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GRA-NEVA GRAM

This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass
Valley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford
Club of America (MAFCA.) Feel free to use infor-
mation here, with credit.

Club members may place a business card size
advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact

President’s Message for February 2014

the Treasurer.

OFFICERS ‘14

President Steve Turnsk 274-7079
Vice-President  Bob Ambrose 346-7736
Treasurer Kay Harms 272-4683
Editor Sharon Pierce 470-8930
Secretary Jan Elliott 273-5829
Membership Vicky Straw 432-9132
Tour Directors  Buzz Elliott and 273-5829
Co Chair Vern Harms 272-4683
SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS-2014

ACCC Bill Toensing 477-1128
Asst Editor Karen Mitchell 273-1620
B’days&Anniv. Myra Clampitt 478-5931
Historian: Bill Mitchell 273-1620
Publicity: Denia Hubard 432-3629
Sheriff: Steve Straw 432-9132
Sunshine Jackie Oborne 273-7571
Technical Ron Pierce 470-8930
Webmaster Bridgette Holzaple 268-3800

Club meetings are held on the fourth
Thursday of each month at Penny’s Diner in
the Brunswick Basin, Fowler Center near
SaveMart, Grass Valley at 7:00 p.m. We
welcome all guests. If you are interested in
a membership in MAFCA; write to MAFCA,

250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA 90631

Also join us for an informal get-together at
the Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings
about 7:00 a.m.

Items for the newsletter can be

emailed to:

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com

Check our Website at:
Granevaas.com
for past newsletters

Dear Members,

It is February 1, 2014 and | have driven my road-
ster pickup every day for the last 2 months, enjoying the
weather but praying for RAIN (“SINGING IN THE RAIN” was
a song written in the Model A era, and | would love to be
singing in it). Even though | am not a “meeting person”,
the first meeting of 2014 was actually fun and the room
was thick with levity. All of our newly elected officers were

on top of their game.

A big hooray to Buzz and Vern for the flying start of
the first tour of the year; bird watching. Our bird-watching
tour was extremely exciting, with ducks, geese, swans, ibis,
hawks and one odd eagle (standing in water eating his
lunch). Our guide was splendid in informing the group of
the types of birds and their habits. Ron Pearce and | even
spotted a rust-colored ‘49 F100 nested in the fields.

Remember that winter months are a great time to
do maintenance on our cars. Oil changes every 500 miles
(except if you have an oil filter on your engine) and greas-
ing the chassis are important. Brake adjustments take the
apprehension out of each stop; cleaning battery terminals
take the “push” out of each start. And, always carry a gal-
lon of water.

2014 is starting out well and |
believe that our club will have a year
filled with enthusiastic adventures, vi-
brant health, and a chicken in every

pot.

Steve

N\,
==

Sunshine Report

Any other news to report, contact Jackie Osborne @ 273-7571.
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Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.
Italic print dates show events of general interest

February 11th - Van Howd Bronze Gallary Tour in Au-
burn - contact Buzz Elliott for details.

February Meeting - Thursday 2/27/2014 - meeting at
the usual place, Penny’s Diner. See you there!!

March - Date TBD tour to the new State Parks Museum
at McClellan AFB lead by Marty Clampitt and Larry Hub-
bard. Come to the Feb Meeting for info.

March Meeting - Thursday 3/27/2014 - meeting at the
usual place, Penny’s Diner. See you there!!

Upcoming Swap Meets/Shows
February 8th - Roseville Swap Meet at Placer County Fair-

grounds. Gates open at 9AM.

April 26th - Sleep Train Arena (ARCO)

April 26th - Fast Hill Climb in Auburn (info Steve Straw)
June 1st - Auburn Swap Meet

August 9th - Sleep Train Arena (ARCO)

August 17th - Chico Swap Meet

For info check the websites.

If you have any technical questions
for Ron please ask at the meetings or
submit to me @:
sharonpierce1945@gmail.com

EDITOR'S NOTES:

Hi Alll
Don’t forget your “sweethearts” on
the 14th. It means a lot to be re-

membered.

Wanted to say what a “stand up”
job our new Tour Director is doing!
You need to support him in all his

endeavors.

Don’t forget to welcome our new
members Frank and Sharryn Kistle.

