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This was definitely one of those great Model A photo ops. It
comes to us from the Big Sky A's in Missoula, Montana via
MAFCA. We have some great scenic locations here in the
Sierra Foothills Gold Rush County. Let's work on finding more
of our own memorable photo ops this year!
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A's, the
Grass Valley/Nevada City Chapter of the Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). Feel free to use
information here, with credit.
Club members may place a business card size
advertisement in this newsletter for a small fee;
contact the Treasurer.
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GRA-NEVA GRAM
Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of
each month at 7:00 PM. We welcome all guests.

Check our Newsletter for location.

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
For February 2022

Club,
Well, February passed quickly and we are
ﬁercely heading into spring. Sounds like we
may get a week or two of weather here soon
and I think we’d all agree that we should take
all the rain we can get. It’s just so hard geBng
used to winters that are mid 60’s during the day
and sunshine. Here’s a link to a touring club
menFoned at the last meeFng hGps://
modelatouring.club/. Looks like fun. Two of
our members have joined and are looking
forward to 1800 miles of repairs… I mean
driving. Be looking for tour ideas to get to Our
tour chairs, and if you want to plan something
grand then do it. Life is short folks. Enjoy the
ride.
Godspeed,
AJ

If you are interested in membership in MAFCA,
write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA
90631 or go to https://www.mafca.com/
membership.html.
Items for the newsletter can be emailed to:

byanko@mac.com

Check our Website at: granevaas.com
for past newsletters

No news is always good
news. Stay safe and enjoy
the sunshine!
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Bold & underlined print dates show oﬃcial club events.
Italic print dates show events of general interest

Gra-Neva A's Meetings - 4th Thursday of Month
March 24: Monthly meeting at Trailblazers Pizza in
Alta Sierra. 6 PM for Dinner & 7 PM for meeting.
Stay tuned for news about possible March tour.
Weather may still be a factor. Activities discussed
include tour of almond processing plant and a
babbitt bearing demonstration (previously
cancelled).

***************************************************
Cars and Coﬀee - every Saturday at Target
(Kmart) GV from 8-10 AM
Also at Mel’s in Auburn, every Wednesday from
6-9 pm. And you get your dinner discounted.
Outdoor and indoor seating. It’s fun!!
Cruise Nights Downtown Auburn, 5 to 9 PM
May 13 & June 10, 2022.
Sacramento Swap Meet, Yolo County
Fairgrounds, April 23, 2022, (916) 955-8777 or
https://www.sacramentoswapmeet.com.
Sacramento Autorama Car Show, Cal Expo,
April 29 thru May 1, 2022.

Technical Assistance
We have a great article for Ron's Tech Tip page
this month by Ryck Johnson and Ted Baerresen.
They describe a coolant recovery system Ted
designed and installed in his car, that's now
owned by Ryck. We appreciated Ted's input for
the article. If you need maintenance help, talk to
your fellow members, or send a note to us and
we'll get it in the newsletter.
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Happy belated Valentine's Day, and I hope
you didn't feel too guilty about all that
chocolate! Have you had chocolate and red
wine together? Or chocolate and Port?
Really good! But guess I should move on.
Last month we ran an article about Panhard
bar stabilizers for Model A's. We asked if
anyone in the club had these installed or
had any experience with them. There were
no responses, so I'm assuming none of our
members have tried this method for
improving stability. If you do have these
installed, it's not too late. Please share your
experience. We also posted a note last
month about the Model A Touring Club and
a flyer for a planned Pacific Northwest Tour.
As a result, two of our members, the
Johnson's and Campbell's decided to sign
up for the trip. This month we have the
plans for a simple radiator water overflow
that's I'm sure many of you will appreciate.
Sandy was on board with me last October
when we stepped in to help keep this
newsletter going, but she's involved in
numerous other activities, as well as serving
as GraNeva A's Secretary.
Sometimes
there just are not enough hours, so she is
stepping down as the Co-Guest-Editor.
That's a mouthful. I'm still hoping Sharon will
remain active with the newsletter. A classic
65 Mustang may not be a Model A, but it's
Ford history, and our Model A's surely enjoy
cruising around with one of their greatgrandkids following along!

