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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A's, the Grass
Valley/Nevada City Chapter of the Model A Ford
Club of America (MAFCA). Feel free to use
information here, with credit.

Club members may place a business card size
advertisement in this newsletter for a small fee;
contact the Treasurer.

OFFICERS 2025
President Aaron Johnson  530-477-5856
Vice-President Calvin Campbell 918-605-7050

Treasurer Jan Elliott 310-809-2438
Editor Bill Yanko 530-432-2579
Secretary Sandy Yanko 530-432-2579
Membership  Gary Spencer 510-502-9329
Tour Directors Ryck Johnson 916-765-7081

Gary Spencer 510-502-9329

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2025

ACCC Bill Mitchell 530-273-1620
Asst. Editor Shania Pacheco 530-566-9332
B'days/Anniv.  Jennifer Johnson 530-477-5856
Historian Bill Mitchell 530-273-1620

Publicity Donna Lichti 530-559-5368
Sunshine Jennifer Johnson 530-477-5856
Sheriff Steve Straw 530-432-9132
Technical Steve Turnsk 530-277-1922
Webmaster Bill Yanko 530-432-2579

GRA-NEVA GRAM

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of
each month at 7:00 PM. We welcome all guests.
Check our Newsletter for location.

If you are interested in membership in MAFCA, write
to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA 90631 or
go to https://www.mafca.com/membership.html.

*Not affiliated with Ford Motor Company

Iltems for the newsletter can be emailed to:
byanko@mac.com

Check our Website at: granevaas.com
for past newsletters

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
FOR MAY/JUNE 2025

Summer and touring season is upon us.
It has been nothing short of chaos at the
Johnson house. Adler will be driving by
mid June, officially, on his own, so be
warned. We have been wrenching on so
many vehicles and of course taking them
on test drives and ice cream runs. Met
Paul Shinn recently and he is genuinely
a great guy. Very kind and humble.
Look for a video soon on Bruce and
Dianne Davis’ around the world car. Ran
into Bruce at the Northern California
Regional Roundup, he looked well and
shared some stories with me. Got Steve
5 to buy stuff he didn’t need at the
Auburn swap, and even got him into
Model T's. Oh what fun. It’s going to be
a fast hot summer, so get your
maintenance done while it’s cool and
we’ll see you down the road.

Godspeed,

AJ

Cover Photo: Our cover picture is Calvin & Virginia
Campbell's 31 Model A truck that they acquired at the
2023 NCRG Roundup in Sonora CA. Calvin has a great
story associated with the truck. Have you seen Calvin
driving around town? If you have a special photo of
your car you would like to see on the Gra-Neva Gram
cover, send a copy to Editor Bill. We would like to
feature more of our member's cars on our Newsletter
cover.

Photos with interesting backgrounds are best.
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Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.
Italic print dates show events of general interest

6/7/25: Grass Valley Car Show

6/8/25: June 8th: Beale Air Show. Must get
tickets. General Admin: $0. Preferred parking $35

6/26/25: Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM. Sierra Starr
Winery patio, 11179 Gibson Dr., GV.

Patio available at 6 PM for picnic. Wine available
to purchase.

6/28/25: Loma Rica Car Show 8am - 3pm, $25,
call 916-203-9709

7/4/27: 4th of July GV Parade

7/19: Nevada Union HS Cheerleader fund raiser.
$30

7/24/25: Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM. Details as
above for June.

7/26/25: Foresthill Tour and Lunch. Watch for
details.

8/18/25 Colfax Dine and Dash Lunch with desert
at Happy Apple

8/28/25: Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM. Details as
above for June.

*khkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkk

3k Cars and Coffee - every Saturday at Target GV
from 8-10 AM

3k Also at Mel’s in Auburn on Wednesdays from
6-9 pm. And you get your dinner discounted.
Outdoor and indoor seating. It’s fun!!

