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Phil Starr delivering Sierra Starr wine with his 
1929 Model A Pickup Truck to Nevada 

County Fair Wine & Beer pavilion



This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A's, the Grass 
Valley/Nevada City Chapter of the Model A Ford 
Club of America (MAFCA). Feel free to use 
information here, with credit.  

Club members may place a business card size 
advertisement  in this newsletter for a small fee; 
contact the Treasurer. 

OFFICERS 2025 
President Aaron Johnson     530-477-5856 
Vice-President  Calvin Campbell     918-605-7050 
Treasurer          Jan Elliott     310-809-2438 
Editor  Bill Yanko     530-432-2579 
Secretary Sandy Yanko     530-432-2579 
Membership Gary Spencer     510-502-9329 
Tour Directors Ryck Johnson     916-765-7081 
  Gary Spencer     510-502-9329 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2025 
ACCC  Bill Mitchell      530-273-1620 
Asst. Editor Shania Pacheco     530-566-9332                                  
B'days/Anniv. Jennifer Johnson    530-477-5856 
Historian Bill Mitchell      530-273-1620 
Publicity Donna Lichti      530-559-5368 
Sunshine Jennifer Johnson    530-477-5856 
Sheriff  Steve Straw      530-432-9132 
Technical Steve Turnsk          530-277-1922 
Webmaster Bill Yanko      530-432-2579 

GRA-NEVA GRAM 
Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 PM.  We welcome all guests. 
Check our Newsletter for location. 

If you are interested in membership in MAFCA, write 
to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA 90631 or 
go to https://www.mafca.com/membership.html. 

*Not affiliated with Ford Motor Company 

Items for the newsletter  can be emailed to: 
byanko@mac.com 

Check our Website at: granevaas.com  
for past newsletters 

Cover Photo: 1929 Woodie Wagon. This is the first year 
they made the Woodie wagon. It came to Phil from Detroit 
so possibly never got far from home.  It is the Murray body 
Woodie.  Phil  has the tag showing the body number, which 
he found under the seat and is now mounted on the dash. 
It's M250  7980.The M250 means Murray built this body. 
The body style of that designation is 150-A made in 1929 
and designates a station wagon. 4,954 were made. Not 
sure what the 7980 designation means.  Anyone know?


PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
For October/November 2025

The Johnson’s, Mitchell’s and Plante’s all went 
on a journey to find the best ever, most epic, 
most unbelievable Model A roads.  And we 
found them.  They do exist.  Turns out they’re 
off of Highway 395.  We explored Bridgeport, 
Silver Lake. The Alabama hills and more.  
Would you believe there’s even a train 
museum.  The roads are wonderful and 
endless.  Gas prices have a bit of a swing from 
town to town, at times $3 or more per gallon 
different.  Never a loss for views to see or 
things to do.  But there is a catch in the fall.  
Really low overnight temps.  Lowest thus far 
was 22 degrees, and we camped!  So more 
stories to come, photos to follow, and roads to 
explore. 
Godspeed, 
AJ
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Editor's Notes 
         

Well, it's about time.  Time for what you ask?  We've 
been in the club for 6 years now and Sandy and I finally 
went on a mystery tour.  And it was a mystery for us.  
We had no idea where we were going.  That in itself is 
not a new experience, but usually we did it on our own.  
Over the years we've discovered some interesting 
things in the process of trying to figure out where we 
were. Sometimes getting lost has its benefits. It's 
become more challenging to get lost these days with 
GPS in your car or on your phone, but nothing is fool 
proof.  Back to the tour, on the way we visited the 
Tallac Historic Site consisting of three estates built on 
the shores of Lake Tahoe between 1894 and 1923. The 
museum is located in one of the houses built by Lucky 
Baldwin's grand daughter.  The site originally had an 
estate built by Lucky Baldwin, but the original building 
is no longer there.  "Lucky" seems to frequently pop up 
in my life.  During our working careers we lived in 
Arcadia ,CA  Lucky bought Rancho Santa Anita in 1875 
for $200,000.  Land from the rancho was later sold off 
to create the towns of Arcadia, Monrovia and Sierra 
Madre.  I can't comprehend what the cumulative value 
of that property is now.  During our southern California 
life we also got a vacation cabin in Big Bear Lake in the 
San Bernardino mountains.  In 1875, Baldwin 
expanded into the Big Bear region, opening a powerful 
steam-driven stamp mill that fueled a Big Bear Valley 
gold boom.  From a hill above our cabin we can look 
out on Baldwin Lake, another remnant of Baldwin's 
holdings.  I wish some of his luck would rub off on us.  
Maybe I should buy a lottery ticket.  Enough of my 
musings. There's more about the Mystery Tour later in 
the newsletter. 

