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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Penny’s Diner in the Brunswick Ba-

sin, Fowler Center near SaveMart, Grass Valley at 

7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests. If you are inter-

ested in a membership in MAFCA;  write to MAFCA, 

250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  90631 

 
Also join us for an informal get-together at the Pen-

ny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2016 

President’s Message for April 2016 

Sunshine Report 

 

Contact Janet Spencer at 477-5570 and let her know if she needs to send a card to anyone. 

Dear Fellow Members, 

 
 The meeting on Thursday was great!  Bob Whit-

ing brought his arrow head collection, and that was 

fascinating.  Bob Ambrose brought his new red 

hotrod, and that was fascinating. Stories of the re-

cent tour to Clear Lake were fascinating.  Ted’s re-

view of various inline fuses and where to use them 

was fascinating.  Kristi is now critiquing this letter 

and it’s not good, claiming that I can write better 

than this! OK, so the Clear Lake tour was AMAZING!  

Thanks Vern and Kay.  

 
 There are more tours coming up, so attend 

them if you want some fun.  Remember to grease 

your zerk fittings, change your oil, clean your cooling 

system, check the levels in your gear 

boxes, and inflate your tires 

(including the spare).  

 
 We miss you Ron and Sharon, 

get well Ron!    

 

Respectfully, Steve. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

May Meeting  -  5/26 at Penny’s Diner in Grass Valley 

June Meeting -  6/23 at Penny’s Diner in Grass Valley 

July Meeting - 7/28 at Penny’s Diner in Grass Valley 

 

UPCOMING Tours: 
May 7th - Mother’s Day Brunch, Saturday - Leaving 
Kmart at 9:30am - contact Jan and Buzz for details 

 

May 23rd - 11AM Ladies Only Luncheon - RSVP to 
Kay Harms Please. (details in the minutes) 

 

June 2nd - Manifold Cooking Tour, Meet at Kmart at 
10AM 

 

June 4th - 9-3PM Nevada Co. Airport Fly-in/Open 
House - Call Buzz Elliott for details. 

 

June 5th - Christy Barden Barn Party.  Meet at Kmart 
at 12:15PM.  More details to follow. 

 

October 14-16th , MYSTERY TOUR!!! (Friday to  

   Sunday)  Save the dates!!!! 

 

Upcoming Swap Meets/Shows 

June 5 - Gold Country Fairgrounds - Auburn 

June 12 - Sac State Univ.(Chevy Club) Sac. 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 

Dear friends, 

 

Just wanted to post an “atta boy” to 

the Tech Talk speaker for the April 

meeting. 

 
This is from one of our 

members to you. 

 

Good work Ted! 

 

 

Your Editor/Publisher 
Sharon  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get your requests in!  What do you want to know ? 

 

If you have any technical questions 

submit to me @: 

sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 
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Tech Talk - We Really Appreciate It!   
 
The Technical presentation at the April meeting 

was "FUSES - Who needs them?"  I think it was a 

really great job and it was insight I desperately 

needed.  There was even a great handout in color 

with specific circuits and fuse values.  I'm the guy 

that blew that starter fuse board showing off at a 

major intersection in San Jose using the horn and 

lights at the same time.  You get to push the car 

out the intersection while a total of 10 lanes of 

traffic are glaring at you.  I just wanted to say 

THANK YOU for taking the time to go over topics 

that range from 12 volt conversion to running 

gear.  I always absorb good stuff from "tech talk" 

during and after the meeting to make our cars 

foothills reliable and build my confidence to get 

back on the road.   

Cheers - Barry 



Model A Ford Club of America: Gra-Neva A’s Chapter 

Board Meeting Minutes – April 28, 2016 
 
Call to order: President Steve Turnsk, called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm at Penny’s Diner on April 28, 

2016. 

 
Membership: There was one guest, John Burnside, who became a member. He was acquainted with Bill 

Toensing 

 

Sheriff: Sheriff Steve Straw collected $1.50 from three members not wearing name badges.  

 
Secretary: There are no additions or corrections to the minutes as printed in the Gra-Neva Gram and they 

were approved. 

 
Treasurer:  Treasurer Jan Elliott gave a report about income & expenses & the health of the checking 

account. There were no unusual expenses to report. The report was accepted. 

 

Vice-President Report: Nothing to report. 

 

Editor, Sharon Pierce was absent.  