Technical Assistance

Gra-Neva A's Technical Advisor
Steve Turnsk

saturnsk@yahoo.com
530-277-1922

I'm discovering all kinds of interesting things
reading other Model A Club newsletters. OK,
quiz for the day (no wine involved - inside
joke). Where is the Gold Mine Region
Chapter of the Model A Restorer's Club of
America located? Their Newsletter is called
the Nugget News. Are they north or south of
us? Well, actually they are east of us...a lot
east of us, like in Georgia. Did you know
there was a gold rush in the Georgia
mountains before gold was discovered in
California? Dang, another bubble popped!
The Georgia mines were already starting to
play out when gold was discovered in
California, and some of the Georgia miners
relocated to the Sierra foothills looking for
better pickings. But we still have our claims
to fame. John M. Studebaker came west to
get rich mining gold, but really made his
money selling wheel barrows to the miners.
He returned east with his profits and started
an automobile company in 1898. The first
Studebaker was an electric car. Wheel
barrows to Studebaker's...another interesting
tidbit of gold rush history.

In closing, | want to acknowledge that our
Assistant Newsletter Editor is on board now.
Shania contributed the El Dorado Webb's
visit photo layout for this newsletter. It's
really fun bringing some new skills and ideas
to our Newsletter. You'll appreciate the
diagnostic flow diagram!

Evgj oY,
BLLL
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HAVES & WANTS

No Requests Submitted

e

S -

Sharon
Says...

_4

Hi all! Went to my 62nd Class Reunion in
Denver. | last was at the 50th with my sister
Linda. She was with me at this one too!

Visited relatives in Denver and Ft Collins. Also
went to Colo Springs. Got caught in snow coming

home(% . All and all it was a good trip seeing

everyone.
Miss you all!,

Hugs Sharon @

Due to our bi-monthly newsletter schedule, this
announcement is late, but we thought it important.

We send our sincerest condolences to Steve Straw
for loss of his wife Vicky on February 1, 2025. Vicky
passed away unexpectedly while struggling with
Alzheimer's. Steve & Vicky were married for 58 years.
Vicky taught in the LA School system for 37 years,
with 27 of those years working with special needs
children.

During retirement in Lake Wildwood, she continued
working with those in need through Saddle Pals and
an extension, Hero's Astride. These are programs
where instructors work with horses to help people with
disabilities.

Vicki was an active participant for many years along
with Steve in Gra-Neva A's activities. She had a big
smile for everyone, and let us know she loved her
cats! We will all miss Vicky.

Member's Page 5
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Happy (=
Birthday ¥

May

5/8 Myra Clampitt
5/8 Doug Giles
5/14 Ron Bianchini
5/16 Cathy Corliss
5/29 Janet Webb
5/30 Vern Harms
5/30 Sharon Pierce

June

6/16 Ted Baerresen
6/16 Calvin Campbell
6/23 Bob Whiting
6/27 Linda Johnson

Anniversary
Celebrations

May
5/8 Ted & Louise Baerresen
5/21 Gary & Janet Spencer

June

6/13 Vern & Kay Harms
6/20 Doug & Cheryl Giles
6/25 Phil & Anne Starr
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RON'S TECH TIP PAGE

Have you ever been called you a dipstick? | hope not, but the
guy in the cartoon below may qualify. This month's tip from Gra-
Neva A's member Ryck Johnson discusses the different
dipsticks found in Model A's. Do you have the right one?

Below are 2 images of 3 dipsticks used for
checking oil levels in the engine. The Model A
engine will take 4 quarts when the dipper tray in
the pan has oil. This is assuming the engine has
previously had oil in the pan.

If the pan has been removed
and completely empty (no oil
in the dipper tray) then the
engine will take 5 quarts
when filled. Both scenarios
assume there is no oil filter
attached to the engine.

Over the production years
Henry Ford made some
changes in the dipper tray
and thus the dipsticks.
Image #1 shows 3 dipsticks
where one has an elongated
handle and the other 2 are
very similar with a loop
handle.

“I’m after a longer dipstick. This one doesn’t
reach the oil anymore.”

Image #2 shows a different length for the elongated dipstick.
Notice where the “F” and “L” are stamped on each dipstick. The
elongated dipstick must have been produced early on in 1928 but
if used will cause the current oil levels to be low in the engine.
The center dipstick is an original produced by Ford and the one on
the right is an aftermarket. The two with the round handle on the
right measure roughly the same.