Enjoy, 
      Bill

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  
Italic print dates show events of general interest

11/22/25: Souper Saturday.  New Covenant Baptist

Church, 12582 Squirrel Creek Road , Grass Valley. 
See Page 19 for details.  

12/18/25:  Christmas Party/Dinner  5:30 PM at 
Buti's Home, 15476 Rattlesnake Rd., Grass Valley.  
See page 20 for details.  

12/TBA/25:  Xmas Lights Tour.  Not scheduled yet.  
Dependent on weather.  Watch email for updates. 

1/1/26:  Hangover Tour.  Meet at Target at 10:30 
AM.  Tour will end at Spencer's house in Alta Sierra 
for a New Year's Day celebration and lunch.  Bring 
a dish to share.  Watch email for any updates.   

Pop-up Day Trips:  Due to winter weather coming 
up, no tours are currently planned.  Watch email for 
occasional pop-up day trips when weather permits.   

****************************************************

Cars and Coffee - every Saturday at Target 
(Kmart) GV from 8-10 AM  

Also at Mel’s in Auburn on Wednesdays from 
6-9 pm. And you get your dinner discounted. 
Outdoor and indoor seating. It’s fun!!  

Technical Assistance

 Gra-Neva Gram
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Need a little help with 
your car? Call Steve 

Turnsk for expert 
advice.  


530-277-1922

or 


saturnsk@yahoo.com




          Happy 
     Birthday    
             October  
 10/5  Roy Lebeck 
 10/17  Virginia Campbell  
 10/19  Jim Luckinbill 
  
  November   
 11/6 Donna Lichti 
 11/20  Ryck Johnson  
 11/21 Bill Steen 

   Anniversary
   Celebrations
    October  
 10/19 Steve & Kristi Turnsk 
 10/21 Eddie Steele & Shania   
  Pacheco  

 November  
      No weddings
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Sharon 
Says…

Member's Page

Hi Everyone! 
Can you believe that it’s almost winter; boy the months 
are going quickly. Between Dr. visits and Bingo, I’m 
having a good time.  I hope you all have a wonderful 
Halloween and have fun. Miss you all so much.  
Love and Hugs ♥ ♥  
Sharon 
PS There’s a MAFCA car club out here"

GOTS & WANTS
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RON'S TECH TIP PAGE
This month's Tech Tip comes from the October 2025 issue of Going 
Places, the Columbus, Indiana Model A Club newsletter.  It's a nice 
trouble shooting guideline for investigating electrical problems.  
Thanks to Going Places for sharing this.

Bill Yanko
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When you plan to store the Model A
during the off-months, it is essential that
you take a few extra precautions to en-
sure that it will be running the way you
remember when you take it out next sea
son. Follow these simple steps will keep
your Model A running its best and 
protect your investment for years to 
come.

Fill you tank with fresh gas and use
STA-BIL fuel stabilizer. Old gas in you
tank breaks down over time, and leaving 
old gas in your Model A can lead
to gummed-up or varnished fuel lines,
and carburetors. However, there are
several disadvantages to draining old
fuel as well. Draining fuel exposes the
bare metal in the tank and fuel system
to air and moisture that causes rust and
corrosion, and can dry out gaskets and
seals leading to leaks when the system
is refilled. The best solution is to fill
your fuel tank with fresh fuel, and add
STA-BIL fuel stabilizer. STA-BIL will
keep your fuel fresh for up to 12 months.
Make sure you read the directions you
only use one ounce per 2.5 gallons of
fuel.

