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Tahoe Thunderbird -  Two Allison Aircraft engines run this baby! 

Whittell Mansion Tour -  August 18-19th South Shore Tahoe 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass 

Valley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford 

Club of America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use infor-

mation here, with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact 

the Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth 

Thursday of each month at Penny’s 

Diner in the Brunswick Basin, Fowler 

Center near SaveMart, Grass Valley at 

7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests. If you 

are interested in a membership in 

MAFCA;  write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cy-

press, La Habra, CA  90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together 

at the Penny’s Diner, Wednesday morn-

ings about 7:00 a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

Emailed to: 

sassygolddust@yahoo.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com for past news-

letters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS-2012 

 

      President’s Message 
    

  

Sunshine Report 

By the time you read this, September will be upon us. Club 

elections are coming up soon. Have you given any thought 

to who would make a good club officer? Perhaps you could 

consider holding an office. As I have proven, you don’t have 

to be highly skilled. 

The Tahoe tour was a great success. It was good to have 

Susan and Howard along. It was their first tour with the club. 

Read more in this issue. 

The annual club auction was a success as we took in $317. 

Thanks to all who donated. The proceeds will be used to 

help support the Christmas dinner party and the Mystery 

Tour. Speaking of the Mystery Tour, I really think the presi-

dent should be told where we are going, don’t you? So far 

Carl has been tight lipped on the subject. 

Steve Straw, fresh back from Bonneville gave us a good 

overview of what happens there. I found it very interesting. 

Next meeting will be a show and tell. Bring any home made 

Model “A” specific tools that you or someone else has fabri-

cated. 

We enjoyed seeing Susan and Howard’s Country Squire 

Ranchero but have yet to see Charles Crow’s pickup. He did 

bring his wife Dianne and it was a pleasure meeting her. 

Maybe they will go on a tour with us 

soon. See you next month or sooner. 

Ted Baerresen 

We were sorry to hear in our August Meeting that Sharlene Dorville fell and broke both legs.  Please call one of us 
if you need some help, Sharlene…. Please! 

If anyone has information re: a club member who is ill, or needs congratulating, etc. contact me, Jackie Osborne 
@ 273-7571 



General Meeting Minutes – August 23, 2012 

Model A Ford Club of America: Gra-Neva A’s Chapter 

The meeting was called to order by President, Ted Baerresen at 7:00 p.m. New member, Charles Crow introduced his wife, 

Diane. 

Membership: Two new badges are “coming up” for the Crows. 

Secretary: Minutes of the July meeting were approved as printed in the Gra-Neva Gram. 

Vice President: The refreshments for the September meeting will be provided by Phil & Marylou Drees. 

Treasurer:  Bill Gleason gave his report. $317 was made on the sale of our auction items. This money goes toward our mys-

tery tour and the Christmas dinner. 

Sheriff:  Collected $1.00. How are you going to know who you are if you don’t wear your “stinking” badge? 

ACCC:  No report 

Editor:  Please send any information you would like printed in the newsletter, to editor, Sharon Pierce by the 3rd of the month. 

50/50 Raffle: Larry Hubbard was the winner of $30.00. 

Tours: Bill reported on our trip to Lake Tahoe. 

See the “Tour” section. 

All members should be involved in planning tours, so put your “thinking caps” on and plan a tour. A tour doesn’t have to be 

complicated, just lead us to one of your favorite places. It is a fun way to spend a day. Bill Mitchell and Steve Turnsk will an-

swer any questions you may have regarding tours. 

Librarian: No report 

Tech Talk: If there is anything technical you would like to know about Model A’s, contact Ron Pierce (Sharon) by email or 

phone. Ron will be happy to share that information with us at the next meeting. 

Sunshine: Charlene Dorville fell off a ladder and broke both legs. Ouch! 

Old Business: The Harms’ will look into getting the same church we rented last year for our Thanksgiving dinner. 

New Business: 

Ginny Gleason suggested that some of our members drive their Model A’s in the Constitution Day parade in September and 

take some of the older veterans as passengers. Good idea. This is being looked into. Steve Straw gave a talk on his Bonne-

ville Flats annual trip. 

