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2015 Mystery Tour 
 

(Tour Leaders: Gary & Janet Spencer and 

Buzz & Jan Elliott) 

Starting out at the Donner Memorial Park 

September 1, 2015 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Penny’s Diner in the Brunswick Ba-

sin, Fowler Center near SaveMart, Grass Valley at 

7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests. If you are inter-

ested in a membership in MAFCA;  write to MAFCA, 

250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  90631 

 
Also join us for an informal get-together at the Pen-

ny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2015 

President’s Message for September 2015 

Sunshine Report 

Jan Elliott had hip replacement surgery.  She’s recouping great!   

Any news to report, please call Jackie Osborne @ 273-7571.  She’ll send out a card from  

the club. 

Dear Fellow Members, 

 
 During the last several months I have been super busy 

prepping my property for a well to be drilled as well as prep-

ping a dozen vehicles to sell that I will never do anything 

with.  This project had to be a full court press and I have not 

had any time or energy to participate in our club activities. I 

see the light at the end of the tunnel now, and hopefully 

within a couple of months I can become an active member 

again!  

 
 There are a few other members in our club that are 

caught up in untangling things in their lives right now and 

have no time to be active. That’s OK! Just remember that 

you are with us and when the time is ready come on back! 

 
 The eclipse of the moon was exciting last night, if I 

was thinking I would have led an eclipse tour! Several years 

ago I lead an eclipse of the sun tour at TJs Roadhouse. So 

remember that ANY event can be used for a touring event, 

and that all tour ideas from everyone are welcome.  

 
  Nominations for the 2016 governing board will hap-

pen next meeting. That’s it. 

 

 
   Respectfully, Steve

  

 

 

 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

October Meeting - Thursday 22nd at 7:00 PM at  

Penny’s Diner - Nominations for 2016 Board. 
 

November Meeting - Elections will be at this 

meeting for the 2016 Board.  Location TBD. 

 

December Meeting -  Xmas Dinner 12/19 at the  

National Hotel in Nevada City from 6 - 9 PM.   Come 
congratulate your New 2016 Board! 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
October 4th - Sunday, Progressive Dinner (Kay Harms 
for details).  Meet at Kmart at 1:30PM Sharp!!! 

 

October 11th Sunday - Big A’s for Root Beer Floats - 
Meet at Kmart 11:30 PM. Buzz Elliott leading! 

 

December 19th - 6-9pm National Hotel in Nevada City. 

Money due before 12/15 - $30/per person. Call Sharon 
for info. 

Upcoming Swap Meets/Shows 
Sacramento Vintage Ford -  October 23rd Friday 4-9PM 

 
November 8th - Autumn Turlock Swap - Fairgrounds 

Where Rust Rules! 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
                  

Hello everyone! 

 
Okay, if you are interested in our 

Christmas Dinner we need you to 

write a check and send to Kay 

Harms.  $30.00 per person and it’s 

at the National Hotel in Nevada 

City.  Make checks payable to GRA-

NEVA A’s.  Right now there are 24 

on the attendance list. Your dead-

line is 12/15/15.  Yes you have a 

while, but it comes fast :) 

 
While you are writing checks, our 

2016 Dues are coming up, $35.00 

per family.  Due 12/31/15. 

 
If you want to take part in the “Who 

AM I” page in this Newsletter, turn 

in the form that Ted Baerresen 

handed out in the August meeting. 
I can also email it to you!  Lots of 

fun you guys!!!! 

 
Are we having fun 

yet?? 

Your Editor/Publisher 

Sharon Pierce 

Get your requests in!  What do you want to know ? 

 

If you have any technical questions 

for Ron please ask at the meetings 

or submit to me @: 

sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 
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General Meeting Minutes - September 24, 2015 

Model A Ford Club of America: Gra-Neva A’s Chapter 

Gra-Neva Gram 4. 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Steven Turnsk at 7:09 at Penny’s Diner. 

 
Membership:  Long-distance members were in attendance, Jim and Jeanette Haire. Also, Rick and Linda 

Johnson were there, and are the newest members.  Phil Lawrence, recently joined our club, and was in 

attendance as well. 

 

Sheriff:  Sheriff Straw got zero dollars.  Everyone had a badge! 

 
Secretary:  Jan Elliot was out recovering from recent hip replacement surgery, so Kristi Owens took the 

minutes. 