 

Tours, Buzz Elliott: 
The Ananda Flower Garden Tour was a success with remarkably good weather this year. The roaring of the 

South Fork of the Yuba could be heard in the canyon. 16,000 bulbs were planted this year and the display 

was beautiful. Lunch at Peterson’s Corner was a little slow in arriving, but apparently redeemed itself with 

enormous portions. The old highway made for a scenic drive home. 

 
The 11 Roses Ranch Tour got rave reviews such as “Excellent” and “Good food” and “Really beautiful!” 

High recommendations were noted. 

 
The Hill Climb at Auburn Airport had a turnout of 17 vehicles with only two casualties, one burning up the 

clutch and one with a mystery failure. The speed record for 1/10 mile of 8.23 (or 8.24) seconds was 

broken by about 2/10 of a second. The weather was beautiful and the borrowed “This is your speed” sign 

showed the winning speed of 68 MPH. That’s 528 feet uphill! Look forward to the next opportunity on 

September 24th. Please come and watch, even if you don’t participate.  

 

Upcoming tours include: 

 
May 7th, Mother’s Day Brunch: Saturday, so it doesn’t interfere with breakfast in bed on Sunday. Jan & 

Buzz will lead the tour to High Hand Nursery in Loomis (3750 Taylor Road). Leaving Kmart at 9:30 to arrive 

for 10:30 brunch. The planned route is the old highway 40 through Loomis. You can preview the menu at 

urbanspoon.com.  Please RSVP for lunch at High Hand. 

 

May 23rd, Ladies Only Luncheon: Monday at Harms’ Farm. Okay, girls, this is the dress-up event of the year, 

although you won’t be shunned if you don’t have authentic 1930’s attire. Do what you can.  
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Upcoming Tours: 

May 23rd……. The Ladies Luncheon (continued) 

Perhaps a lovely hat? Kay is dusting off the china and shining up the crystal. She’s invited a few friends 

to entertain us with examples and information about their favorite pastimes: brilliant cut crystal, quilting 

and vintage compacts. Please arrange to arrive at 11am. Cost $7. Please RSVP with the Harms. 

June 2nd, Manifold Cooking Tour. Meet at Kmart at 10am.  

 
June 4th, Nevada County Airport Fly-in/Open House. 9-3 FREE admission! This is a fairly informal open 

house but the Roamin’ Angels may be there. There may even be food. Cal Fire will be having an open 

house as well. They usually have something fun for the kids. 

 
June 5th, Christy Barden Barn Party in honor of his 80th birthday. First 150 get free dogs/burgers, 

Potluck for the rest. There’ll be a live band and dancing is encouraged as is flagrant display of Model A’s. 

Meet at Kmart at 12:15pm for the trip out Hwy 49 past the Willo. More details will follow. 

 

Mark your calendar: October 14-16th Mystery Tour.   

 
Sunshine Report: Steve reports that Ron Pierce is up and about at home and preparing for camping in 

Yosemite. Despite having to be careful about exposure to anyone due to his immune system being 

down, he seems to be keeping positive. 

 
Technical, Ron Pierce:  In Ron’s absence, Ted Baerresen spoke on “Fuses…Who Needs ‘Em?” Model A’s 

didn’t come with fuses originally. But the benefits are well worth the work and it’s best to have more 

than one and “sprinkle ‘em around a little bit” so that, in the event of a failure you can still make it 

home. The typical in-line fuse has a pretty big disadvantage (although it’s still better than no fuse):  

when there’s a bad connection the nylon tends to melt when it gets hot. Ted favors the modern blade 

type fuses. He discussed (with visual aids) the use of heat shrink tubing and butt connectors to cover 

the splice. It’s a good idea to fuse the horn as it’s a common culprit of dead shorts. As is the headlights. 

Watch out for lousy brake light switches, as well. Ted had some very disparaging words for Vintique as a 

reliable source for parts. He whole-heartedly does NOT recommend them. Unless you don’t mind being 

stranded somewhere, that is. He does like Bratten, with the caveat that some of their stuff may be 

Vintique. Pat Tobin likes All Ford in Campbell for used parts. Burt’s is another that garnered some favor. 

Steve Straw recommends putting some dielectric grease on connections that you may want to take 

apart someday.  

 

Gots & Wants:  

Newest member, John Burnside is looking for a 1930 Tudor, color unimportant but perhaps grey.  

