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Gra-Neva Gram 

A pre-tour Friday, November 6th at 
the Grass Valley Brewing Company.  
The rally will start Saturday, Novem-
ber 7th. 
 
Roadster in the front is AJ Johnson’s.  
Standing in red with black hat with 
Adler in brown hat.   
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GRA-NEVA GRAM 

Aaron Johnson 
Bill Mitchelll 
Jan Elliott 
Sharon Pierce 
Sandy Yanko 
Kristi Turnsk 
Vern Harms 
 

OFFICERS 2020 
President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 
Editor 
Secretary 
Membership 
Tour Director 

272-4683 
273-1620 
273-5829 
470-8930 
432-2579 
274-7079 
272-4683 

ACCC 
Asst Editor 
B’days&Anniv. 
Historian 
Publicity 
Sheriff 
Sunshine 
Technical 
Webmaster

Bill Mitchell 
Karen Mitchell 
Jennifer Johnson 
Bill Mitchell 
Bobbie Whiting 
Steve Straw 
Jennifer Johnson 
Ron Pierce 
Bridgette Holzapple 

273-1620 
273-1620 
272-4683 
273-1620 
470-9191 
432-9132 
272-4683 
470-8930 
268-3800 

This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-
ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 
America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 
with credit. 
 
Club members may place a business card size 
advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 
Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month -  (place not yet been decided) 
at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  
 
If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  
write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  
90631 
 
Also join us for an informal get-together at the  
Paulette’s Country Kitchen, Wednesday mornings 
about 7:00 a.m. in the “vault”. 
 

Items for the newsletter can be 
emailed to: 

sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 
 

Check our Website at: 
Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2020 

President’s Message for  NOVEMBER 2020 

Sunshine Report 

 

 

Dear Club, 
 
Well it sure was a year for the record 
books.  But we made it to the other end.  I 
hope you have a wonderful Holiday season.   

Stay safe, well fed, well loved, and just 
well.  We’re going to try hard to assemble 
these pieces in 2021.  We’ll celebrate our 
60th and 61st year.   

We’ll go to car shows, and coffee, tours and 
dinners, parades and mischief.  Let’s have a 
few garage tours and maybe some bbq’s.   

Keep an eye on your emails as we may also 
try to squeak in a Christmas Lights Tour be-
fore it’s over. 
 
Godspeed, 
 
AJ  
 

Hopefully everyone had a great Thanksgiving, in spite all our restrictions.  
personally missed all my family.  Stay well. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  
Italic print dates show events of general interest 

2020 Gra-Neva A’s Meetings: (Thursday) 
 
November & December - Cancelled 
 
 
 
UPCOMING Model A Tours for 2020:  
 
December 6th, Sunday, Driving Tour…. Plus 
ice cream.  Meet at Kmart at 2:30.  Please 
RSVP to Vern Harms - he needs a correct 
count right away. 
 
December 20th, Sunday– Xmas Lights Tour. 
Meet at Kmart @ 7pm.  Bill Mitchell leading. 
 

 
Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2020 
 
 
 
************************************************************* 
 Cars & Coffee - every Saturday at Kmart 

GV from 8-10AM 
 
 Also at Mel’s in Auburn on Wednesdays I 

think from 6-9 pm.  And you get your dinner 
discounted.  Outdoor seating.  It’s fun!! 

  
 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 
 
Hello all my friends~ 
 
Well I put together a few pictures of the Rally and 
pictures of “New Members” with their stories. 
 
I hope I see you all before 2021.  Not sure Ron’s  
wanting to get out there with the numbers in-
creasing daily.  Very scary for us. 
 
Please stay safe and enjoy who you have near 
you.  Try to make the tours coming up.  People do 
work on these for all of you!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Your Editor & Publisher 

            Sharon Pierce 

 
PS WATCH FOR THE BRAND NEW 
  GRANEVA’A WEBSITE!!! COMING 
       SOON!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 

If you need any Technical advice, 
please contact Ron Pierce at  

530-470-8930. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Jennifer Johnson  
for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

Moto Meter parts, whole unit without 
wings, cap with mounting hole, dog bone 
etc. for '30-'31 radiator. Will pay top dollar. 
  
Check with Doug McKee 
831-594-6003 
 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by 

the Elks Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/

free refills.  Please pay up! 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

pies, etc) will be brought in by in-

dividual members, alphabetically by 

last name each month.  

  

Any questions re refreshments or 

can’t make it to the meeting, please 

contact Aaron Johnson and/or Bill 

Mitchell 
 

************************** 

 

STAY TUNED - NOT SURE 

WHERE EACH MONTH. 