 
Steven Turnsk got a motion to approve last meeting minutes.  Buzz Elliot gave a report on Jan’s condition.  

Her recovery time is estimated to be about 6 weeks.  She is up walking around already! Way to go Iron 

Woman!  We are cheering for you!!!! 

  
Treasurer: Kay Harms reported that we raised $702.00 in our August auction!!  Says things look good and 

we had $277.00 in the Christmas Party Fund. 

  
Editor’s Report:  Sharon Pierce was sending around the list for menu selections for the Christmas Dinner.  

She reminded us that it is to take place at The National Hotel in Nevada City this year.  Date is set for 

December 19th, a Saturday, at 6:00 P.M. 

 

ACCC:  Bill Toensing reported that the most recent Measure passed.  

  
Tours: The Progressive Dinner is coming up on Sunday October 4, and Kay is collecting money for that now.  

So far, 19 people are signed up to go. We are leaving K-Mart parking lot at 1:30 that day.  We make 4 stops 

for dinner courses.  We will be finishing up around 7:30.  

 
Buzz also suggested that we need some other small tour for October, and asked us if we would like to go 

for root beer floats at Big A. Meet at Kmart at 11:30 on 10/11 - Sunday . Many members were enthusiastic. 
We do not have the usual church location for the November Meeting/Pot Luck.  We will be announcing that 

location at a future date. 

 

Technical:  No Tech Tips  

 
Gots and Wants: Vern Harms announced he has several cars for sale and did anyone need  a 1929 Model 

A radiator?  Steve Straw said he has a 28 Roadster Pickup he did not want.  

Bill Toensing has something to sell, but I missed what it was.  Sorry! 

 

50/50 Raffle:  Bobbie Whiting won! 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:40PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Kristi Owens, filling in for Jan Elliot 

 
Attendees: Bob Ambrose and Sandy Hundemer, Ted Baerresen, Marty Clampitt, Jerry and Sharlene Dorville, 

Buzz Elliott, Vern and Kay Harms, Ron and Sharon Pierce, Gary and Janet Spencer, Kelly Stevenson, Steve 

and Vicky Straw, Bill Toensing, Steve Turnsk and Kristi Owens, Bob and Bobbie Whiting, Tony Alfaro and 

Isaac. 



HAVES AND WANTS 

      
 
9/8   Paul & Jan 
       Bevelhymer  3 yrs 
 
9/10  Bill & Karen 
       Mitchell        48 yrs 
 
9/10  Steve & Vicky 
       Straw           49 yrs 
 
9/19  Theodore &  
  Dorothy Johnson  56 yrs 
 

 
 
NO ANNIVERSARIES! 
    

JOIN ACCC 
Association of California Car Clubs  

 
c/o Danelle Stumbo 
670 Auburn Folsom Road, Ste 106 
Auburn, CA 95603 
Individual memberships—$25 
Questions: 885-7600                     
 
www.acccdefender.org 

 
 

Thanks to Myra 

Clampitt for birth-

day and anniversary 

updates. 

Vern Harms announced he has 

several cars for sale and 

did anyone need a 1929 Ra-

diator?   

 

Steve Straw has a 28 Road-

ster Pickup to sell. 

 

REFRESHMENTS 

Coffee will be supplied by Penny’s Diner 

for $2.00 per cup with FREE refills. 

 

Meeting refreshments** will be brought in 

by individual members, alphabetically by 

last name each month.  Any questions or 

can’t make it to the meeting, please con-

tact Steve Turnsk or Bob Ambrose. 

 

NOVEMBER MEETING: TBD 

DECEMBER MEETING: Xmas Dinner   

** If you are unable to attend, please 

find someone else to bring them.  Thank 

You! 

 

 

 

9/5  Paul Bevelhymer 

9/7  Joan Toensing 

9/7  Irene Travis 

9/10  Jeanette Haire 

9/11  Kristi Owens 

913  Maxine Musick 

 

 

 

 
10/8  Pat Tobin 

10/21 Norman Plise 

10/24  Les Andrews 
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September & October 

ANNIVERSIES 

September & October 

BIRTHDAYS 



ALL ABOARD FOR THE 2015 MYSTERY TOUR  

by Jan Elliott 

 
Eight beautiful Model As left McDonald’s at 8am on Tuesday, Sept. 1 to begin the 

2015 Mystery Tour. Led by Gary and Janet Spencer, with assistance from Buzz 

and Janet Elliott, the tour included Ambrose’s, Baerresen’s, Drees, Harms, 

White’s and Whiting’s. 