 

Presume Gerry Holzapple still has a lightened flywheel and balanced pressure plate he’d sell for $300. 
Gerry has 5-19” wheels to sell: $150 (although he admitted he’d probably take $100) No information on 

their exact condition. 

 

Aaron Johnson is looking for 21” wheels “good & true”. 

 

Ryck Johnson needs rear fenders for his ’28 Phaeton 

Minutes for April 2016 continued……………. 
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Gots & Wants: (continued) 

 

Steve Halverson also needs fenders for his ’26 Model T 

 
Show & Tell:  Please check with Vern Harms if you’d like to bring something to share so everybody doesn’t 

show the same day. 

 
Steve Straw, who showed his heirloom penny collection last month, gave an update that he has now found 

the final 2 coins he needed to complete the collection.  

 
This month, Bob Whiting showed his arrowhead collection. His dad grew up in Northern Indiana near South 

Bend; an area that had been home to Potawatomi Indians.  Back then, all houses had one horse with one 

plow, which made it pretty easy to see things that got turned over. During his labors, Bob’s dad found many 

arrowheads, a few axe heads, tomahawk heads and a grinding stone. Some of the arrowheads have 

incredibly fine edges which must have taken considerable skill to make and were likely used to spear fish.  

 

ACCC: Bill Mitchell was absent. 

 

Old Business: None. 

New Business: None. 

 

Attendance Drawing: Barry Sudderth won $10.  

 

Raffle: The $30 prize of this month’s raffle was won by yours truly, Secretary Christina Brodie. 

 
Attendees: Christina Brodie,  Steve Turnsk, Norman Plise,  Steve Straw,  Buzz & Jan Elliott, Barry Sudderth, 

Vern Harms, Patrick Tobin, Bob Whiting,  Ryck & Linda Johnson, Ted Baerresen, Marty Clampitt, & Phil 

Lawrence 

 
In attendance were two model A’s and a Frankenstein consisting of a ’26 T front half on an A frame with a 

’52 Merc flathead all gussied up to look like a racer from the 50’s. (Bob Ambrose’s) 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:59 pm, moved, seconded and carried. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Christina Brodie, Secretary 

 

 

Minutes for April 2016 continued……………. 



HAVES AND WANTS 

5/8  Ted & Louise  
        Baerresen 
5/21 Gary & Janet 
        Spencer 
   
    

5/22  Norman & Trish 
         Plise 

JOIN ACCC 
Association of California Car Clubs  

 
c/o Danelle Stumbo 
670 Auburn Folsom Road, Ste 106 
Auburn, CA 95603 
Individual memberships—$25 
Questions: 885-7600                     
 
www.acccdefender.org 

 
 

Thanks to Janet 

Spencer for birth-

day and anniversary 

updates. 

Newest member, John Burnside is looking for a 

1930 Tudor, color unimportant but perhaps 

grey.  

 
Presume Gerry Holzapple still has a lightened 

flywheel and balanced pressure plate he’d sell 

for $300.  Gerry has 5-19” wheels to sell: $150 

(although he admitted he’d probably take 

$100) No information on their exact condition. 

 
Aaron Johnson is looking for 21” wheels “good 

& true”. 

 

Ryck Johnson needs rear fenders for his ’28 

Phaeton. 

Steve Halverson also needs fenders for his ’26 

Model T. 

REFRESHMENTS 

Coffee will be supplied by Penny’s Diner 

for $2.00 per cup with FREE refills. 

 

Meeting refreshments** will be brought in by 

individual members, alphabetically by last 

name each month.  Any questions or can’t 

make it to the meeting, please contact Steve 

Turnsk or Bob Ambrose. 

 

MAY 26TH - Phil Lawrence 

JUNE 23RD - Bill Mitchell 

JULY 28TH - Jim Musick 

 

** If you are unable to attend, please find 

someone else to bring them.  Thank You! 