Bill Yanko

HAVES & WANTS
Ryck Johnson is looking for a trailer to tow his
Model A to the starting point of a tour in May. If
you have a trailer that would be available then,
contact Ryck at ryckjohnson@gmail.com or
530-268-8813 for details.

January - February

Birthdays
February
2/3
2/5
2/10
2/14
2/16
2/22
2/24
2/26

March 2022 Flying Quail Chapter
Coordinator Article.
From the desk of 2022 Chapter Coordinator
Robert Bullard
It seems to be a universal challenge with almost all of our
MAFCA Chapters to maintain and hopefully grow
membership. Most of our Chapters are facing declining
membership due to the aging of our existing members.
Each month I read in the Chapter newsletters ideas about
increasing membership and the local chapter activities
for actually going out and getting those members.
This month I’d like to oﬀer some thoughts about how to
welcome those new members into our Chapters and
MAFCA. Almost nothing can be as exciting, or as
intimidating for a new member as attending their first club
meeting or event. These initial interactions with new
members or even just guests will go a long way in
determining if they will join and become active in the
Chapter. First impressions are crucial for “first timers” to
feel wanted and respected. Some thoughts about steps
to take on those first interactions:
1. Make sure the Chapter President or Membership
Director introduces them to the entire club and
encourages the new members/guests to say a few words
about themselves, their car(s) and why Model A’s interest
them.
2. Encourage existing members to introduce themselves
and interact with the new members/guests to make them
feel wanted and included.
3. Some Chapters have a “New Member” packet that
contains amongst other items: copy of the Chapter bylaws, copy of a current Chapter roster, a current Chapter
newsletter, information about MAFCA including a
membership application and a list of upcoming Chapter
meetings and tours. If you don’t have one consider
creating one for the future.
4. Many existing members will be wearing their Chapter
name tags, so provide a temporary name tag for the
“newbies”. This will aid in preventing brain cramps and
forgetting a name at the worst possible moment.
I believe getting new members involved as quickly as
possible into the Chapter flow of activities is crucial in
maintaining their participation and membership.
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March
3/12
3/14
3/17
3/21
3/27
3/30

Barbara White
Karen Bansemer
Tish Buti
Welden Travis
Jan Elliott
Dorthy Johnson
Steve Turnsk
Steve Straw

Virginie Pelpel
Marty Clampitt
Wayne Buti
Georges Pelpel
Ron Stuckey
Kay Harms

January - February

Anniversaries
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February
2/27
Tim & Sally Walker
March
3/22
Bob & Bobbie Whiting

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
Gra-Neva Model A Club
February 24, 2022