 
Taking Hwy 20 and old Hwy 40, we got to the new Visitors Center (opened just 

this summer) at Donner Memorial State Park in Truckee. A very knowledgeable 

docent led us around the grounds while telling the story of the pioneers’ efforts 

to get to California and pointing out the locations of the three cabins where the 

Donner party held out during the winter of 1846-47. 

 
After a nearby gas stop and lunch, we drove on to Harrington’s Resort in Sierra 

City. Featuring a trout pond stocked with 2000 trout in front and the Yuba River in 

back, happy hour started early on our connecting balconies. Model A plaques 

(handmade by Gary) were awarded to Barbara White for having the closest guess 

to our destination (Sardine Lake – which several raved about but the hosts kept 

secret until the next day that that was our dinner location for Night 2!) and to Kay 

Harms for a very detailed listing of the campgrounds, county lines and schools 

passed along the way. 

 
Dinner, as well as breakfast Wednesday and Thursday mornings, was 

conveniently at Harrington’s. After breakfast on Wednesday, we headed to 

Graeagle to drop off the ladies who wanted to go shopping (all but Jan!). The men 

(and Jan) drove on to the Western Pacific Railroad Museum in Portola where 

everyone had their chance to operate a diesel locomotive. 

 
Lunch was at Sharon’s Café in Portola. Then we headed back to Harrington’s and 

dinner at Sardine Lake, where some of Spencer’s friends from the Quincy Model 

A’s met us in the floating bar before dinner. 

 
Thursday included a tour of the Kentucky Mine near Sierra City, again with a very 

knowledgeable docent telling the story of the father and son who built and 

operated this hard rock mine. We lunched in Downieville before heading home. 

 
Weather was perfect throughout the trip and there were no breakdowns! We 

couldn’t have asked for more. 
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Cookies Janet and Gary Spencer 

made yummy “finger” cookies.  
Look pretty serious…………. 

Leaking oil again??? The Donner Memorial 
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I wonder what they are looking at??? 

Now 

that’s a 

nice 

looking 

couple.   
Buzz 

and Jan 

Elliott 

Kentucky Mine near 

Sierra City 



Gra-Neva Gram 9. 

Western Pacific 

Railroad 

Museum 
Portola, 

California 

The Mystery 

Tour Gang 

The Girls! 
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Five cars (four moderns led by Straw's Salt 
Truck) made their way down Dog Bar to Auburn.  
 
How's this for an unusual picture? Notice Max 
(doggie) even wore a mask! 
 

“Manifold Tour” the Alternative Sept. 14th 

 One of our more “smoky” day tours -  

Went for lunch at Apple Annie’s in Auburn instead! 
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    DO YOU KNOW ME? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I was born in Glendale, California in 1947.  Lived in Eagle Rock with my 

family until 1960, when I moved to Santa Clara. 

 
I was an Aerospace worker for Lockheed for over 38 years.  My first 

remembrance of a Model ”A” was when I was eleven years old and my 

brother Jim’s friend, had a Model ”A” Sports Coupe & took me for a ride.  

I guess I was impressed because when I turned sixteen years old, I 

became the proud owner of my very own 1930 coupe for which I paid 

$150.00.   

 
I started working on cars when I was eleven years old. My dad bought my 

older brothers a 1950 Ford that needed some work. We went to my dads 

Ford mechanic and he explained to my dad how to install the distributor 

to get the car running. Next day I installed the distributor and put in a 

battery, gas and got the car running. I ran it back and forth in the back 

yard!! 

 
 I have been working on Fords ever since, including working for used car 

dealers as a mechanic for 23 years. Who am I? 



Krippled Fishing Lures, USA, was started in 1992 to distribute the Krippled Fishing Lures 

line of Salmon tackle in the US. Krippled Fishing Lures is a Canadian manufacturer of 

Salmon tackle that started production in 1964.  

Before I came along, they had never sold tackle in the US market. I am the sole licensed 

distributor for the US, and I have wholesale sales in 26 states right now.   

Thank you, Kelly Stevenson at 530-477-8797                                 

                                                                                                                   Renewed 1/1/15 

Advertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s Page

If you know of someone who wants to Advertise in our Newsletter 

monthly, have them contact me, Sharon Pierce at 530-470-8930.   
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WHO I AM ANSWER:  RON PIERCE 