 
 

 
12/4  Bob Ambrose 
12/5  Janet Spencer 
12/10 Jerry Dorville 
12/15  Karen Mitchell 
 
 
 
 

1/3 Danielle Alfaro 
1/3 Jennifer Johnson 
1/4 Debbie Luckinbill 
1/9 Gary Spencer 
1/20 Bobbie Whiting 
1/24 Louise Bearresen 
1/24 Virginia Stevenson 
 
 

December - January 
 ANNIVERSARIES 

December - January 
 BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
12/20  Wayne & Tish 
               Buti 
12/31  Buzz & Jan 
              Elliott 
 
 

 
 
1/24 Weldon & Irene 
             Travis 
1/27 Bill & Sandy 
              Yanko 
 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Trans Sierra Rally November 6 and 7th.  Pictures below are 
contestants in the Rally. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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1928 GMC TRUCK 

Dr. Matt Muellenhoff local 
Dermatologist.in town.  This 
is his Raspberry Coupe 
1930 Model A 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Brendan Fowler’s 1929 Model AA 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Jackson California, March 17th, 2015.  Left front: Sharon Pierce, Sandy Hudenmer, Gary 
Emanuel (Sharon’s brother), Bob Ambrose, ………..  Left front: Jan and Buzz Elliott, Ron 
Pierce and Steve Halverson. 

Steve Turnsk’s 1930—2dr Sedan Model A - Made into a truck. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Virginia City, Nevada September 2016.   
Ron Pierce and Ted Baerresen 

Louise Baerresen and Sharon Pierce hanging out with Betty Boop and a Blue’s Brother. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS: Chris and Beth Buti 
 
Chris was born and raised in Grass Valley, and went to NU High school, then to College of 
Laverne.  Beth was born and raised in San Francisco and attended UC Santa Barbara.  We 
met in San Francisco, while Chris was living on a sailboat in Alameda.  (We’re both from sail-
ing families!)  
 
We moved to Grass Valley in 2001 and are both teachers in the area.  We have two children. 
Their daughter is 17 and their son is 15.  
  
Beth grew up with a father who loved to work on cars and had a few Model As in his day.   
Chris started getting the itch to purchase an older car after friends participated in the Tran 
Sierra Antique Car Rally last year. 
 
This past year, Chris and his Dad have been on a mission to find a car they could race in the 
rally.  Instead they kept finding cars that were too beautiful to race but they wanted to hold 
onto.  Four cars later, they finally found one they could use.  During the process of these 
purchases, Chris has been helping his dad work on the cars, which has been a lot of fun for 
them to do together. 
 
The car they chose for the Rally ran great!  Although we don't have our own personal Model 
A yet, we are excited to be part of this organization and hope to join in on some of the rides 
and festivities this upcoming year! 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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My wife Cris and I moved to Grass Valley in 2014 from Montana. We were 
“done” with 9 months of winter (though we both love the wilderness in Mon-
tana!) and traded it for 9 months of summer. We are both retired. I come 
originally from Wisconsin and spent my working life in the Midwest. Cris 
comes from Dublin Ireland, and came to Montana at the age of 40. We met 
and married in 2006. Between us we have 3 grown children and two grand-
children. 
 
My family has long been involved in automobiles. My grandfather worked 
closely with Ford in the early decades of the 20th century. My father 
(stepfather actually) was an avid car collector. At one point in the 1960's he 
attempted to collect one of each type of Model A ever produced. He got 
close to 40 and realized he would never find them all!! So he sold most of 
them off and got interested in early race cars, mostly Millers. But we always 
had a Model A around, and just before my 16th birthday he gave me an unre-
stored but reasonably complete '30 pickup truck. With some help with the 
engine rebuild, I (rough) restored it myself and drove it until I went to college. 
At one point years later I traded it for a 1 ½ ton AA. Then life intervened and 
following the work I moved to Illinois and couldn't take it with me. How I wish 
I still had the pickup!! 

Meet Our New Members - Jack & Cris Kuehn 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Continued……………. 
 
 
Last April my mother passed away at the age of 97. Her estate included a 1930 Phae-
ton which she willed to me. The story of this car is that my parents were invited to go to 
France and participate the “Voiture Anciennes Rally of Monaco.” My stepdad had re-
stored this Phaeton some time earlier and modified it with a Miller racing engine and a 
later transmission. You had to lift the hood to see the mod, otherwise it looked unmodi-
fied. Before they went to France with this car, they put the original Model A engine 
back in the car, and that's how it came to me after my mother passed away. In France 
they drove it over 2000 miles with no issues. I have a photo album of the trip and a 
daily journal my mother kept.  
 
The restoration is showing its age, but it was a beautiful job, and the car has the 
smoothest running Model A engine I've ever heard. It has a later Ford transmission 
with 3 speed synchro. Otherwise it is original except for an under hood battery shelf 
and an oil pressure gauge. The title to the car is still in my stepfather's name (though 
he passed away 10 years ago!), and we are working out how to get a Wisconsin title I 
can take to CA DMV to get a California title and registration, so though it runs perfectly, 
I can't take it on the road yet! 
  
I heard about Gra-Neva A's just by googling, and signed up immediately.    
 
 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 