Call to Order: President Aaron Johnson called the mee3ng to order at 7:05 pm at the Trailblazer Cra= Pizza and
Brews. There were no guests to introduce.
Reports:
Secretary: Sandy had no report. Aaron asked if anyone had any comments or correc3ons to the Minutes from
January mee3ng. There were none and the minutes were approved.
Treasurer: In Jan EllioJ’s absence Aaron read the treasurer’s report. The checking account balance as of Feb. 23,
2022, was $3,485.69, the two cash funds total $143.80. The Club’s total is $3,629.49.
Vice President: Bill Mitchell requested that following the ACCC (A triple C) be removed from his list of du3es. He
states there is liJle value following their ac3vity because there is rarely anything of note. A mo3on was made and
passed to remove this responsibility from the Vice President’s job descrip3on. Kay made the mo3on, seconded by
Calvin, and all approved.
Bill also asked about his responsibili3es as Historian of the Club. Should he con3nue to keep photos of club
ac3vi3es in physical binders as has been done in the past? He noted that presently digital photos are sent to the
club editor and appear monthly in the newsleJer. Ryck Johnson noted there is an on-line applica3on called Cluster
which can be used for groups sending pix around to each other. Discussion followed and there was consensus to
discon3nue use of physical photo albums going forward.
Editor: Bill Yanko, ac3ng editor, asked for members to please give him ar3cles about things of interest to the
Model A club members. He recently received an ar3cle from Ryck Johnson about a coolant recovery system for
the radiator in his car with very detailed instruc3ons and diagrams. He needs more input like this from members.
Membership: Gary Spencer brought new printed rosters to give to the members aJending. He said we now have
31 members. He has created a welcome package for new members. He noted that Phil Starr, who visited the club
last month does want to join and will do so when he returns from his trip.
Publicity: Bobbie Whi3ng was absent
Sunshine: Aaron asked for any need for Sunshine to send cards at this 3me. There were none.
Tour Co-Chairmen: Vern Harms reported that we had great weather for our tour to Bullard’s Bar Lake, Oregon
House for lunch, and Collins Lake for an ice cream stop. Everyone enjoyed gegng out and driving for the day. Rick
Johnson said he is planning an upcoming tour to an almond processing facility in Sacramento. Please watch your
email or newsleJer for details. Another idea is visi3ng the private car collec3on of the owner of the Miwall Corp in
Grass Valley.
Old Business: There was no old business.
New Business: There was no new business.
Technical: Steve Straw announced that tenta3vely on June 15 there would be a demonstra3on of pouring babbiJ
bearings for a model A engine. This was something that had been planned previously but had to be postponed by
the presenter. Calvin told us about his good experience with Calli 3re company in Sacramento. He had them
vulcanize whitewalls on his new 3res for his car for a very reasonable price. He will submit an ar3cle for the club
newsleJer. Steve Straw suggested asking the company to adver3se in our newsleJer.
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Announcements: Ryck Johnson and Calvin Campbell announced they have signed up to par3cipate in a Paciﬁc
Northwest Tour sponsored by the Model A Touring Club. This event and the tour group were highlighted in our
January Gra-Neva Gram. They will trailer their cars to and from the event.
Sheriﬀ: Steve Straw collected $3.00 from members not wearing their club badge.
AMendance Award: Kay Harms drew names for both the January and February aJendance awards. The January
3cket was Bob Ambrose who was not present for the January mee3ng. The February award of $20 went to Linda
Johnson.
50-50 Raﬄe: Calvin Campbell won $23 from the raﬄe.
The next mee3ng will be at the Trailblazer.
Adjournment: It was moved (Vern) and seconded (Gary) to adjourn the mee3ng. The mee3ng was adjourned by
President Aaron Johnson at 7:45 pm.
Respeckully submiJed,
Sandy Yanko, Secretary
AMendees: Victoria & Steve Straw, Kay & Vern Harms, Ryck & Linda Johnson, Janet & Gary Spencer,
Calvin & Virginia Campbell, Sandy & Bill Yanko, Jerry Dorville, Don & Donna Lich3, Bill Mitchell, Aaron Johnson,
John Burnside

Save Money on Whitewall Tires
by Calvin Campbell
Coker Tires has the molds and licensing rights to
reproduce antique car tires, including whitewalls, that
were made in the early years by major name brands
such as Firestone, Michelin, BF Goodrich, and
Uniroyal. Motor Trend magazine had an interesting
article a few years ago about Coker Tire that you can
find here: https://www.motortrend.com/how-to/
1001chp-coker-vintage-tire-insight/. They are very
proud of their tires, but they are pricey as well. A 215
70r16 radial that fits my car, with shipping and taxes,
produced a $1,700.00 invoice. As much as I wanted
whitewalls, I was not that needy for them.
Last year in talking with Ron Pierce about affording
whitewall tires. He gave me the name of Calli Tire in
Sacramento that take an existing new tire and
vulcanize a whitewall to the side of the tire; it may sell
for half the price of the Coker tire but will not have the
manufacturer’s name such as Firestone, or the
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appearance of the original mold for antiques. Several
weeks ago, I ordered tires from Calli Tire to fit my car
with a 2 ½ inch whitewall. They took Hankook new
tires that fit my car, put the whitewall on it, and shipped
it to me within their 3-week production schedule. They
are very well done and look great on the car. I would
recommend them for whitewall tires. You have the
choice of a whitewall in the dimensions of 1 inch, 2 ½
inch or 3 inch.
When you order
they give you a
production date for
when you should
get your tires. My
total bill for 4 tires
came to $739.00
and saved me
$1,000.00 from the
Coker quote. The
Calli Whitewalls are a more economical option for tires
when historical authenticity is not a major
consideration.