Change your engine oil. During the
year, acids, dirt and water can 
accumulate inside the engine oil

Engine oil acts like a garbage can or
waste collector for all the things that are
created by the combustion or are broken
apart with high heat and friction. Any
unburned fuel, unspent exhaust gases, 
or water vapor is trapped inside your 
engine. During storage, (a period of 
months),some of these chemicals 
eventually break down the viscosity of 

your engine oil and can even begin to
corrode metal surfaces.

Lubricate door latches and locks us-
ing a dry lubricant like a graphite-based
cable lube or Dri-Slide.

Remove your battery, disconnect the
cables or attach a battery trickle or 
tender unit to the battery. When it is not 
being used on a regular basis, a battery 
will gradually lose its charge.  You can 
also use a battery tender, a small 
“smart” charger that turns it self on and 
off as needed so that your battery never 
overcharges. We have used C-Tek and 
X-treme charge battery tenders on the 
Model A Times Model As. 

Tires: Keep you tires out of direct
sunlight. Rubber is sensitive to ultra-
violet light, and prolonged exposure to 
UV light will cause tires to crack and 
split, and cause premature tire failure. 
This condition is known as “dry rot”. Jack 

Winterizing Your Model A and Storing for the Winter 
This article was submitted to the newsletter by Vern Harms, It was originally published in 

the Model A Times in winter, 2009.  The Model A Times ended publication during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

Bill Yanko
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up the car and put it on “jack stands” to 
take the weight off your tires. Inflate your
tires to their proper level. Under inflated
tires can cause flat spots in your tires,
shortening their usable life. 

Clean your Model A thoroughly.
Start when the engine is cool, and care-
fully remove all road grime, grease, tar,
stains and bugs from all painted 
surfaces, chromed parts and wheels. 
Make sure you use a good quality 
cleaner. Dry your Model A thoroughly, 
and apply a polish to all painted and 
exposed metal surfaces.This will protect 
your finish from color fade caused by UV 
light. 

Store your Model A inside or use a
car cover. Protect your car from snow,
ice, freezing rain, and wild temperature
variances. When you can’t store your
Model A inside, make sure you get a
car cover that is form-fitting, breathable,
long-term cover. The cover will keep
dust off of your car and it will also keep
the kids from playing on it. The price
of a Model A cover is money well spent.
If you are storing your Model A inside,
make sure the cover is designed for in-
door storage and that it is made from a
breathable material (like Gortex), or ask
your auto parts or service store for the
proper cover to fit you Model A.
Store your Model A in a Low-Traffic
Area. Don’t store your Model A in a lo-

cation where anyone Is likely to trip on
it, tip it over, drop a tool on it, or dent it
with a car door, or a dropped wrench.

Following these suggestions will
make the beginning of the next tour sea-
son more pleasant and enjoyable.

Note:  There are many battery maintainers 
available besides the examples mentioned 
in this article.  They cover a large range in 
price and features.  Be sure the model you 
are looking at has the ability to switch 
between 6 and 12 volts if you plan to use 
it on a 6 volt Model A.  

Bill Yanko
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Hi there Gran-Neva As Members! I am submitting for your entertainment, another Mildly Interesting 
article that is not very deep, I promise.  I learned a new thing! Adjustable lifters and cam shafts 
operate the valves up and down in the Model A engine. (Bet you know that already.) Ah, just picture 
it: Oily parts in motion. (Steven wanted me to add “in a blanket of fog”, but I said it interrupted the 
flow of the paragraph.) 
  
Let’s get on with my story. My poor mother...She was a young parent.  In fact, I was her senior project 
in high school.  By the time she was dressed up for Prom, I was already “on the way”.  But one of her 
many other misfortunes involved falling.  If there was a puddle or hazard within any 5-miles radius, 
my mom's feet would find it. And yes, she was very young at the time of this tale. 
  
