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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Penny’s Diner in the Brunswick Ba-

sin, Fowler Center near SaveMart, Grass Valley at 

7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests. If you are inter-

ested in a membership in MAFCA;  write to MAFCA, 

250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  90631 

 
Also join us for an informal get-together at the Pen-

ny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2015 

President’s Message for April 2015 

Sunshine Report 

Ron Pierce had surgery on April 10 and is recouping well.  Any news to report, contact Jackie 

Osborne @ 273-7571. 

Dear Fellow Members,  

 

 As President, I would like to apologize for the way the clubs financial position was 

brought to the membership in the form of a newsletter surcharge. Our financial situation has 

been an ongoing issue for years, and as president I should have cleaned it up at one of the 

board meetings, but I dropped the ball and it came out in the way it did. Please forgive me!   

 

 I thank everyone for their feedback, and remember that there is no such thing as 

negative feedback! I will soon hold a board meeting to address the larger and ongoing prob-

lem of having more basic expenses than the dues now cover.  

 

 Time for another sea story! Ships captains have a revolver in their desk; not to fend 

off pirates but rather to enforce their orders upon the crew. One-way communication methods 

are standard practice aboard merchant ships. As chief engineer aboard my ship, I wanted two-

way communication within the engine department and started having pre-work meetings eve-

ry day that covered not only the specific piece of machinery that each worker was to work on, 

but also general safety practices. This took 20 minutes each morning after breakfast and I 

also extended the two 15 minute coffee breaks by another 10 minutes each day. It added up 

to 2 to 3 “non-productive” man hours each day that the company was paying, and I was on 

the verge of being fired for it. There were some laws enacted on an international basis be-

cause of the effects of the EXXON VALDEZ. One of them was to have daily communication and 

instruction (documented) with each of the workers on the ship. Up to that time, ONE 10 mi-

nute safety meeting was held each MONTH during a lifeboat drill, costing the company NOTH-

ING.  Suddenly the company was MANDATED by international admiralty law to incorporate 

what I had been doing for the previous three years. From the perspective of the company, I 

went from villain to hero in a day. What I learned is that effective communication takes re-

sources and that it is tough for organizations to acknowledge this.  

 

 Also, in my studies during the last decade about human behavior, I have discovered 

that our minds are divided into four parts, and that each one of us favors ONE part of it more 

than the other parts, depending upon our personality type. Each part of the mind processes 

information differently. Effective communication within a group, such as our club, must ad-

dress all personality types that each think differently. Again, this takes more resources.  

 

The most basic and essential element of any organization is effective communica-

tion, and our newsletter and its editor are our club’s core.  Thank 

you Sharon! Also, our resources supply the communication efforts, 

and thank you Kay for keeping track of our resources!  

Respectfully, Steve 

       

           
 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

May Meeting - Thursday 28th at 7:00PM at Penny’s 
Diner 

June Meeting - Thursday 25th at 7:00 PM at Penny’s 
Diner 

July Meeting - Thursday 23rd at 7:00 PM at Penny’s 
Diner 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

May 10th, Sunday - Mother’s Day at the Elk’s Lodge in 
Nevada City.  Call Buzz Elliott for details and make 
your reservations today!!! 

 

 

Upcoming Swap Meets/Shows 

 
May 31st, Auburn - 39th Annual Swap Meet, Fairgrounds 

in Auburn. 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES:        
  

Hello everyone! 

 
Well, no pictures for this newsletter.  

Tour was “snowed” out!!  Sorry :( 

 
The weather is starting to get better and 

there will be more tours coming up.   

 
When you are out driving around this 

lovely area, and find a place you really 

like….. Make it a tour!!  We have so 

much to choose from in.  

 
We are getting new members and this is 

great!  Welcome Angie and Norm!  

 
Anyone thinking about the Mystery Tour 

and putting it together??  It is a real fun 

experience and we go where YOU plan. 

 

See you at the next meeting. 

 

Your Editor and Publisher, 

 

  Sharon 
 

 

 

 

 

Get your requests in!  What do you want to know ? 

 

If you have any technical questions 

for Ron please ask at the meetings 

or submit to me @: 

sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 
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Call to order: The meeting was called to order by President Steve Turnsk at 7:00 p.m. at Penny’s Diner on April 23, 

2015.  

 

Membership: Norm Plise was introduced as a new member.  

 

Sheriff: Sheriff Steve Straw collected $3.00 from 6 members not wearing name badges. 

 

Secretary: There were no additions or corrections to the minutes as printed in the Gra-Neva Gram.  

 

Treasurer: Kay Harms reported a balance of $3,275.38 in our checking account.   

 
Editor: On behalf of Editor Sharon Pierce and Asst. Editor Karen Mitchell who could not attend, Kay Harms suggested 

members wanting a copy of the Gra-Neva Gram printed and mailed to their homes should pay $2 per month starting 

June 1.  A discussion followed, including suggestions about sending the Roster out by email instead of incurring the 

costs of printing. The matter will be discussed by the Board and presented at the next meeting in May. 

 
ACCC: Bill Toensing reported the 2015 ACCC Legislative Conference is being held in Sacramento on Wed. & Thurs., April 

29-30. The $25 registration fee includes the conference, museum tour, morning snacks and lunch both days. For more 

info go to www.acccdefender.org.  Bill also mentioned pending legislation that would make smogging vehicles made 

between 1976-1990 optional with the payment of an additional fee. ACCC supports this legislation. 