Vern Harms announced that there is/was a tool box that contains tools for the club members to use. Does anyone know 

where those articles are??? 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. after which the auction was held. 

Submitted by: Louise Baerresen, Secretary 

Attendees:Aaron Johnson, Bill & Karen Mitchell, Marty & Myra Clampitt, Steve & Vicky Straw, Bill & Ginny Gleason, Steve 

Turnsk, Ron & Sharon Pierce, Bob Whiting, Larry Hubbard, Greg Youngman, Charles & Diane Crow, Lucinda Turner, Theodore 

& Dorothy Johnson, Scott Nance, Susan Pelican & Howard Beemer, Kelly Stevenson, Ted & Louise Baerresen, Kay & Vern 

Harms. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

 

SEPTEMBER 7, 8, 9TH - Roamin’ Angels Car Show at the NC Fair-
grounds. 

 

SEPTEMBER - Sunday the 9th-  Constitution Day Parade in Neva-
da City - Contact Ginny Gleason for details.  Some of the club mem-
bers will be driving some of the older Veterans as passengers. 

 

SEPTEMBER 9TH - Consumes Swap Meet (Early Ford V-8 Club) 

 

SEPTEMBER 14TH - Auburn Cruise Night 

 

SEPTEMBER 16TH - Auburn Swap Meet at Auburn Fairgrounds 
parking lot - by Vintage Chevy Club - A must!! 

 

SEPTEMBER 22nd - Model “A” Day - Meet at Kmart at 10AM.  
Drive around  GV and NC and then off to lunch at LinQ.  Bill Mitchell 
will lead the tour. 

 

SEPTEMBER 27th- Model A Meeting @ Penny’s Diner -  This 
meeting will be a “show and tell” Model A tools you have made/
created.  Bring to the meeting; it will be fun to see! 

 

VINTAGE FORD FRIDAYS - September 28th and October 26th. 

 

OCTOBER 13 & 14th - Mystery Tour - Carl Ambrose leading.  Cost 
$170.00 per couple.  Checks made to: Gra-Neva A’s and mailed to 
Bill Gleason. 

 

Last two meetings are dinner meetings: 
 

NOVEMBER 22nd - Thanksgiving Potluck -  Vern looking into the 
church that it was at last year - they will let us 
know at next meeting. 

 

DECEMBER 9th (Sunday)- Christmas Party - 
APPLE ALLEY.  6PM.  Sharon Pierce  is the 
contact.  

 

Get your requests in!  What do you want to know??? 

I’m sure you have a question for Ron, 

just submit to me Sharon at: 

sassygolddust@yahoo.com and he’ll be 

glad to answer at the next meeting. 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 

Hi all!   

 

Had a wonderful tour to Whittell Mansion (see 

Ted’s letter on page 6.  Next is the Constitution 

Parade in Nevada City - Sept 8th. 

 

If you still owe Bill Gleason for the Whittell Man-

sion tour, please don’t forget to send him a check 

payable to the Gra-Neva A’s. 

 

Also money is due for the Mystery Tour, please 

contact Carl Ambrose for details. 

 

Don’t forget to bring your home-made tools for 

fixing your Model A’s to the next 

meeting (September 27th)!! 

                      Cheers! 

                                    Sharon 

 

Please make note in your Rosters: 

Kelly & Virginia Stevenson 

13661 Hillsdale Court 

Grass Valley CA  95949 / 530-477-8797 

GNKSupply1@aol.com 

 

Charles & Diane Crow  - TBD 



GOTS AND WANTS 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES  

 

14 -  Vince and Janet Seck     56 years 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

4 -  Stan Boone 

8 -  Pat Tobin 

24 - Les Andrews 

28 - Robert Day 

JOIN ACCC 
Association of California Car Clubs  

 
c/o Danelle Stumbo 
670 Auburn Folsom Road, Ste 106 
Auburn, CA 95603 
Individual memberships—$25 
Questions: 885-7600                     
 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by Penny’s Diner for 

$2.00 per cup with free refills. 