Gra-Neva

RON'S TECH TIP
Simple Inexpensive Radiator Overflow Recovery
Ryck Johnson and Ted Baerrensen
Overview:
Here is a solution to the Model A (non pressurized) radiator water loss problem. This is an inexpensive system that can be
assembled and installed in a couple of hours. It was designed by Ted Baerresen, one of our members, and has worked flawlessly
without the loss of radiator fluid. It is attached to the radiator support rods and is not easily visible when opening the hood but
allows the fluid to drain back into the radiator when cooled. No water had to be added for months after numerous tours going
through the mountains. Ted emphasized it is important to have a non-vented radiator cap that seals well for this to work.
Description:
The system consists of two 1” PVC pipes connected to the radiator support rods (one connected to each rod). Each tube is
connected to the other via fittings and 3/8” tubing. A third fitting is added to one of the tubes and connected to the radiator overflow.
At the end of each tube, at the top, a vent fitting is added. All fittings installed into the tubes are drilled and tapped to allow the
fitting to be screwed into the PVC pipe. A parts list is included on the attached drawing (next page).
Fabrication Instructions:
1. Cut two pieces of 1” PVC Schedule 40 pipe 23 1/2” long (see the attached drawing).
2. Install (glue) PVC end caps on the front of the tubes. See Passenger and Drivers side drawings.
3. The inlet fittings are located on the bottom of the tube and on Front end of the pipe. The vent is approximately 165 degrees (near
the top) near the top of the pipe at the opposite end. See the attached drawing. Place each pipe into a vice and drill and tap the
correct size hole to accept the 3/8” brass inlet fitting. (See Passenger Side and Drivers Side Drawing)
4. Install the Right Angle 3/8” fitting into the two front holes using Teflon tape.
5. Measure the pipe and the rear end cap to ensure the overall length does not exceed 25” and glue on the rear end cap on both
pipes.
6. Rotate each pipe approximately 165 degrees and drill and tap the correct size hole to accept the 3/8” brass vent fitting. The vent
fittings need to be slight off from vertical so they don’t hit the hood.
7. Using one of the Pipes (see Drivers Side drawing) drill and tap another fitting hole but be sure there is enough space to screw
in the new fitting and not interfere with the other fitting that was previously installed.
8. Install the Right Angle 3/8” fitting into the second hole of the Drivers Side tube using Teflon tape.
9. Using approximately 1 ½” to 2” of clear 3/8” tubing and clamps to connect the front two fittings together on the tubes. It is best
to attach one of the tubes to the radiator rod with Zip ties and then the second one so
the exact amount of tubing can be cut and installed easily.
10. Attach the second tube to the other radiator support rod with Zip ties. Use a minimum of
Option: Painting the
3 and preferably 4 Zip Ties to attach each of the tubes.
tubes black before
11. Attach the clear tubing to the radiator overflow tube with a clamp.
installation will make it
12. Route the clear tubing either inside the radiator shell or along the overflow tube of the
less visible when
radiator and up to the Overflow Recovery tubes installed and attach with a clamp to the
opening the hood .
remaining tube on the Drivers Side front fitting.
13. Check for leaks and if there are no leaks then you are done!
Congratulations you have successfully installed the Radiator Overflow Recovery system. Thanks to Ted Baerrensen for all he has
contributed to the GraNeva A's over the years!
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Model A Radiator Overflow Recovery Diagram
(Not to Scale)
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Passenger Side

Driver Side

3/8 Tubing x MPT
Right Angle for
Bottom of Pipes

Note: It is important to
have non-vented
radiator cap that seals
well for this system to
work correctly

PARTS LIST
QTY

Description

50 in.

1 in. PVC Pipe Sched. 40

48 in.

3/8 in. Clear Hose

3 ea.

3/8 Hose Barb x 1/4 NPT Right
Angle Brass Fitting

2 ea.

3/8 Hose Barb x 1/4 NPT Straight
Brass Fitting

4 ea.

Hose Clamps for 3/8 in. Tubing

4 ea.

1 in. PVC End Caps

Misc.