Anyone who wants to submit an ar-
ticle for the newsletter, just send to

me and I'll add.

Respectfully your Editor,

Sharon Pierce
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General Meeting Minutes - January 23, 2014
Model A Ford Club of America: Gra-Neva A’'s Chapter

Call to order: The meeting was called to order by President Steve Turnsk at 7:05 p.m. at Pen-
ny’s Diner on January 23, 2014.

Membership: Two new members were introduced: Frank and Sharryn Kistle. They recently
bought Ginny Gleason’s cat.

Sheriff: Vern Harm, substituting as Sheriff, collected $8 from members not wearing their name
badge.

Secretary: There were no additions or corrections to the November minutes as printed in the
Gra-Neva Gram.

Treasurer: Kay Harms gave a report on 2013 finances. A copy of the report is available to Gra-
Neva A members upon request.

Tours: Buzz Elliott reported on the January 18t Swan Tour. Upcoming tours include February
11 tour to Van Howd Bronze Gallery in Auburn led by Paul Bevelhymer and a March (TBD) tour
to the new state parks museum at the former McClellan AFB led by Marty Clampett and Larry
Hubbard. Other members mentioned Autorama Feb 14-16 at Cal Expo in Sacramento and the

Fast Hill Climb on April 26 near the Auburn Airport.

Haves and Wants: There was a discussion of local businesses selling heavy metal for fabrica-
tion. Ginny Gleason brought several bins of old Restorer magazines and other items of inter-

est. A mini swap meet was held after the meeting.

Sharon and Ron Pierce will provide refreshments at next month’s meeting. The meeting ad-
journed at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Janet Elliott, Secretary

Attendance Drawing: The attendance drawing was won by Bob Ambrose

Raffle: 50/50 raffle was also won by Bob Ambrose!

Attendees: Bill and Karen Mitchell, Bob and Bobbie Whiting, Ginny Gleason, Bob Ambrose,
Sharon and Ron Pierce, Steve Turnsk and Kristi Owens, Jerry and Sharlene Dorville, Greg
Youngman, Kelly Stevenson, Larry and Denia Hubbard, Ted and Louise Baerresen, Charles
Crow, Bill Toensing, Steve Halverson, Carl Ambrose, Vern and Kay Harms, Buzz and Jan Elliott,
Marty and Myra Clampitt, Vicki Straw, Patrick Tobin, Gerry Holzapple, Rick Gerdl, Frank and

Sharryn Kistle
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Board Meeting Minutes - February 5, 2014
Model A Ford Club of America: Gra-Neva A’'s Chapter

Call to order: The meeting was called to order by President Steve Turnsk at 9:05 a.m. at
Penny’s Diner on February 5, 2014.

Board members present: President Steve Turnsk, Secretary Janet Elliott, Treasurer Kay
Harms, Tour Director Vern Harms and Membership Chairperson Vicky Straw

Treasurer Kay Harms questioned whether the specific amounts of the treasurer’s reports
should be reflected in minutes of the General Meetings. Those minutes are published in

the Gra-Neva Gram which is posted on the club’s website.

Kay noted that none of the other Model A clubs she checked with included any financial
information in their minutes. She said she always had copies of the report with her at the

meetings which were available for review.
Kay moved that we do not reflect specific amounts in the minutes of the General Meetings.

If a Gra-Neva A member wishes to review the reports, they are available upon request. The
motion was seconded by Vicky and passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15am.

Respectfully submitted,
Janet Elliott, Secretary
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HAVES AND WANTS

No input.

JOIN ACCC

Association of California Car Clubs

¢/o0 Danelle Stumbo

670 Auburn Folsom Road, Ste 106
Auburn, CA 95603

Individual memberships—$25
Questions: 885-7600

www.acccdefender.org

e MY

VALENTINE!

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

SBurt Qiiw4

3. Barbara White : *

10. Larry Hubbard , Qf*.’
13. Steven Koenig ;
13. Ardy Tobin

16. Jan Elliott

17. Jim Haire Happy Birthday to
22. Vince Carrick you all?!

24. Steve Turnsk

25.
26.

Christina Brodie
Steve Straw

FEBRUARY =
7__JX
ANNIVERSARIES (GRS

14. Jerry and Sharlene Dorville 17 years

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
TO YOU ALLtt

Thanks to Myra Clampitt for birthday and anniver-
sary updates.