To determine if your Model A dipstick is the correct length do the
following. Measure from the bottom of the handle, where it stops
going into the block, to the “"F” mark and it should measure 6 2"
to 6 5/8".
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Ford Doodlebug
Weldon Travis January, 2025

I may be the only member of our Gra-Neva Model ‘A’ Ford Club who does not
own such an iconic vehicle but I learned to drive one when I was only about
nine years old.

You see, I spent some summers on my maternal grandparent’s farm in the
Finger Lakes region of New York State. There I learned how to stalk and shoot
woodchucks with a single-shot Remington .22 rifle ¢
but, more importantly, I learned how to drive on a
1928 wooden-wheeled Ford doodlebug with a cast-
iron seat. Doodlebugs were farm machines made
from old cars and parts. Fords were preferred
because of a ready supply of spare parts, including
those of the earlier Model ‘T's. It was during World
War II and, if a farmer’s team of horses or mules got too old to work; or if an
existing tractor wore out, you couldn’t just order a new one from Sears-
Roebuck because all manufacturing was dedicated to the defense industry. One
example is the Jeep, or General Purpose vehicle. I have a modern one now.

Side benefits for farmers were that gas rationing was not imposed on food
—a~ producers and they were

on - ., exempt from being drafted

"~ into the armed services.

_4 However, an older uncle

"% who served in the "Sea

: ﬂBees" (Construction

Battalion) on Okinawa

| experienced a devastating
three-day typhoon.

The doodlebugs had

multiple other uses. By

jacking up the right axle

(and securely blocking the

other three) then replacing
the wheel with a flat one to drive a heavy canvas belt, it could drive a threshing
machine or a large buzz saw. I distinctly remember my Grandpa and his
youngest son (my favorite uncle) doing the latter to buck up firewood. Ah-h,
fond memories!
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Kristi's Korner

Hil Kristi in her own little corner again! If I can't
keep thinking up new subjects to write on, I will let Steven take over, ha-
ha! He has no trouble coming up with topics. Hey, the English Kayce Model
A Carburetor has holes with brass plugs on both sides! There is an adjuster
tab in the back of the float. Oh I see, you can set the gasoline level with
this tab! Aha! Will I remember this tidbit? Probably not!

Book recommendation: "Encyclopedia of an Ordinary Life" by Amy Krouse
Rosenthal. It is one of my top favorites, and all about simple everyday stuff
like what I write about. I heartily enjoyed this book.

Let's talk about smiles today. There is a certain smirk we give one another
at the store when you are the twelfth cart in line at the check-out. You may
look at cart number eleven and scrunch your mouth muscles slightly to one
side. You might exchange eye-rolls, both acknowledging an "Oh good grief"
grimace. That is an example of smile nhumber one on my list today.

Smile two: I once withessed two ladies in the grocery store who looked at
me and raised their shoulders toward their ears briefly, their teeth
displayed in a perfect smile rectangle. They both looked like they had a
guilty secret! Since they were in two different departments in the store, I
realized only later these two charming creatures were mother and
daughter. Suddenly, a five-week-old kitten poked its head out of the
younger woman's coat between the buttons. Then, I truly understood their
smiles!

You may realize in a parking lot that you snuck into a spot that another
driver had their eye on. (Hey, you got there first.) The smile you might
flash is down low on your face, wide and straight. No teeth showing here,
just low and tight like a frog's. Try it now and see if you recognize this
smile. See what I mean? We will call this cringe, smile three. Smiles are so
essential to my well-being, that I pick even the gas stations I frequent
according whether or not the staff inside smiles at me or not. Somehow, I
do not even notice the price of the gasoline as much as the facial
expressions around me.

Focus this week on the smile habit! Have fun...Bye for now!
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Strings Attached

EL DORADO
TOUR

MACRAME, MODEL A'S, AND A
MEAL TO REMEMBER

From Left to Right: Vern & Kay.Harms, Calvin & Virgini Campb'el[,:'
Gary & Janet Spencer, Denise Hugenberger, Avon & Bill Steen, and
Janet Webb. Not Pictured: Steve & Kristi Turnsk, and Randy Webb. ¢

Visiting the Webbs

in El Dorado Hills

e The group met at Randy’s garage, where the men
enjoyed discussing vintage vacuum tube radios
and original Ford Model A advertisements. Randy'’s
well-organized garage offered a wealth of
information, particularly his garage door display,
which featured useful charts and details for anyone
working on Model As.

