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Don’t forget your Sweetheart! 



Gra-Neva Gram 2. 

GRA-NEVA GRAM 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS-’13 

President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Editor 

Secretary 

Membership 

Tour Directors 

 

 
Bob Ambrose 

Steve Turnsk 

Kay Harms 

Sharon Pierce 

Karen Mitchell 

Sandy Hundemer 

Ted Baerresen/

Bill Mitchell                     

346-7736 

274-7079 

272-4683 

470-8930 

273-1620 

346-7736 

274-2965 

273-1620 

 

ACCC 

B’days&Anniv. 

Historian: 

Publicity: 

Sheriff: 

Sunshine 

Technical 
Webmaster

  

Bill Toensing 

Myra Clampitt 

Bill Mitchell 

Denia Hubard 

Steve Straw 

Jackie Oborne 

Ron Pierce 
Bridgette Holzaple 

477-1128 

478-5931 

273-1620 

432-3629 

432-9132 

273-7571 

470-8930 

268-3800 

This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass 

Valley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford 

Club of America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use infor-

mation here, with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact 

the Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth 

Thursday of each month at Penny’s Diner in 

the Brunswick Basin, Fowler Center near 

SaveMart, Grass Valley at 7:00 p.m. We 

welcome all guests. If you are interested in 

a membership in MAFCA;  write to MAFCA, 

250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at 

the Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings 

about 7:00 a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

Emailed to: 

sassygolddust@yahoo.com 

 

 

Check our Website at: 
Granevaas.com for past News-

letters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS-2012 

      President’s Message 
  

Sunshine Report 

This being my first Presidents letter, I want to start by thanking last 
year’s officers, volunteers, and all of you members for a good year. 
We’re looking forward to another one. 
 
The new 2013 officers list: 
 
Vice President: Steve Turnsk 
Secretary: Karen Mitchell 
Editor: Sharon Pierce 
Treasurer: Kay Harms 
Tour Co-chairmen: Ted Baerrenesen and Bill Michelle 
Membership: Sandy Hundemer 
President: yours truly, Bob Ambrose 
 
Please note that all of these have been officers in the past. 
 
On January 21

st
 we held a special board meeting to straighten out 

our finances.  We are so sorry to have lost our long time Treasurer, 
Bill Gleason. Boy did we count on him in so many ways.   
 
We are fortunate to have Kay Harms take over Treasurer. In the Janu-
ary General Meeting, she gave us a clear and concise Financial Re-
port. There were suggestions for ways to increase the treasury in-
come. Kay also gave an explanation of how the Mystery Tour seed 
and Christmas banquet  money will be administered in the future. 

 
Some tours are in the planning stage already! 
 
Phil and Mary Lou Drees are planning a Tractor and wine tasting 
tour. The Mystery Tour is also in process by Pierces and Bob and 
Sandy. Some people are suggesting another progressive dinner, and 
dinners out (we always like to eat don’t we?) Bring us more sugges-
tions, and please see Ted or Bill with your ideas. 
 
We had a good turnout and after the meeting, Jan Westmore gave us 
a presentation on her new book about early transportation in and 
about Colfax along with an interesting slide show. Copies of the 

book are available locally. 
 
Remember: If you can’t drive a Model A, any 
other car will be just fine! 
 
Bob Ambrose 
 

Steve Turnsk is recouping well from heart surgery and Sharon Pierce is doing well after knee replacement.   Life is good 
in the Kingdom! 

If anyone has information re: a club member who is ill, or needs congratulating, etc. contact Jackie Osborne @ 
273-7571. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

February Meeting : Thursday the 28th @ Penny’s  

 

March Meeting : Thursday the 28th @ Penny’s  

 

April Tour Possibility : Tractor Tour in Brownsville 

More to come. Talk to Phil Drees 

 

Upcoming Swap Meets: 

February 3rd - Sunday - Sponsored by the Buick Club at 
the Cosumnes River College 

 

April 21st - Sunday - Sacramento @ the Sleep Train 
Arena/Arco 

 

June 9th - Sunday - Auburn Swap meet at the Gold 
Country Fairgrounds 

 

August 4th - Sunday - Sacramento @ the Sleep Train 
Arena/Arco 

 

August 18th - Sunday - Chico at the Silver Dollar Fair-
grounds. 

 
Happy Driving! 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 

We had a good turnout for our meeting in Janu-
ary.  Off to a good start.  Bring someone interest-
ed in joining our club! 

 

Please check your calendars for upcoming tours 
and /or swap meets.  They are always fun to go 
on. 

