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Bi-Plane & Model A Photo Op 

July 19th - Photos taken by Ginny Gleason 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Penny’s Diner in the Brunswick Ba-

sin, Fowler Center near SaveMart, Grass Valley at 

7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests. If you are inter-

ested in a membership in MAFCA;  write to MAFCA, 

250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  90631 

 
Also join us for an informal get-together at the Pen-

ny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS-2014 

President’s Message for July 2014 

Sunshine Report 

 Any news to report, contact Jackie Osborne @ 273-7571. 

Fellow Members, 
 

If everyone who wished to procure a Model A would FIRST take a ride in a Model T 

for an entire day, and then take a 20 minute ride in a 30s Ford V-8, they would bet-

ter realize what a Model A is and isn’t.  Ford did an enormous engineering leap from 

T to A. Then another great jump from A to V-8. 

 History lessons would also benefit everyone who had interest in buying a 

Model A. The A was designed in 26/27 for the roads at the time, mostly dirt and 

gravel roads that maybe one could drive 45mph.  Then suddenly without warning, 

the stock market crashed, and that was the end of the Model A.   In 30 and 31 

there were so many unemployed that even a Republican president had to do some-

thing proactive, so Hoover started public work programs and FDR supercharged 

these programs.  Building dams, parks, and ROADS. Nearly overnight there were 

miles and miles of new roads and the Model A was obsolete. The roads became 60 

mph roads and the V-8 could sustain 60mph. Ask Bonnie and Clyde or John Dil-

linger what cars they preferred in 1933! 

 I looked up Wikipedia about Dillinger and it lists most of the cars he used 

during 1933 and 34 escapades.  2 Studebaker 8 cyl. Commanders (32’s), 1 Buick 

(34), 5 different Hudson’s (33-34)(Bill’s fav’s), mostly 8cyl, 1 Packard (33), 1 

Chevy’s (33), 1 Plymouth (33),  a DeSoto (31), 2 Ford V-8’s (34), and only 1 Model A 

that they stole at their motel hideout to escape a shoot out with the police, they 

soon ditched the Model A!  They drove the Terraplanes routinely from Chicago to 

Florida, to Texas, to Minnesota, to the Dakotas, to Indiana, back to Florida, etc. 

 So what do we do 80 something years later with these 80 something year 

old Model As? We try to drive them 55mph surrounded by “Jetson-mobiles” doing 

70! 

The cooling system is one of the most critical systems of the car that every-

one has had a problem with at one time.  A good radiator, a good water pump, 

aligned fan belt pulleys, a good fan, clean water jackets, good hoses, and some-

thing to monitor the engine temperature with, a gauge. The Model T did not have a 

water pump and the engine ran and the radiator water circulated on thermo siphon 

the best at 210 degrees; when it got too hot, the steam shooting from the radiator 

cap would tell you to slow down.  The V-8 cars had a temperature gauge that would 

tell you to slow down.  The Model A had NOTHING to tell you to slow down, and it 

shows by observing all of the cracked engine blocks floating around. 

 The braking system is a most critical system with over 500 parts; there are 

many moving parts that wear. The T’s did not have brakes to speak of and the V-8 

cars had larger brakes with cast iron drums. The stock Model A braking system is 

just good enough to be dangerous! In high school I found myself in a couple of jams 

saying a few quick prayers for help from above to stop my coupe! 

 One cannot take the brakes or the cooling system for granted on the Model 

A because these systems are on their edge over 35 mph.   

  One thing that is comforting about owning a Model A is that no bank rob-

ber will hijack our car to perform his work! 

 The July meeting had a wonderful turnout and everyone 

had a great time even though we lacked cookies.  Lots of things 

happening in August, and bring lots of stuff for the BIG Auction at 

the August 21st meeting. Your junk may be some one else’s gold! 