REFRESHMENTS

Coffee will be supplied by Penny’ s Diner for
$2.00 per cup with FREE refills.

Meeting refreshments will be brought in by indi-
vidual members, alphabetically by last name each
month. Any questions or can’ t make it to the
meeting, please contact Steve Turnsk or Bob Am-
brose.

February — Ron and Sharon Pierce
March - Gary and Janet Spencer
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THE OPTIMA BATTERY FOR THE
MODEL “A”

Submitted by Ted Baerresen

The Optima battery is an alternative to the “flooded lead acid battery originally used in the
model “A”. The Warranty on the Optima is three years

CONS: 1. Cost of the Optima battery is nearly twice that
of the standard flooded cell lead acid unit.

The stock Model “A” battery hold down will not work with the Optima. (A hold
down designed to fit the Model “A” is available through parts suppliers for
around $25.00).

PROS: 1. The Optima 6 Volt weighs only 18.4 pounds.

The Optima is a sealed unit that never needs water added. It can be mounted
on its side or even upside down.

No more acid build up in the terminals.

The Optima provides more power capability than the flooded cell type.

FLOODED CELL OPTIMA
TYPE
Cranking amps. 725 1000
Cold cranking amps 585 800

| have been using Optima batteries for over 10 years and have never had a failure. | highly
recommend them.
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Tundra Swan Tour

The first GraNeva Tour in 2014 found us gathering at the usual Kmart Parking Lot on Saturday,
January 18, where we assembled six Model A’'s and two modern cars and 16 members (Buzz
& Janet Elliott, Gary & Janet Spencer, Ron & Sharon Pierce, Bob Ambrose & Sandy Hundemer,
Bob & Bobbie Whiting, Phil & Mary Lou Drees, Norm & Jan Westmore, Steve Turnsk & neighbor
Dottie). We drove down Mill Street through Grass Valley and proceeded west down Rough &
Ready Highway to Penn Valley, where we joined Vern & Kay Harms, Larry & Denia Hubbard and

Ted & Louise Baerresen to have brunch at the Daybreak Café.

We met the owners, Sherri & Steve Fidler, who called in extra help due to the large size of our
group. We thoroughly enjoyed their splendid hospitality and the delicious breakfast. Sherri
gave us come contact information about the Penn Valley Parade/Rodeo should we choose to
participate in the future. We even had a little casual time to prepare for our drive down Hwy

20 towards Marysville. Would you believe the girls found a Thrift Store!

Driving down Hwy 20, the weather was perfect! We turned off at Woodruff Lane to the rice dry-
ers/storage tanks, turned right on Mathews Lane and another right into the parking lot.

We met our State Department of Wildlife Naturalist, Janelle, who gave us an excellent overview

of what we were going to see on the two hour tour of the surrounding rice paddies.
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Swan Tour (continued)

At our first stop, we learned about the physical size, disposition and migration/habitat of the
Tundra Swan. It has a wingspan of 5 %2 feet and can weigh 15-20 pounds. Considering the
distance it migrates after breeding season along the Arctic Circle, down the Pacific and East-
ern Flyways, it is amazing to imagine its endurance capability. Swan’s are not only large, and
can have a bad temper, they are also smart. Reportedly, there have been sightings where one
swan will draw a wolf into the water feigning a broken wing, and other swans will dive on the
wolf and push it under water by landing on its back, until it weakens and drowns. The lesson
learned - do not mess with a swan!

Janelle also passed around sample swan “parts” from the University of California at Davis, giv-
ing everyone an opportunity to examine the beauty of this incredible bird. | think this swan
“took a liking” to Norm Westmore!

R

=

Many of us brought our own binoculars, but Janelle also provided powerful telescopes on tripods that
gave an excellent view of both swans and other migratory waterfowl and indigenous birds, including
raptors (juvenile bald eagle shown below). Many thanks to Denia Hubbard and Jan Westmore for
bringing a “really good” camera and the talent to go with it - see their pictures below:

1 ”~<
o \ f f
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These two were submitted by Denia Hubbard.
She acquired them from an Autobahn App.
We did see these guys. Pretty nice, huh??

These two were taken by Jan
Westmore. We had lots of

photographers that day!

Great work everyonel!
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