So one day when I was five, I got hold of the forbidden garden hose in the backyard.  Forbidden, 
because water plus yard soil equals a muddy little child needing another set of clean clothes. But there 
I was, wetting down the entire short flight of back porch stairs....water was everywhere.  Then, you 
guessed it, here came my mom down the steps. Yes, she slipped on the steps and down she went, 
spraining three fingers on her left hand. She had to be taken to emergency to have her rings removed 
with a saw while her fingers were beginning to swell into jumbo sausages.  
  
No one mentioned anything to me about the water on the steps but I felt terrible. It was a beautiful 
spring day and the cheery song of robins always takes me back to that afternoon. So, you might say 
that the little robin red-breast is my Guilt Bird.  There is a quote from a book of poems by Joan Walsh 
Anglund. who said, “The bird sings not because it has an answer, but because it has a song.” Believe 
me though, the birds in that neighborhood knew the answer that day.  I was a naughty girl. 

The other notable guilt trigger I experience has to do with my rather poor gardening skills. Even 
though I learn more about growing things each year, I have not yet measured up to the bright green 
thumbs of my grandparents. So, the very smell of dirt brings on a big wave of guilt. Therefore, I 
continue my cathartic journey toward healthier plants. 
  
Thank you for letting me “vent”.  Until next time,  Kristi 

    
   

Kristi's Korner
CHILDHOOD GUILT

Bill Yanko
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International Model A Ford Day – Worldwide ( September 13 in 2025) is just a day for all Model A Enthusiasts around the 
world to drive their cars on this same day,.  A few of our club members (see photos) got into the spirit and planned a local 
drive to show off our cars.  Our Model-A-Days tour turned out to be a surprising event.  We toured Nevada City through  back 
roads that most of us had never seen before.  Then, we experienced an adventure of going to Denise Hugenberger’s 
incredible property. 

Denise and her husband Ray had built a small “Town” on the backside of their property, complete with barns, small houses, 
stores and garages.  This little “town” is full of collectible antiques, Model A parts, artifacts from the 1940s and 50s, old radios, 
telephones, hit and miss engines—the real definition of “barn finds”.  There were gas pumps, tractors, mowers, boats and 
more.  Ray even had a reel type lawn mower powered by a Maytag engine.  The prize was a 1931  Slant-Window 4-door 
Model A Sedan ready for some love and restoration, perfectly placed in an old-time garage. 

 We all had an amazing day.  The tour ended with pizza at Mountain Mikes Pizza.  Just fun and laughter for all.  Maybe we 
can get more cars participating next year! 

International Model A Day 
Calvin & Virginia Campbell

A small group prepares to celebrate International Model A 
Day, including Calvin & Virginia Campbell, Wayne & Tish 
Buti, Doug Giles, & Linda Johnson in a chase car.  Denise 
Hugenberger graciously provided a tour of her property.

Bill Yanko
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      2025 MYSTERY TOUR

Note from Tour Leaders Gary & Janet 
Spencer:  With rain forecast on the mystery 
tour route to South Lake Tahoe, several people 
left their Model A’S at home and drove their 
modern cars.  Only the Campbells chose to 
bring their classic car. After a few stops along 
the way, we arrived at our motel and following a 
rest break, we met for a happy hour. Virginia 
Campbell had guessed correctly where we 
were going so she won a prize of a brand new 
stand mixer for her kitchen. (Actually it turned 
out to be a little toy mixer.) We did have a few 
sprinkles during the night and on the way back 
home but overall the weather and the 
participants were quite pleasant. Thanks to all 
who participated! 

Final destination, 
South Lake Tahoe, 
near Lakeside Beach 
on California side of 
border. 

After heading east on Hwy 20 to old Hwy 40 over the Sierras, the first stop was  Cisco Grove Gould Park.  This is the 
location of an old Hwy 40 rest stop .  The stone building was a gift shop. Upper right, Janet Spencer is in the shadows 
looking for the gifts. Lower left, others in the group look for the rest room.  Lower right, the headwaters of the South Yuba 
River also flow through Cisco Grove Park.  