 

                                                              Respectively, 

                                                                             Steve 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

August Meeting - Thursday 8/28 - meeting at the usual 
place, Penny’s Diner.  ANNUAL AUCTION NITE!!!! 

 

September Meeting - Thursday 9/25 - meeting at the usual 
place, Penny’s Diner.  See you there!! 

 

October Meeting - Thursday 10/23 - meeting at the usual 
place, Penny’s Diner.  See you there!! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

July 30th Wed. -  Nevada City Downtown - come for the 
fun!!! 

August 23rd - Miner’s Picnic - contact Steve Turnsk and 
Tom Osborne re specifics. 

September 15 - 17th - Annual Mystery Tour -  

Buzz Elliott and Vern Harms leading it up.  Money due now!  
Checks payable to GraNeva A’s for $220.00 per couple. 

October 25th - Pot Luck Dinner at Lake Wildwood - hosted 
by Steve Straw.  $2/per car to enter Lake Wildwood. Hubbly 
Races!!!  Bring your cars!! 

October 29th - Halloween Party - Happy Apple Lunch & 
Pumpkin Carving at Bierwagen Farm - details TBD. 

 

Upcoming Swap Meets/Shows 

July 31st to August 2nd - Hot August Nites 

August 9th - Sleep Train Arena Swap (ARCO) 

August 17th -  Chico Swap Meet 

September 14th - Auburn Fairgrounds Swap (Chev’s) 

AUBURN CRUISE NITES: 

8/8 and 9/12 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 

 
Hello my friends, 

 
Well as you might now we made it back from 

the MAFCA Convention in Puyallup Washington. 
We left earlier than we intended, just tired out 

from all the running around!  There were excel-

lent tours, Glass Museum, Seattle Under-

ground, American Car Museum, Fred’s Garage, 

Le May Museum and Blake Island boat tour for 

some grilled salmon. Yumm! 

 
The convention took place at the fairgrounds in 

Puyallup.  We were not fortunate to have a mo-

tel close to the happenings.  Lots of driving!!!  

Preparing pictures to share as I am typing this 

newsletter. 

 
I want to remind you to volunteer your time for 

the Music in the Mountains (MIM) car rally.  

There have been nine people give them their 

names.  We will be discussing at our next 

(August) meeting as to the logistics.  Buzz men-

tioned the 10/4 or 10/5 to do the “actual” ral-

ly.  This is great publicity for our club!!! 

 
MIM expect to make $900 for the group of 9 

cars participating  at the Auction 7/27. 

 

Respectfully, 

       Your Editor 

                 Sharon 
    

 

 

 
 

Get your requests in!  What do you want to know ? 

 

If you have any technical questions 

for Ron please ask at the meetings 

or submit to me @: 

sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 
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Call to order: The meeting was called to order by President Steve Turnsk at 7:07pm at Penny’s Diner on July 

24, 2014.  

 
Membership: There were no new members or guests, other than Dale and Barbara White who have not at-

tended a meeting in a long time. 

 

Sheriff: Steve Straw collected $7.50 from11 members not wearing their name badges. 

 

Secretary: There were no additions or corrections to the minutes as printed in the Gra-Neva Gram.  

 

Treasurer: Kay Harms gave a report about expenses and money in our checking account.   

 
Tours: Upcoming tours include Sat. July 26, 9:15am at K-Mart for the tour of the Lionel train collection, 1/8 

scale steam train, ladies compacts, and lunch at Northridge PV; Wed. July 30, 6-9pm, final Nevada City Sum-

mer Nights; August 23 Miner’s Picnic at Empire Mine; Sept. 15-17 Mystery Tour; Sun. Sept 28 Rough & Ready 

chili cook-off; Sat. Oct. 25 “1st Annual Non-Progressive Potluck Dinner” Lake Wildwood; Wed. Oct. 29th lunch 

and pumpkin carving contest at Happy Apple/Bierwagen Farm. Vicky Straw announced the Hero’s Astride pro-

gram for vets on Sat. August 16. Ted Baerresen and Sharon Pierce reported on the MAFCA National Conven-

tion held in Washington State July 14-18. 