 

On page 4 is the Refreshment details.  Check to 
see if your name is on it and when you need to 
bring something. 

 

You all love to go on tours, so plan or help plan 
one!  Give your suggestions to Ted Baerresen or 
Bill Mitchell.   

 

Summer is right around the corner, and the little 
cars are raring to go! 

 

See you for sure at the February 
meeting! 

 

                      Sharon Pierce 

 

Get your requests in!  What do you want to know??? 

 

I’m sure you have a question for Ron, just 
submit the Editor at: 

 

sassygolddust@yahoo.com and he’ll be 
glad to answer at the next meeting. 

Lincoln Highway Tour:  Ted B. asked me to 

add this. 

 
“The Model A Touring Club invites mem-

bers of our chapter to join with them in 

June 2013 on a tour from San Francisco 

to New York City to celebrate the 100th 

anniversary of the Lincoln Highway.  You 

can learn more about the tour by going to 

the website - www.modelatouring.com, or 

calling Alan Bennett at 818–222-4432. 



GOTS AND WANTS 

FEBRUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 

  
14 Jerry & Sharlene Dorville            16 years 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO YOU ALL!! 

 

 

JOIN ACCC 
Association of California Car Clubs  

 
c/o Danelle Stumbo 
670 Auburn Folsom Road, Ste 106 
Auburn, CA 95603 
Individual memberships—$25 
Questions: 885-7600                     
 

Thanks to Myra Clampitt for birthday 

and anniversary updates. 

 

FOR SALE:  Model ‘A’ Manifold heater in good condi-

tion.  Bill Toensing 477-1128 

FOR RENT :Single car garage on Park Avenue in 

Grass Valley.  Available 3/1/13.  Call Barbara Linder-

man @265-2993 or email lindemanbj@sbcglobal.net. 

FOR SALE: Model A car trailer - 14 ft w/custom can-

vas cover.  $1995 call Ginny @ 273-1187 
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REFRESHMENTS 

Coffee will be supplied by Penny’s Diner for 

$2.00 per cup with FREE refills. 

 

Meeting Refreshments will be brought in by indi-

vidual members, alphabetically by last name each 

month.  Any questions or can’t make it to the 

meeting, please contact Bob Ambrose or Steve 

Turnsk. 

 

February Meeting:  Ginny Gleason 

March Meeting: Steve Halverson 

April Meeting: Vern Harms 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
3  Barbara White 

10 Larry Hubbard 

13 Ardy Tobin 

17 Jim Haire 

22 Dorothy Johnson 

22 Vince Carrick 

24 Steve Turnsk 

26 Steve Straw 
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CHRISTMAS LIGHT TOUR 

 

December was very cold and it rained and rained just about every day and the tour originally planned for December 9 

had to be put off. Finally just before Christmas, it was a ‘Go’. On Sunday December 23 Karen and Bill Mitchell along with 

AJ, Jenn and little Adler met the rest of the group over at our usual meeting place, K-Mart. The rest of the group consisted 

of Ginny Gleason and her son Steve Koenig. Guests were Terrie and Terry Horlick and their daughter Alexis and her hus-

band Chris.  

 

It had been raining all day as was usual in December, the rain stopped coming down and we were able to have the yearly 

light tour. Although it did not rain, it sure was cold. Gloves, a hat and scarves sure came in handy that night.  

 

The 5 cars drove the streets of Grass Valley and we saw many homes beautifully lighted for the holiday. Some had music 

playing, some lights were blinking, some homes were spectacular and some were funny. The Johnson’s knew just where 

to go for us to enjoy the best of the lighted homes. We drove around for about an hour and a half. Sometimes we got out 

of the car and walked around, especially the home on Squirrel Creek, that is a must to get out of the car and enjoy the 

thousands of lights that have been put up for our enjoyment. 

 

Just like last year, we were led over to AJ and Jenns home for hot chocolate, coffee and Karens cookies. It was neat 

watching Adler play with his train as it went around and around the Christmas tree. The dog also got in the act, us 

grownups I am sure remembered Christmases past with their own train under the tree. 

 

All to soon we went back out into the cold night air and headed for home. Thanks to the Mitchells and Johnsons for put-

ting on this fun tour again this year.  

 

Ginny Gleason 
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At our January 24 GraNeva As meeting, I had the pleasure of sharing some historic photo-
graphs from my new book, Images of America: Colfax. I focused on the evolution of trans-
portation in the foothills — from horseback to wagon train to railroads and automobiles. Side 
stories included the buggy that delivered groceries in the morning, served as a hearse in the 
afternoon and scooped up drunks and toted them to jail in the evening.  