Bill Yanko
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      2025 MYSTERY TOUR

Top left is an interesting fireplace that 
warmed the store and visitors during 
the winter.  To right, Kay Harms 
practices her pine cone arranging 
skills, while center left, Gary Spencer 
& Dan Wagner debate who has 
better looking knees.  During the 
years this was an active road stop, 
they also rented small cabins as 
seen in the center.  After the pine 
cones were arranged correctly and 
the knee question was settled, we 
departed heading to Donner Lake on 
Donner Pass Road where we had 
some gorgeous views of the lake and 
the top of the Sierras.  

Bill Yanko
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      2025 MYSTERY TOUR

We stopped at a large turn-out parking area to enjoy 
the views and pose for a group portrait with Donner 
Lake in the background, still not knowing what our final 
destination was. Could it be Donner Lake, or maybe 
Truckee?  The rock formations around the turn-out 
area added to the scenery.  Due to possible weather 
concerns, Calvin Campbell was the only one who 
drove a classic car this trip.  So unfortunately for 
Calvin, he was the only one who attracted attention 
from younger women on this trip.  It was a heavy 
burden, but Calvin handled it well.  As you can see 
looking through the rear window, Virginia was right 
there to help if necessary!

The mystery travelers were (from the left) Kay & Vern Harms, 
Calvin & Virginia Campbell, Gary & Janet Spencer (Tour 
Leaders), Dan Wagner, Sandy & Bill Yanko, Denise Hugenberger, 
Debra Bamber & Roman Kvapil

Bill Yanko
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      2025 MYSTERY TOUR

After departing the Donner Lake view turn-out, we drove 
through Donner Lake and on to Truckee where we had lunch 
at Dairy Queen, now officially called DQ.  Lunch included ice 
cream of course.  Then we headed toward Lake Tahoe and 
proceeded along the west shore toward South Lake Tahoe to 
our next stop, Lake Tahoe Visitor Center.  This location was 
devoted to learning more about the Tahoe environment as it 
was before development. There are easy hiking trails and a 
"stream profile chamber ". This is a cave like structure that 
lets you view a natural stream as if you were looking into an 
aquarium.  At the right times of the year, one can see salmon 
spawning here..  

Bill Yanko
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      2025 MYSTERY TOUR

Just around the corner from the Visitor Center was 
the Tallac Historic Site, an area of preserved lake side 
estates of the wealthy from the late 1800's and early 
1900's.  One house, the lake estate built by Lucky 
Baldwin's granddaughter, is now a museum.  The 
entry way is shown above.  Top right, Sandy Yanko  
just discovered the gift shop!.  This one wasn't  an 
abandoned historic site.  It was now getting toward 
the end of the day, so it appeared South Lake Tahoe 
must be the Mystery Tout destination.  From the 
Tallac Site, we followed our guide to the Blue Lake 
Inn.   After getting checked in and a little time for a 
rest break, we joined up for a happy hour hosted by 
Tour Leaders  Gary & Janet.  Gary started the day 
with a contest to guess where the Mystery Tour was 
going.  He collected notes with each person's guess.  
Virginia was the only one who guessed South Lake 
Tahoe, so she won the prize, a new kitchen mixer.  
We're all waiting for the first batch of cookies.  

Bill Yanko
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      2025 MYSTERY TOUR

Wrapping up our first  day we had an excellent dinner at Izabella Ristorante Italiano (top left). After a restful night at the Blue Lake 
Inn, we assembled the next morning at Heidi's Pancake House, a popular South Lake Tahoe spot.  Most of us took leftovers home.  
Then it was back to the mountain highway (bottom right) to head home.. Well, not really.  That photo was on the wall at our next 
stop, the Lake Tahoe Historical Society Museum.  It gives one pause to think that was how the Sierra mountain roads were in the 
era our cars were built.     

Bill Yanko
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      2025 MYSTERY TOUR

The Lake Tahoe Historical Society Museum is pictured 
above and Diane, the docent leading us on our private 
tour, is to the right.  She was knowledgeable, 
enthusiastic, and friendly.  It was an exceptional museum 
visit.  After we finished at the museum, it was time to 
head home.  Below, the travelers stopped at a roadside 
scenic view turnout on Hwy 20 on our way to Nevada 
City and home.  Everyone is waving goodbye for now, 
and looking forward to next year's Mystery Tour.  And 
one last thing, you can call Kay to order your own pine 
cone arrangement for Xmas.  Supplies are limited. !