 
Technical: Ron Pierce circulated pictures of the only 2 3-window Model A’s. Bill Toensing offered tips on how 

to clean a windshield without streaks. Steve Turnsk showed cut outs of original and cheap replacement coils. 

There was a discussion about Optima batteries. 

 
New Business: Several members reported they had received various scam telephone calls and emails. Be-

ware! 

 
For the Good of the Order: Steve Straw announced Les and Bobby Andrews are thinking of going to the up-

coming Tour in Maine, if anyone else might be interested in going. Next month’s meeting will be the annual 

auction – bring something to auction off. Vern Harms will be auctioneer. 

  

Meeting adjourned at 7:45p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janet Elliott, Secretary 

 

 
Attendance Drawing: Valerie Dawes’s name was drawn but since she was not in attendance, the $20 prize 

rolls forward to next month. 

 

Raffle: The $45 prize of the 50/50 raffle was won by Adler Johnson. 

 
Attendees: Carl Ambrose, Ted Baerresen, Charles Crow, Buzz and Jan Elliott, Vern and Kay Harms, John Hol-

lenback and Christina Brodie, Ginny Gleason, Aaron, Jennifer and Adler Johnson, Bill and Karen Mitchell, Ron 

and Sharon Pierce, Gary and Janet Spencer, Kelly Stevenson, Steve and Vicky Straw, Weldon Travis, Bill 

Toensing, Steve Turnsk and Kristi Owens, Dale and Barbara White, Bob and Bobbie Whiting. 
 

General Meeting Minutes - July 24, 2014 

Model A Ford Club of America: Gra-Neva A’s Chapter 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

   AUGUST 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 

 

 

6 Kelly & Virginia Stevenson   37 yrs 
 

 
 

Happy Anniversary  

to you all!! 

 

JOIN ACCC 
Association of California Car Clubs  

 
c/o Danelle Stumbo 
670 Auburn Folsom Road, Ste 106 
Auburn, CA 95603 
Individual memberships—$25 
Questions: 885-7600                     
 
www.acccdefender.org 

 
 

Thanks to Myra Clampitt for birthday and 

anniversary updates. 

 
 Ron Pierce has a Mullen’s (tear-drop type) 

trailer (never been used) with Model A 

fenders, wheels and painted black - 

$1000 or BO. 
 Carl Ambrose has a ‘31 radiator core with 

pressure cap for $250. 

 

REFRESHMENTS 

Coffee will be supplied by Pennys Diner for $2.00 

per cup with FREE refills. 

 

Meeting refreshments will be brought in by individu-

al members, alphabetically by last name each month.  

Any questions or can’t make it to the meeting, 

please contact Steve Turnsk or Bob Ambrose. 

 

September — Norm & Jan Westmore** 

October — Dale & Barbara White 

 

** Make up for missed August Meeting 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

23 Aaron Johnson 

29 Jan Bevelhymer 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday and Best 

Wishes to you all!! 
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4th of July Dutch Flat Tour—2014 

Kay and Vern Harms 

Jan and Buzz Elliott 

Pictures taken by the Elliotts. 
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Theodore and Dorthy Johnson, Sharon and Ron Pierce, 

Bob Ambrose, Buzz and Jan Elliott, Sandy Hundemer 

and Bill Toensing 

Sandy and Bob 

Dinner at 

Bistro 221 

with the 

group! 

Nevada City 

Summer Nites 

7/23/14 

A mix of Model A’s with hot rods. 

A very well received festival!!! 
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Lionel Train 

Museum Tour 

July 26, 2014 

Train Museum pictures taken by Steve Straw 



Ron Pierce with grandson Maxwell 

Gra-Neva Gram 9 



Gra-Neva Gram 10 

Advertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s Page