 

 

5/6  Ron Pierce 

5/8  Myra Clampitt 

5/28 Denia Hubbard 

5/30 Vern Harms 

 

5/30  Sharon Pierce 
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May 

 ANNIVERSIES 

May 

 BIRTHDAYS 

FREE:  Modern Honda steel rims, set of 
four, perfect condition, 14" diameter, 5-1/2" 
width, four bolt pattern at 4.5 inches 
(straight across).  Factory rims from my 
daughter's 1992 Prelude (no tires).  Also - 
set of two wide ATV rims for 8" tire with four 
bolt pattern at 4" spacing.  Barry Sudderth - 
408-966-9420 
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On Monday, April 11th at 8:30 am, a group of GraNeva Members met at Kmart before our 45 
minute drive to the Ananda Village on the Old Tyler-Foote Road to see the annual flowering 
of the tulips, all 16,000 of them.  There was some concern about the weather in the 
planning, but as it turned out, the weather was perfect.  Among our participants were Ted 
Baerresen, Denia Hubbard (actually came with some other ladies but was able to join us in 
the group photo), Steve & Kristi Turnsk, Phil & Mary Lou Drees,  Gary & Janet Spencer, Buzz 
& Janet Elliott and new members, Barry & Meredith Sudderth. 

  
One of the gardeners that was responsible for the planting, care & feeding of 
all the landscaping explained that they replant all new bulbs every year so 
when they flower, the blooms are the largest possible.  If they allow the bulbs 
to multiply, without replanting new, the blooms are not as large the next 
year.  They give all their tulips away every April and buy new from Holland. 

Ananda Village Tour by Buzz Elliott 
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The South Fork of the Yuba River must have been running high and fast 
because we could hear it very easily at the bottom of the canyon.  We also 
noticed the very large solar panel array on the north end of the gardens that 
must provide them with much of their electrical power. 

By 11:30, we were all hungry for lunch so we saddled up and drove to 
Peterson’s Corner where they had a row of tables and chairs set up for our 
group.  It took awhile to get our food order, but when it arrived, we were all 
surprised at the size of the hamburgers & sandwiches.  Great food and a very 
pleasant waitress who good care of everyone.  She even offered that if we 
were planning on driving to Downieville, plan on carrying our own gas – 
apparently, they were replacing the in-ground fuel tanks to an above ground 
tanks in North San Juan due to reported problems with water in the fuel. 
  
We drove back to Nevada City via the Old Downieville Road which cuts off of 
Highway 49 just south of the Willow Restaurant.  In all, it was a great day 
and a fun trip with friends! 



Eleven Roses Ranch Tour by Jan Elliott 
 
“Never miss a Harms’ tour!” said Steve Turnsk at the last meeting when asked to describe the Eleven Roses 

Ranch Tour. “They are ALWAYS great!”  

 
And so it was. Three Model As and three modern cars caravanned from Kmart Sunday, April 23, to begin a 

beautiful two-day tour to Clear Lake. Participants included Harms, Spencer’s, Baerresen’s, Turnsk’s, Jan 

Elliott (Buzz was too busy to go – his loss! – so Jan got to ride in Baerresen’s back seat), Steve Halverson, and 

Ken and Valerie Borello, friends and former neighbors of Harms. 

 
The first day included a perfectly timed lunch at the Sizzler in Yuba City, time to browse and shop Granzella’s 

in Williams, and then a pretty drive around the southwest side of Clear Lake to Robinson’s Rancheria in Upper 

Lake. Robinson’s is a very nice casino with great rooms and a terrific $9.95 prime rib dinner in their casino 

restaurant. After Happy Hour in Harms’ room and dinner, some tried their hand at black jack and the slots 

using the hotel’s $30 credit per hotel guest. (And some – think Jan Elliott with Gary Spencer’s help – 

managed to walk away with double the hotel credit!) 

 
Day two started with Gary seeing a puddle under his car from his hotel window, and Ted Baerresen having 

exactly the radiator hose and generator wire Gary needed! (“I always want to go on tours with Ted Baerresen 

from now on!” says Gary.) After another reasonably-priced meal at the casino restaurant, the caravan 

proceeded south down the northeast side of Clear Lake and out an 11 mile half-paved/half-gravel road to the 

Eleven Roses Ranch and Mule Company.  As everyone gathered, we enjoyed some local wine and appetizers. 

Then Anne Garner, proprietor and 4th generation owner of the ranch, shared some of the history of the ranch 

before bringing out her white draft mule team and wagon for a beautiful narrated tour of the back country.  

The tour featured wildflowers, patches of irises, beautiful trees and wide open vistas. Back at the “barn”, we 

were served a delicious chuck wagon BBQ lunch before heading home. 

 

Definitely a unique, memorable and most enjoyable trip! 

Sunday 

dinner 

at the 

Casino 

 

4/24 
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Beautiful Spring Day, 

       Vern and Kay Harms 

Kay Harms,  Ann 

Garner (Owner) and 

Vern Harms 

Eleven Roses Tour - April  23 and 24th 

Gra-Neva Gram 11 



Ken Borello and Vern & Kay Harms 

And of course the Mules! 