 

Meeting Refreshments will be brought in by 

individual members, alphabetically by last 

name each month.   Any questions or can’t 

make it to the meeting, please let Bob Am-

brose know. 

 

September Meeting: Drees 

October Meeting: Gerdl 

No meetings at Penny’s Diner in Novem-

ber and December. 

Thanks to Myra Clampitt for updates. 

Happy Birthday to  

you  all!! 

 

*********************************** 
If you have something you want or have 
something to sell???  
 

Let Sharon know. 
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This is on top of the Thunderbird -  I just 

really liked it.  Art Deco!   

 

Didn’t have room on the picture pages! 



WHITTELL MANSION TOUR  

by Ted Baerresen 

Thunderstorms were in the forecast for the weekend of our Thunderbird Lodge (George Whittell Man-

sion) tour. A group of eighteen hardy travelers Started from Kmart at 9:30 and traveled up highway 20 

where it intersects with Interstate 80. A few miles on eighty and we exited to highway 40, a great Mod-

el “A” road, heading north. After a short stop at the Rainbow Bridge overlook we were on our way to 

Truckee. In Truckee we connected with highway 267 and stopped for lunch at the Blue Coyote, a 

place recommended by Ron and Sharon Pierce. After a good meal we were on our way to the Man-

sion. We pedaled our Model A’s hard over the pass and soon reached the Mansion. 

We were given special parking privileges and were allowed to park our cars on the grounds within 

walking distance of the mansion. We had three tour guides at our disposal who were very knowledgea-

ble. We had the opportunity to walk through the long tunnel from the mansion to the boathouse where 

we were to view Whittell’s wooden yacht “The Thunderbird”. This beautifully maintained boat is pow-

ered by two Aircraft engines and can carry 16 passengers. It can be chartered for an hour at the price 

of $5,000. You could get some of your friends to share the cost. An extra treat was extended to us as 

we were allowed to go aboard and take a closer look. Tour complete, we headed for our Motel at 

South Lake Tahoe. Since we had no dinner plans, we split into small groups at one of the many res-

taurants in town. 

The next morning found us eating at a verity of places. We lost a couple of cars early but a group of us 

stuck together for the return trip on Highway 89 around the west side of the lake. This is a beautiful 

drive. 

Our lunch stop was at Panda Express in Truckee for some of their orange chicken. By the time we Left 

Truckee we were down to Four Model A’s and one modern car. 

The only minor mishap was with the Mitchell’s sedan which was wheezing as we headed up the hill 

toward the Rainbow Bridge. He made it to the top and then home with no further problems. Our 

thanks to Aaron for the great tour and Jennifer for acting as the sweeper car! 

In attendance were: (sorry the writing is small on the names, wanted to fit on one page, Sharon) 

 Aaron, Jennifer and Adler Johnson (modern) 

Bill and Karen Mitchell (Model A) 

Ron and Sharon Pierce (Model A) 

Bob and Bobbie Whiting (Model A) 

Bob Ambrose and Sandy Hundemer (Model A) 

Phil and Mary Lou Drees (Model A) 

Carl Ambrose (modern) 

Howard Beeman and Susan Pelican (modern) 

Ted and Louise Baerresen (Model A) 
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August 18, 2012August 18, 2012August 18, 2012   

Lunch at 

the Blue 

Coyote Grill 

in Truckee. 

Inside the Mansion, Gary is  the tour guide. 

George W. wife with tiger.  

They also owned a lion and 

an elephant! 

Jen with Adler at 

the Blue Coyote. 

Aaron 

with his 

son, Ad-

ler.  Wait-

ing for 

the gates 

to open, 

so we 

thought! 

Our tour guide, Gary.  What a kick! 
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Tunnel 

under the  

house; 

two (2)

football 

fields 

long!! 

The Tahoe Thunderbird. 

We were fortunate to be able to board the Thunderbird. 

$5000 a 

day to go 

out on. 

 

Runs on 

two P38 

engines. 

 

Built in 

1940. 

The back-

side of 

the Man-

sion. 

His card-

table he 

often 

played on. 


