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Van Howd Studio & Gallery Tour in Auburn -  February 11th. 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass 

Valley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford 

Club of America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use infor-

mation here, with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact 

the Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday 

of each month at Penny’s Diner in the Brunswick 

Basin, Fowler Center near SaveMart, Grass 

Valley at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests. If you 

are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  write 

to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  90631 

 
Also join us for an informal get-together at the 

Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 

a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS-2014 

President’s Message for February 2014 

Sunshine Report 

Any other news to report, contact Jackie Osborne @ 273-7571. 

Dear Fellow Members,  

 

 Three hours after our last Gra-Neva meeting lightening struck 

my home and the electrical energy discharged throughout  the atmos-

phere in the bedroom, 3 minutes later another discharged throughout  

the kitchen. It was like being inside a giant camera flash bulb!  I think 

that some one “UP THERE” was sending me a sign that prayers DO get 

answered (as per my recent prayers for rain to fall)!  I am now driving 

my roadster pickup in the wetness and enjoying it. But then could it be 

the club’s “collective unconscious” either affirmation or retribution 

towards my lecture on flame arrestors? 

 

 There was an informal tire-kicking  at John Hollenbeck’s home 

on Saturday (3/1).  His car is looking great and also running well, only 

minor tweaking needed. John and Christine are excited to resume 

touring again.   

 

 February’s meeting had a large turn out and was not only suc-

cessful but FUN! Most everyone smiled at least once, inducing those 

endorphins that stimulate healing. Attend the meetings and become 

healed! 

 

 I attended my first Gra-Neva meeting about five years ago. 

Since then I have met a social network of wonderful people. Exchang-

ing sea stories, sharing ideas, swapping parts, lending hands, holding 

a sympathetic ear and nudging each other strengthens the bonds. 

Even the occasional skirmish makes us look at ourselves and helps us 

reassess ourselves and grow.    

 

 Then, there are the cars………    

 

 

   Respectfully, 

        Steve Turnsk 

 

 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

March - 3/25 tour to the new State Parks Museum at 
McClellan AFB lead by Marty Clampitt and Larry Hub-
bard.  Time TBD.  Call Larry or Marty for info. Also write 
up in this newsletter. 

 

March Meeting - Thursday 3/27/2014 - meeting at the 
usual place, Penny’s Diner.  See you there!! 

 

April Meeting - Thursday 4/24/14 - meeting at the usu-
al place, Penny’s Diner.  See you there!! 

 

Upcoming Swap Meets/Shows 

April 26th - Sleep Train Arena (ARCO) 

April 26th - Fast Hill Climb in Auburn (info Steve Straw) 

June 1st - Auburn Swap Meet 

August 9th -  Sleep Train Arena (ARCO) 

August 17th -  Chico Swap Meet 

 

 

 
 

 
March 15th - F.A.S.T. will be sponsoring a Mitchell Over-

drive Tour in Colusa - Check with Buzz for 

tour information.  Also see details in this 

newsletter. 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 

Hi All! 

 
Boy we are rocking and rolling with 

tours!!!  If you haven’t joined us, do 

so this month (March).  To find out 

info you need to read this newslet-

ter or come to a meeting.  Not rock-

et science :)  Rumor has it there 

will be a CHP tour.  It will be pretty 

interesting. 

 
We had real good attendance with 

our February meeting.  Jan West-

more missed out on the 

“attendance” drawing.  Now it goes 

in for the next drawing, I believe it 

will be $20!!  Come have fun and 

get some spending money. 

 

 
Respectfully your 

Editor, 

 

Sharon Pierce 
    

 

 
Get your requests in!  What do you want to know ? 

 

If you have any technical questions 

for Ron please ask at the meetings 

or submit to me @: 

sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 
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Call to order:  The meeting was called to order by President Steve Turnsk at 7:00pm at Penny’s Diner on February 27, 

2014. 

 

Membership:  There were no new members or guests. 