Steve Turnsk, Gary Spencer, Kristi 

Turnsk, Janet Spencer, Ted & Louise 

Baerresen, Vern & Kay Harms, Jan 

Elliott, Steve Halverson and Ann 

Garner the Owner. 

Eleven Roses Tour - April  23 and 24th 
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PRE-MEETING DINNER AT NORTHRIDGE 

 
Seven GraNeva A members showed up at Northridge Restaurant in Nevada City before the 

meeting on Thursday, April 28. Besides a convivial dinner, the group helped support the 

local Marine Corps League Toys for Tots program. (Northridge was donating 10% of their 

food receipts that night to the program.) 

 
These pre-meeting dinners at various local restaurants have become a fun way to eat and 

visit before the 7pm meeting. Plan on joining us next month. The location will be 

announced shortly before the meeting. 

 

By Jan Elliott 

Left side:  Vern & Kay Harms, Kristi & Steve Turnsk, Louise & Ted Baerresen 

Right side:      Gary & Janet Spencer, Jan & Buzz Elliott 
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The Dawn of Advertising: 

Aggressive Approach of the 1920’s 

by Barry Sudderth 

 

Advertising in the early 1900’s was limited to a polite product announcement designed 
simply to make potential customers aware of a product.  This rapidly changed during the 
1920’s in a rush to create new markets and influence buying decisions.  Love and 
romance were advertised everywhere.  It was 
important to look “right”  and there were many 
products to make sure the lady looked her 
best.  Woodbury’s Facial Soap promised “A 
skin you love to touch.”  The ad went on to 
say “You will be surprised to see how quickly 
you can free your skin from faults.”  Even 
though we all know a special soap cannot 
remove faults, people were desperate to look 
their best.  Palmolive soap promised “That 
Schoolgirl Complexion” that was “Naturally 
Lovable.”  Both of these products can still be 
found in our drug stores today! 

 

People  fell  in  love with  the Hollywood stars  and new “tabloid”  newspapers  printed 

sensational stories about their personal escapades.  It seemed that every new star was 

important because they used the “right” products.  Some of the slogans that persuaded 

people to try these products lasted for decades, 

and it was important to be seen drinking and 

smoking  the  right  ones.   The  “pause  that 

refreshes” still sounds lik 

e a Coca Cola ad.  Smoking was very trendy and it 

was promoted heavily for women.  One ad which 

featured the slogan “I’d Walk a Mile for a Camel” 

cigarette showed the opportunity for a woman to 

meet a handsome man.  Of course, we all still 

know that Maxwell House Coffee is “Good to the 

Last Drop.”  Chesterfield cigarettes featured an ad 

with  a  rugged  looking  man  so  happy  and 

confident  that  he  would  “tell  the  world  They 

Satisfy.”    
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There was a tremendous optimism during this decade that was fueled by a desire 
for consumers to have material things.  The freedom of cars let people see what 
others had and the relentless advertising on the radio made them aware of new 
products.  People bought everything they could, and then discovered that they could 
buy on “margin.”  For ten percent down, they could have that new product that had 
been advertised so effectively.  The bubble of optimism was burst in 1929 when the 
stock market “crashed.”  Cars, appliances, cosmetics, and advertising all survived, 
but somehow it just wasn’t the same.  The great depression would cause most 
people to reevaluate their lives.  However, the many inventions that helped the 
1920s “boom” also helped to get the entire country back on track.  After the 
depression, the United States would emerge as the world leader in production and 
promotion of new ideas.   
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The Dawn of Advertising: 

Aggressive Approach of the 1920’s 

by Barry Sudderth 



Krippled Fishing Lures, USA, was started in 1992 to distribute the Krippled Fishing Lures 

line of Salmon tackle in the US. Krippled Fishing Lures is a Canadian manufacturer of 

Salmon tackle that started production in 1964.  

Before I came along, they had never sold tackle in the US market. I am the sole licensed 

distributor for the US, and I have wholesale sales in 26 states right now.   

Thank you, Kelly Stevenson at 530-477-8797                                 

                                                                                                                   Renewed 1/1/16 

Advertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s Page

If you know of someone who wants to Advertise in our Newsletter 

monthly, have them contact me, Sharon Pierce at 530-470-8930.   
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