 
Tours: Buzz Elliott reported the Ananda Tulip Tour was snowed out on Apr. 7. Gary Spencer announced the Smartsville 

Tour on Sat. Apr. 25 will proceed unless it rains, but lunch will be at the Royal Dragon rain or shine. Steve Straw said the 

F.A.S.T. Hill Climb will happen in Auburn on Sat. Apr 25 if the road is dry enough. Buzz announced a pre-Mother’s Day 

tour to High Hand Nursery in Loomis on Sat. May 9 (which has since been changed to the brunch at the Elk’s Lodge in 

Nevada City on May 10.) 

 
Sunshine: A card for members to sign was circulated for Myra Clampitt. Jackie Osborne will also send best wishes to 

Ron Pierce. 

 
Technical: Pat Tobin shared an electric fuel pump that he’s had good experience with that comes in 6 or 12 volts and 

sells for $50. A discussion followed. 

 
Haves and Wants: Ted Baerresen has a Model A transmission for sale. Call Ted for details. Bill Toensing has a 16” wire 

wheel for sale for $25.  

 
New Business: Steve Straw asked for cars to participate in the Music in the Mountains silent auction fundraiser. Drivers 

will give the silent auction “winners” a local tour in their cars and join in a catered lunch. Exact date (s) in October 2015 

to be determined. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janet Elliott, Secretary 

 

Attendance Drawing: Vicky Straw won the $30 prize for the Attendance Drawing. 

 

Raffle: The $45 prize of the 50/50 raffle was won by Steve Straw. 

 
Attendees: Ted Baerresen, Marty Clampitt, Jerry and Sharlene Dorville, Phil Drees, Buzz and Jan Elliott, Steve Halverson, Vern and 

Kay Harms, John Hollenback and Christina Brodie, Larry and Denia Hubbard, Tom Osborne, Angelo Paniagua,  Norm Plise, Gary and 

Janet Spencer, Kelly Stevenson, Steve and Vicky Straw, Pat Tobin, Bill Toensing, Steve Turnsk and Kristi Owens. 

General Meeting Minutes - April 23, 2015 

Model A Ford Club of America: Gra-Neva A’s Chapter 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

   APRIL 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 

 

4/12  Tom & Jackie Osborne   - 55 yrs 

4/13  Marty & Myra Clampitt   - 30 yrs 

4/28  Ron & Sharon Pierce  -  8 yrs 

 
Happy Anniversary  

to you all!! 

 

JOIN ACCC 
Association of California Car Clubs  

 
c/o Danelle Stumbo 
670 Auburn Folsom Road, Ste 106 
Auburn, CA 95603 
Individual memberships—$25 
Questions: 885-7600                     
 
www.acccdefender.org 

 
 

Thanks to Myra 

Clampitt for birth-

day and anniversary 

updates. 

Denia Hubbard has car 

for sale - Page 6 

 

Ted Baerresen has a  

Model A Transmission 

for sale. 

 

Bill Toensing has a 16” 

wire wheel for $25.00 

REFRESHMENTS 

Coffee will be supplied by Penny’s Diner for 

$2.00 per cup with FREE refills. 

 

Meeting refreshments** will be brought in by 

individual members, alphabetically by last name 

each month.  Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Steve Turnsk or Bob 

Ambrose. 

 

MAY MEETING: Charles Crow 

JUNE MEETING: Robert Dawes 

JULY MEETING: Jerry Dorville 

  

** If you are unable to attend, please find 

someone else to bring them.  Thank You! 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 

4/1  Vicky Straw 

4/1  Buzz Elliott 

4/26  Steve Halverson 

4/27  Dale White 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday and Best 

Wishes to you all!! 
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MUSIC in the MOUNTAINS 

 
Last year Music in the Mountains auctioned off a ride in an old car 

and lunch.  $1250.00  was raised. They would like to do it again! 

The Gra-Nev A’s provided the “old cars” in 2014 and we have been 

asked to do it in 2015. 

 
We will tour the scenic back roads of Nevada County for about an 

hour and then have a great lunch at the same beautiful home we 

went to before. This event will take place in the fall.  We will tour on 

two different days; each tour with four or five cars. The driver is 

encouraged to bring a guest. We should be home by 3:00PM. 

 
A signup sheet was sent around at the last Gra-Neva meeting. If you 

missed it and would like to participate or have questions please call 

me. 

 

Thanks, Steve Straw    

530—432-9132 
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Article from AARP  (Spring 2015) you probably already have 

read, but I think it’s powerful for all of us to think about. 

Sharon, your Editor 
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Submitted 6/2014 

Ron Pierce’s Cousin, Tom Johnson 



Advertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s Page
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Referred by Carl Ambrose 8/2014 



Krippled Fishing Lures, USA, was started in 1992 to distribute the Krippled Fishing Lures 

line of Salmon tackle in the US. Krippled Fishing Lures is a Canadian manufacturer of 

Salmon tackle that started production in 1964.  

Before I came along, they had never sold tackle in the US market. I am the sole licensed 

distributor for the US, and I have wholesale sales in 26 states right now.   

Thank you, Kelly Stevenson at 530-477-8797                                 

                                                                                                                   Renewed 1/1/15 

Advertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s Page

If you know of someone who wants to Advertise in our Newsletter monthly, have 

them contact me, Sharon Pierce at 530-470-8930.   
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