 

Sheriff:  Steve Straw collected $2 from members not wearing their name badges. 

 

Secretary:  There were no additions or corrections to the minutes as printed in the Gra-Neva Gram. 

 

Treasurer:   Kay Harms gave a report about income and expenses for the month and money in our checking account. 

 

ACCC: Bill Toensing reported a good ACCC presence at Autorama. ACCC is the Association of California Car Clubs, a vol-

unteer organization representing thousands of automobile hobbyists who are interested in California laws and policies 

regarding collector automobiles.  Bill encouraged members to attend the ACCC Annual Spring Legislative Conference on 

April 4-5 at the California Automobile Museum. The $25 registration fee includes the conference, morning snacks, lunch 

both days, and a tour of the museum.  Meet and discuss issues with State Legislators, State Agency Officials and fellow 

automotive professionals and enthusiasts. ACCC membership NOT required. For more info, go to 

www.acccdefender.org.    

 

Tours:  Buzz Elliott reported on a great tour on February 11 to the Van Howd Gallery in Auburn. A signup sheet was circu-

lated for the tour of the California Statewide Museum Collection at McClellan Airpark on March 25 which is being orga-

nized by Larry Hubbard and Marty Clampitt. Watch for trip details by email.  Steve Straw announced that all Gra-Neva A 

members are welcomed to attend F.A.S.T. (Ford A Speed Technology) meetings and tours. A tour of Mitchell Manufactur-

ing, a small business in Colusa which manufactures a six-speed overdrive transmission adapted for Model As, is 

planned for March 15. 

 

Technical:  Steve Turnsk showed three versions of a flame arrestor that he recommended be inserted in a Model A gas 

tank to prevent explosions at the gas pump. 

 

Haves and Wants:  Bill Toensing has several items for sale, including a Model A engine to sell for $200 and a set of 5 

wire wheels for $200. Steve Straw has a freshly rebuilt Volvo overdrive assembly in a Model A torque tube for $1,800. 

 

New Business:  Kristi Owens was elected the “Thank You Girl”. She will write thank you notes to hosts and docents on 

behalf of the club following a tour. Christina Brodie announced her father, John Hollenbeck, now has his Model A put 

together. They invited anyone interested in seeing it to come to their home at 12991 Rattlesnake (close to lower Colfax 

Hwy) on Saturday, March 2 between 12-3pm. 

 

Vern Harms suggested “For the Good of the Meeting” - we sing “Happy Birthday” to Steve Straw, Steve Turnsk and 

Christine Brodie. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:40pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janet Elliott, Secretary 

 

Attendance drawing:  Jan Westmore’s name was drawn but since she was not in attendance, the $10 prize rolls forward 

to next month. 

 

Raffle:  The $45 prize of the 50/50 raffle was won by Bill Mitchell. 

 

Attendees:  Kay and Vern Harms, Janet and Buzz Elliott, Denia and Larry Hubbard, Jerry and Sharlene Dorville, Marty 

and Myra Clampitt, Vicky and Steve Straw, Pat Tobin, Bill and Karen Mitchell, Carl Ambrose, Bill Toensing, John Hollen-

beck, Christie Brodie, Ted Baerresen, Ron and Sharon Pierce, Kristi Owens and Steve Turnsk, Bob Ambrose and Sandy 

Hundemer, Greg Youngman, Tom Osborne, Kelly Stevenson, Gerry Holzapple.  

General Meeting Minutes - February 27, 2014 

Model A Ford Club of America: Gra-Neva A’s Chapter 
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California Statewide Museum Collections Tour - March 25, 2014 

(Page 1) 



California Statewide Museum Collections Tour - March 25, 2014 

(Page 2) 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

   MARCH 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 

6.  Phil & Mary Lou Drees           22 years 

22. Bob & Bobbie Whiting           28 years 

26. Larry & Denia Hubbard          27 years 

27. Bill & Joan Toensing             21 years 

 
 

Happy Anniversary  

to you all!! 

