFFLE:  Kristi Turnsk won $25 and $25 goes to the Club. 

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made and seconded by Calvin and Vern to adjourn the meeting 
Aaron adjourned the meeting at 7:38 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Yanko, Secretary 

 Gra-Neva Gram

Bill Yanko
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ATTENDEES: Sandy & Bill Yanko, Kristi & Steve Turnsk, Weldon Travis & Tondrea Stewart, 
Ron & Lois Bianchini, Calvin & Virginia Campbell, Dan Wagner, Steve Straw, Janet & Gary 
Spencer, Ryck & Linda Johnson, Debra Bamber & Roman Kvapil, Bill & Avon Steen, Vern & 
Kay Harms, Don& Donna Lichti, Bob & Bobbie Whiting, Shania Pacheco & Eddie Steele, 
Aaron Johnson, Phil Starr, Steve Halverson 
 

 Gra-Neva 

Bill Yanko
Sure Glad Winter Is Almost Over

Bill Yanko
The End

Bill Yanko
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