While the men engaged in conversation, the
women spent time with Janet learning the art of
macramé. Each participant completed a project
and took home a handmade souvenir.

Following the morning activities, the group
gathered at the Brickyard Counter & Bar for a
relaxed and enjoyable lunch. The food was
excellent, and the company even better. A good
time was had by all.
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Model “A” Specifications
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Model A Maintenance €@ _ist

Every Fuel Stop
O Check Crankease Oil Level
O Check Rodiator Water Level
T Visual Inspection of Engine

Need quick access to information?
Including Model A information,
Torque Specs, or a service log, having
the information on your garage door
is a great place to start! Maybe
Consider adding a problem solving
flow chart.

[ Check Water Pump for Leaks and End Play
O Check Carburetor and Fuel Lines for Leaks
O Check Tires Air Pressure 34 Lbs,
o Check Tires for Breaks, Cracks and Abrormal Wear
0 Visual Inspection of Engine

Every 500 Miles
O Lubricate per 500 Mile Lubrication Chart

0 Check Fan Belt Adjustment
T Torque Head (60 Fr, Lbs)
O Check Corburetor and Fuel Lines
For Leaks

T AlLSDO Mile Checks
T Test Fromt Wheel Bearings for Losseness
1 Tighten Speing U-Bolts Frost and Bear

r| Tighten All Wheal Lug huts {64 Fr, Lba)

F Test Al Lights

O Tnspect All Cotrar Pins

O Wipe Ot Light Switch

2 hubrieate Desr Hinges. Striker Plate and Davesails

Car Guys Flowchart e

O Chack for Tight Cedl
1 Chmch T Tight Conmections 4¢ Arms¥ir and Tarmninal B

Does it Move?

Yes
! p Torque specs
ShOUId I'? Axel gwsingI:n Differential . .

Camshaft Nut ...
I | Exhaust / :nlait..;Mamfnld

Head N
No Yes Fly Wh::?

65 fi Ibs H/C Head
35 ft lbs

Fly Wheel hu;u;ms 10 cylmder block bolts 55 fi Ibs ( use safety wire )
I I | Main Bcanngs 70-80 ft Ibs
T R e e N e 20 in Ibs (snug) Do Not

o No e
Problem Problem Nut Ciooi s
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Chicago Park Elementary School Car Show & Plant Sale

May 3, 2025
The Chicago Park Car Show & Plant Sale, benefiting the Chicago Park School Farm!
There was a fantastic display of about 40 classic and unique cars while browsing a variety
of plants for sale. Members attending were Jim Luckinbill, Steve Turnsk, Ryck Johnson,
Wayne & Tish Buti, and Calvin & Virginia Campbell.

Memorial @ay ‘Mini-tour

Tish Buti sent us a note about an impromptu mini tour on the Memorial Day weekend. Wayne & Tish
Buti and their kids, the Montierths were joined by AJ, Jenn & Adler Johnson, and Steve & Kristin Plante
for a Memorial Day jaunt. Our route started down Dog Bar Road to Magnolia. At Lake of the Pines,
we stopped to grab some ice cream at the Holiday Market and then headed out Wolf Road. We then
headed up Lime Kiln Road, back through Alta Sierra to Rattlesnake Road, where we started. A
wonderful way to spend a holiday afternoon!
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Upcoming Shows & Activities

70 YEARS
mrogggreer {ﬂgé:!ﬁ:%

JUNE 7-8, 2025

PARKING OPENS AT 8:00AM
GATES OPEN AT 9:00AM

Hot Rod On. .. Al ‘_'_'.,-f"'\_: Y
] BV A

June 28, 2025

&2% Foothill Lions Club
4(L)d 5667 Fruitiand Road
% Loma Rica

Show 7am - 3pm Awards 1pm

If it’s Coal..... . It Countsl ' Music  Check-in at 5667 Fruitland Road 8am - 10am
Food Entry Fee for Cars & Bikes $25
Awards Swap Meet, Food & Merchandise Vendors $30

sal“ruav, l“ne 1‘ ALL VEHICLES WELCOME!