 

For those who missed this little introduction to the book and are curious to explore how Ne-
vada County and Placer County were “joined at the hip” or rather by ferry, toll road and nar-
row gauge, I have books available to club members at a discount. More information on the 
book can be found at www.janwestmore.com or go to KNCO.com and listen to my radio in-
terview on the podcast dated January 28. 

 

Jan Westmore 

Picture by Sharon Pierce 

http://www.janwestmore.com


General Meeting Minutes-Jan. 24, 2013 
Model A Ford Club of America: Gra-Neva A’s Chapter 

 
Call to order: The meeting was called to order by President Bob Ambrose at 7:03p.m. at 
Penny’s Diner on January 24, 2013.  
 
Membership: There were no new members or guests.  Sandy Hundemer said that she 
had called some former members to see if they would renew their memberships.  Most 
said that they won’t be rejoining, but Les Andrews said that he would send his check. 
 
Raffle: Vern Harms said that in addition to the 50/50 drawing, there would be drawings 
for a book by Jan Westmore, a book by Weldon Travis, and 3 saw blades. 
 
Sheriff: Vern Harms took Steve Straw’s place collecting fines for missing name tags. 
 
Secretary: There were no additions or corrections to the minutes as printed in the Gra-
Neva Gram.  Karen Mitchell asked everyone to make sure they signed the attendance 
sheet. 
 
Vice President: Steve Turnsk thanked everyone for all their kind wishes after his heart 
surgery.  Ginny Gleason thanked everyone for bringing their cars to Bill’s memorial 
service and for the many well wishes and cards that she received. 
 
Treasurer: Kay Harms gave a report about expenses and money in our checking 
account.  She said that for several years we have had a negative cash flow.  We need to 
increase our memberships or increase our yearly dues.  The main source of our revenue is 
the dues and it is not covering our expenses.  She also explained the seed money for the 
Mystery Tour and the Christmas dinner.  There was money left over from the last 
Mystery Tour.  Each person that went on the tour can request a refund of $5 or the money 
will remain in the general fund. (Contact Kay if you want a refund.)  She said that the 
board agreed to put $100 in seed money for both next year’s Mystery Tour and the 
Christmas dinner. 
 
Editor: Sharon Pierce said that she is working on the roster. 
 
Sheriff: Acting Sheriff Vern Harms collected $3.75. 
 
ACCC: Bill Toensing encouraged everyone to attend a meeting. 
 
Tours: Ted Baerreson asked the members to be thinking about leading a tour this year.  
Phil Drees is planning a tour in late April to see old tractors and do wine tasting.  Ted 
said that he has applications for the Lincoln Highway Tour.  Bill Mitchell said that he had 
magnetic signs for our cars.  They are 2 signs for $10. 
 



Librarian:  Carl Ambrose moved that we eliminate the library, sell the books and put the 
money in the general fund.  Sharon Pierce seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 
one dissenting vote. 
 
Haves and Wants: Bill Toensing has a manifold heater for sale.  Vern Harms reminded 
everyone about the garage sale at Ginny Gleason’s house.  The pre-sale for Gra-Neva A’s 
members will be Friday, Feb. 1 at 5 to 7 p.m.  The garage sale will be the next day. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Mitchell, Secretary 
 
After the meeting was adjourned, Jan Westmore did a great presentation about her new 
book.  She discussed different forms of transportation in the Colfax area from 1848 to 
1942. 
 
Drawings: Valerie Dawes’ name was drawn.  Since she was not at the meeting, the 
attendance pot will be $20 next month. 
 
Raffle: 50/50 won by Kelly Stevenson who donated the money back to the general fund. 
             Weldon Travis won Jan Westmore’s book. 
             Ted Baerreson won Weldon Travis’ book. 
             Vern Harms won the saw blades. 
 
Attendees: Bill and Karen Mitchell, Jan Westmore, Bob and Bobbie Whiting, Ginny Gleason, Bob 
Ambrose and Sandy Hundemer, Sharon and Ron Pierce, Steve Turnsk and Kristi Owens, Jerry and 
Sharlene Dorville, Greg Youngman, Kelly Stevenson, Phil Drees, Weldon Travis, Larry Hubbard, Ted 
Baerresen, Charles Crow, Scott Nance, Bill Toensing, Steve Halverson, Carl Ambrose, Vern and Kay 
Harms 
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