 

JOIN ACCC 
Association of California Car Clubs  

 
c/o Danelle Stumbo 
670 Auburn Folsom Road, Ste 106 
Auburn, CA 95603 
Individual memberships—$25 
Questions: 885-7600                     
 
www.acccdefender.org 

Thanks to Myra Clampitt for birthday and anniver-

sary updates. 

“Haves to Sell” 
 
 Model A Engine w/head $200 
 Manifold Heater $50 
 Set of 4 1935 wire wheels $200 
 1997 Ford Taurus - won’t smog 

$750 
Call Bill Toensing for information 
 
- $1800 - Fresh rebuilt Volvo over-
drive assembly in Model A torque 
tube - Steve Straw 432-9132 

REFRESHMENTS 

Coffee will be supplied by Penny’s Diner for 

$2.00 per cup with FREE refills. 

 

Meeting refreshments will be brought in by indi-

vidual members, alphabetically by last name each 

month.  Any questions or can’t make it to the 

meeting, please contact Steve Turnsk or Bob Am-

brose. 

 

 March - Gary and Janet Spencer 

 April - Kelly & Virginia Stevenson 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

13. Greg Youngman 

14. Marty Clampitt 

24. Sandy Hundemer 

24. Jim Musick 

27. Mary Lou Drees 

30. Kay Harms 

 

Happy Birthday and Best 

Wishes to you all!! 
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Van Howd Studio and Gallery Tour, Auburn CA 
  
 

 

On February 11th, 15 members with 5 Model A's and several modern cars of the Gra-
Neva Model A club met at K-mart for a tour, led by Paul & Jan Bevelhymer, to the fa-
mous Van Howd Studios & Gallery in Auburn.  We departed about 11:00am, driving 
south on Highway 49, with plans to stop at Mel’s Original Diner in Auburn for 
Brunch.  They set up the back room for us, so we had the entire room to ourselves. 
 

  

 

 



      

  

We had a short drive to the Van Howd Studios & Gallery which is located on the New 
Airport Road, just south of the Auburn Airport.   

  

Master Sculptor Douglas Van Howd’s sculptures are found in collections of heads of 
countries, the White House, Museums, Universities and private collections international-
ly.  The Studio specializes in bronze, silver and gold sculptures.  Tracy Van Wicklin was 
our tour guide.  She gave us a comprehensive tour of the bronze exhibits and paintings 
in the gallery.  One of the largest exhibits in the gallery is a larger than life size pony ex-
press rider mounting his horse.  There were numerous smaller sized exhibits of eagles, 
African wild life as well as a full life statue of Bud Anderson, the WW II triple ace from 
New Castle, to be exhibited at the Auburn Airport when completed. 
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She then proceeded to give us a tour through the studio explaining the "lost wax" proce-
dure for doing bronze sculptures.  It is a very complicated and delicate process that 
dates back to Roman times.  That was very interesting and informative.   

  

After the studio tour, we were encouraged to walk outside and tour their life size bronze 
statues of various wild animals.  Ginny Gleason was particularly attracted to the Grizzly 
Bear and the Saber-Toothed Tiger. 
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We were all very fortunate to have had this opportunity to see some very beautiful art and to enjoy the sunny afternoon so-
cializing with our friends and driving our Model A’s.  Some of our group drove back to Grass Valley via Dog Bar Road, which 
provided a more casual drive through some very pretty scenery. 
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Gra-Neva Members attending this tour were: 
Paul & Jan Bevelhymer – Tour Leader 

Bob Ambrose & Sandy Hundemer 

Ted & Louise Baerresen 

Marty & Myra Clampitt 

Buzz & Jan Elliott 

Ginny Gleason 

Vern & Kay Harms 

Larry & Denia Hubbard 

Steve & Vicky Straw 

Steve Turnsk & Kristi Owens 
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Articles submitted by Vern Harms. 
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