Zip Ties
PVC Glue
Teflon Tape

Gra-Neva Gram
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End Caps

25"

3/8 tubing x MPT
Straight for Top Vents
(offset from vertical so
does not hit hood)

Shake Down Tour - February 20, 2022
Tour Leader: Ryck Johnson
Route: Target (old Kmart) parking lot to Nevada City (Hwy 20 to 49); Nevada City
Highway 49 toward North San Juan; stopping at the old Yuba River Bridge for short
break and to let brakes cool down from the long downhill into the canyon; then back
on 49 and turning left on Marysville Rd; stopping at Bullard's Bar Reservoir to
checkout the water level and marina; then traveling west on Marysville Rd to Oregon
House Gas and Deli for lunch; next stop at Collins Lake for Ice Cream. Ice Cream
servings humungous; then Marysville Rd to Peoria Rd to Hwy 20 and onto Grass
Valley (Home).
The Adventurers (see cast below): Left to Right, Gary & Janet Spencer, Steve
Halvorson, Virginia & Calvin Campbell, Bill & Sandy Yanko, Sharon Pierce & son,
Joseph, Kay & Vern Harms, Linda & Ryck Johnson (Tour Leader).

Bullard's Bar Reservoir

Gra-Neva Gram
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Clockwise from top left: (1) Waiting in parking lot for everyone to arrive, (2) Ryck Johnson giving route
briefing with old K-Mart and fading K in the background, (3) cars parked at Yuba River for brake cooldown, (4) the group on old bridge with Yuba and Highway 49 in background, (5) Sharon Pierce and
Sandy Yanko checking out the river, and (5) Yuba River at Hwy 49.
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Above: Parked at Bullard's Bar Dam outlook with view of the reservoir.

Calvin, look, the
other guys are all
waving at us!

Bullard's Bar Dam and
Marina Behind the Dam

I wonder why
the Harms don’t come
here for their annual
ﬁshing trip?

Gra-Neva Gram
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Sharon’s 65 Mustang tries
to sneak into the picture

Above: Lunch at Oregon House. Is this the Oregon House?
Below: Enjoying the sunshine on the deck at Collins Lake after the ice cream.

Epilogue: It was a beautiful day for a drive in our
local mountains. As usual, the cars were the stars!
And in case you are wondering, Calvin & Virginia
got home safely without any teeth marks.
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HELP US CELEBRATE
MODEL A YOUTH MONTH THIS MAY
Since the 1950s and 60s, the Model A hobby hasn’t been exactly
overwhelmed with young folks. Well, sir, the Model A Youth
Restoration Award program is trying to correct that. We are
looking to expose as many kids to the Model A Ford as possible, around the
country and abroad. We feel that the Model A experience can still appeal to
today’s youth IF they are exposed to it. With the support of both national
organizations – MARC and MAFCA – we are declaring May 2022 as the inaugural
Model A Youth month and we ask ALL clubs to do an event that focuses on
children and teens but encourage mom and dad to attend, too.
This needs to be a sensory experience to appeal to them – the kids need to hear,
smell, see and touch the cars. The automobiles need to be in context historically –
in many cases as cars their great or great- great grandparents may have driven in
an era when a new car cost as little as under $400 (but 64% of the population
made under $5,000 per year!) And the vehicles should be presented as functioning
cars and trucks, not museum pieces.
So, let’s get our cars out to where the kids are: to the schools; youth groups (Boy
and Girl Scouts, Police Athletic Leagues, 4-H, FFA, Boys and Girls Clubs, and church
or temple associated youth groups.) Tie in your local Ford dealership or a business
celebrating nearly a century in business. Don’t be shy about local car shows or Cars
and Coffee. Check with your local community museum and set up a “show and
tell” with them.
Please check our website: https://www.modelarestorationaward.org/ for more
ideas and resources for Model A Youth month.
DO SOMETHING – THINK YOUTH and share with them their month, M A Y.
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HILL
COUNTRY

June 12-17
2022
No Place Offers The Model A
Texas Hill Country

MAFCA NATIONAL CONVENTION
From its spectacular scenery to its beautiful two-lane country roads,
here you will experience our hobby the way it is meant to be
at the 31st National MAFCA Convention!

FIND CONVENTION INFORMATION ONLINE AT:
e
Some of th
week ’s
highlights:
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• San Antonio’s Famous River Walk • Fine Point Vehicle Judging
• The Alamo ~ Birthplace of Texas • Era Fashions & Judging
• Great Sightseeing & Restaurants! • Restorers Class

Hosted by
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