CONTACT: Michael (916) 203-9709 or Lee (530) 990-3937
Downtown Grass Valley OF
H i e \\\\' B oS o, S

Cars & Bikes with stereo systems - all sizes!

Limited to 250 C * Regist I t: d t lley. -h s .
imited to ars egister online at: downtowngrassvalley.com Sponsored by The Americans MC Car & Bike Show
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Grass Valley 4th of July Parade
Scheduled Club Event - Parade at 10 AM
Watch e-Mail for Details

INDEPENDENCE DAY

Flags, Freedom & Fireworks!

Tuesday, July 4th, 2023

Family Pancake Breakfast « 8:00 to 10:00 am ¢ Children’s Games
Parade @ 10:00 am in Historic Downtown Grass Valley

Food : FUN - Festivities
MILL STREET PARTY! 5:00 to 9:00 pm
EIREWORKSIOR: B {1

Dorsey Drive Interchange

3 SPONSORED BY R TR
, =y T ~  GRASSVALLEY

CHAMBER

Gra-Neva Gram
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

Gra-Neva Model A Club
Trailblazers Craft Pizza
March 27, 2025

CALL TO ORDER: President Aaron Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. He introduced
his guest, Steve Plante who is hoping to find a Model A to buy. He would like at least a 2-door with
back seats for kids. Four doors would be great.

REPORTS:

PRESIDENT: Aaron asked if there were any corrections to the minutes. Vern said we could accept
them as written. The members approved.

He announced that a law regarding smog regulations on cars is moving forward to include up to 1991
vehicles now. It's referred to as Leno's Law.

VICE PRESIDENT: Calvin Campbell was absent
SECRETARY: Sandy had no report

TREASURER: Jan Elliott was absent and Kay Harms stated that Jan had notified her that there had
been no activity so there was nothing to report.

EDITOR: Bill Yanko reported that when someone sends him an article from another publication, he
puts a link in the Newsletter so members can go to the original to read it. This avoids copy right issues.

MEMBERSHIP: Gary has no new members to report. In response to questions regarding name tags,
He will go ahead and buy more of the same ones we are using now.

TOUR CHAIRMEN: Gary Spencer reported in Ryck Johnson’s absence that the planned Bridgeport
tour for March 17 was rained out and even though they tried to move it to the next day, there was ice on
the roads and it was cancelled.

Vern Harms - April 14 tour to El Dorado to visit Randy & Janet Webb. Janet has quilt collection and
Randy collects and repairs old radios. April 26- Smartsville Pioneer Days. Includes wagon ride to
hydraulic mine; meet at Target

The Sacramento Capitol A's are hosting the 60th NCRG Roundup at the Hilton Sacramento Arden West
May 23-25. Doug Giles announced there will be a regular Cruise Night at Jersey Mikes in Grass Valley
Thursday evenings,

SUNSHINE: No announcements

TECHNICAL: Vern Harms showed a clutch adjusting trunnion nut and how it can get very worn.
It was mentioned that Mobil 1 synthetic oil is available with zinc. Jim Luckinbill talked about a manifold
preheater. Steve Turnsk showed us a Bell Housing and how to detect if it has a crack.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Jim Luckinbill announced the car show in Chicago Park on May 3. It will be
supporting a school In Chicago Park. After the show we can walk to a very close winery and have a
picnic lunch with some wine. This Car Show is free.

Denise Hugenberger announced a special event coming up presented by the Astronomy Club. Contact
Denise for details.

Gra-Neva Gram @
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OLD BUSINESS: Gary Spencer will be buying new name badges to have available for new members.
Steve Straw said he has been the keeper of tools to loan to club members for many years. At the
moment he is missing a Mitchell Pinion Gear Puller tool and is hoping someone who borrowed it will
check and find it to return to him.

GOTS & WANTS: Steve Plante, Aaron’s guest, is hoping to find a 1930-31 Model A. He would like a
closed car with 4 doors or 2 doors and back seat so kids can ride inside.