Bill Yanko
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Miners Picnic 2025

The Miner's Picnic was on August 23, 2025 at the 
Empire Mine State Historic Park.  This annual 
picnic began in 1895 as a benefit for the families 
of deceased miners.  Once again the Gra-Neva 
A's were invited to bring their cars to be part of 
the historical event.  The cars were staged in the 
driveway leading to the mine owners cottage as 
might have occurred for personal guests of the 
owner.   Top left: cars line up at Union Hill School 
for short drive to enter the park.  Logistics were 
coordinated by Jim Luckinbill.  On right: cars are 
arriving at the entry gate to the Bourne 
"Cotttage", and bottom, parked along the 
driveway.  

Bill Yanko
17



 Gra-Neva Gram

Miners Picnic 2025

Right, another view of our cars parked on the driveway.  The 
weather was forecast to be in the upper 90's, but the group 
had a lovely shaded area to set up chairs for a picnic.  There 
were light breezes and everyone reported it turned out to be 
a very comfortable day.  Center left: club members relax in 
the shade, and right, a young couple admire a Model A.  
Perhaps he's promising her they will have one to drive 
someday.  Bottom right: AJ Johnson take some costumed 
ladies for drive, and right, Jim Luckinbill explains to Virginia 
Campbell why Calvin needs to buy a Model T!  Club 
members participating were: Jim Luckinbill (Leader) Calvin 
& Virginia Campbell, AJ, Jenn, & Adler Johnson (2 cars),  
Vern & Kay Harms, Ryck & Linda Johnson. Wayne & Tish 
Buti, with family (3 cars), and Steve & Kristin Plante & family 
(2 cars).  If my math is correct, we had 11 cars at the picnic. 

Bill Yanko
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 Souper Saturday,  
November 22, 2025.   

Location:  New 
Covenant 
Baptist 
Church,  12582 
Squirrel Creek 
Road , Grass 
Valley, 
California.   (It 
is 1.5 miles 
from the corner 

of Squirrel Creek Road and West Main Street. to 
the church.)  The soup lunch will start at 12:00 
noon.  There will be a short meeting after we've 
had dessert.  Five people are bringing soup  
Bring your own table service, utensils, 
drinking glass, placemat and/or napkin but 
most importantly bring a SOUP bowl.  (We 
are meeting at a church; no alcoholic beverages 
please.)  If you are not a soup maker, please 
bring a salad or dessert to share.  Call Kay 
Harms for additional information or questions.  
(530) 272-4683.

Hand Held Walkie Talkies 
We had some difficulties with small GMRS WalkieTalkies 
on the Mystery Tour, so.I did some homework on Walkie 
Talkies.  As it turns out, my older Audiovox WalkieTalkies 
that I already owned have the ability to tune to sub-
channels.  I just didn’t know it.  The new Baofeng radio I 
had with me on the tour does not have that capability.   

What is confusing is that the commonly referred to sub-
channels are not really sub-channels.  They are privacy 
codes or squelch filters and have nothing to do with the 
frequency. Most small Walkie-Talkies have 22 channels. 
Each channel can have 38 privacy codes.  The codes 
are filters that screen out other users' transmissions on the 
same frequency. It functions as a "distraction canceller" by 
appending an inaudible tone or code to your outgoing 
transmissions, which then allows your radio to filter out any 
incoming messages that don't have the matching tone or 
code.  The terminology “sub-channel” is confusing because 
it sounds like something you tune in to.  What you are 
actually doing is tuning in the channel and then assigning 
one of the privacy codes (1 - 38) to the channel you are 
using.  So 7.1 is channel 7 with privacy code 1 attached to 
it.  If you have a radio that does not have privacy codes, 
you will probably be able to hear  other transmissions, but 
not be able to transmit to radios that have a privacy code 
set.  So if you are looking for Walkie-Talkie  radios to use 
on club tours, be sure they have privacy code capability. 

Bill Yanko
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