SHERIFF: Steve Straw collected $3.50 from members who forgot their badges.
ATTENDANCE AWARD: Steve Turnsk won $10 tonight.

50-50 RAFFLE: $80 was collected on ticket sales. Donna Lichti won $40 and $40 went into the Club
accounts.

Wayne Buti was looking for suggestions to deal with engine cylinder rust.
ADJOURNMENT: Vern Harms and Gary Spencer moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.

Aaron adjourned the meeting at 7:49 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Sandy Yanko, Secretary

ATTENDEES: Sandy & Bill Yanko, Debra Bamber & Roman Kvapil, Tish & Wayne Bulti,

Jim Luckinbill, Denise Hugenberger, Steve Straw, Dan Wagner, Gary & Janet Spencer, Roy Lebeck,
Doug Giles, Bill & Avery Steen, Vern & Kay Harms, Shania Pacheco, Aaron Johnson & Steve Plante,
Don & Donna Lichti, Steve & Kristi Turnsk, Bill Mitchell

Minutes Approved 5/22/2025

Studebaker Electric

Overview
Manufacturer Studebaker
Production 1902-1912
Chronology
Successor Studebaker-Garford
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The World's Largest Selection of 1909-31 Ford Parts

Snvder's

70 Wondeorth By - New Sprmngiesd OF 1 48440

Toll Free Ordering (888) 262-6712
or FAX (888) 26256713
Drder On-Line p www shydersantigueato com -

- [ANEEREERENT — |
BRATTON’S

ANTIQUE AUTO PARTS

S00-255-1929 Phone

www . brattons.com

SO0 7741930 Fax

606 Back Acre Carcle
Mouwnt Asry, MD 2177

Your source for Quality Model A Ford Parts since 1976

e ————

_— : For the Firs! time since Heary Ford, Mike's A Ford-able
(NMike' s\, Parts is ofterimg A Compets Rew Besr Brake
< bz Backieg Plate Assembiy for your “A”

Keeping the hobby o T\
A-Ford-Able since 1992 — 8 3
1-888-879-6453

www.mikes-afordable.com

CALL & GROEN
FIUR JREE
CATALDG ToRd

F‘ rl|‘trt\, q
MADE [’b-:L‘..-.):_-‘ [0 THE FORD DESIGN

L A FORD EXHAUST SYSTEMS

Cin a f Pl s
Al IR -‘i |‘t--_-..

AMUFFLER COM
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ARIZONA MODEL A, L.L.C

® NEw PARTS

e USiD Papts

& SERVICE

® RESTORATION

® HOUR: TUES-FR1 9-12, |1-8
SAT & EVES BY APPOINTMENT

SamueL P GuTHER

15838 S. GILBERY RD., CHANDLER, AZ AS225%

(480) 78202686

MITCHELL
M MANUFACTURING

Stove & Cyndi Mitchell

Mitchell M,
530-458-4500 800-859-2088
www.mitchelloverdrivemlg.com
MODEL A FORD

SYNCHRONIZED TRANSMESON  FORD OVERDSTVES SUNDERDRIVE S
VINTAGE CAR OVERDRINVES 19281948

PO. Box 925 1157 Porker St Coluss, CA 95932

888-845-0157 jctaylor.com/modela

/ \

R INsurRANCE 4

60 Years Experience
Agreed Value Coverage
Superior Claims Service

Protect Your Antique With J C. Taylor

Fass cosrmany cadlecrosamarcat com | (€) Copyraghs YR msngnmai. e
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Eqge Machine Company

Made in the USA

Since 1313
Santa Fe Springs, CA.

- ~~
Ell04-Model A F'lstnn

- UUses modern small block Chevy rings!

Main Bearings Rebabbitt Service A\
- Poured right in the block!- <

Complete Engine Kit Available

[-800-866-3443 www.EE.cum

VIKING ROOF SERVICE
CMST R

9
VINEYARD 25+ yrs experience

: ; 13947 Toby Tr. (530) 274-7971
Tasting Room Vineyard & Winery
124 W Main St 11179 Gibson Dr Grass Valley, CA 95945 SCL#724063
Gra-Neva Gram
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