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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 

a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2016 

President’s Message for November 2016 

Sunshine Report 

Please let Janet Spencer know how everyone is doing 477-5570. 

Dear Fellow Members, 

 
           In my office on the ship I had over 1000 maintenance manuals, 

and another 200 overflow books in the 1st assistant engineer’s office. 

There were more books in the radio shack, on the bridge, in the 1st 

mate’s office and in the electrical shop. There was also an entire room 

with two dozen 4’ tall file cabinets stuffed full of blueprints. Did I read 

every one of them? Was I nuts? But I did glance through most of them 

to 1) locate each one, 2) to note what information that was available 

in each one, 3) to replace any missing ones. With so much equipment 

around me, it’s nearly guaranteed that something would fail, and you 

would never know what it would be next! I would be studying at least 

one manual or half a dozen blueprints EVERY day to fix that particular 

piece of equipment or area of the ship. 

 
When I was 14 years old I bought a book called “Know Your 

Model A Ford”, the second book I bought was the Ford Service Bulle-

tins.  I now have a dozen books on the car. I have read all of them sev-

eral times over the years, because there are only a dozen. I also have 

read all of the tech questions in the “Restorer” and still will pick one 

up out of the blue to read that section again. Do I remember it all? No. 

But I do have it stuffed in my tiny brain somewhere and I do have the 

books. The books do not explain or show it all, are full of mistakes, 

and sometimes they PURPOSEFULLY leave things out.  
I learned to do this on my Model A in High school, and still do it 

now, using the books to assist in maintaining my car. One resource 

that I have now that I did not have then is our club. All of the members 

have sea stories of their cars, and I learn something from each story. 

Members show me different things all of the time. Even with misinfor-

mation, although it is frustrating, one learns from it. I know ten times 

more about Model As now than I did 8 years ago when I joined the 

club!!!  Also, it takes actual “hands on” to step 

down the information contained in the books and 

stories into the real world and repair/maintain your 

car!             
Obtain and read the books, ask questions at 

the meetings, use the computer websites and the 

telephone, acquire quality tools, and get your hands 

dirty!  
                                    Respectively, Steve 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

December Meeting/Dinner -  12/18 Sunday at The Willo 
in Nevada City.  Details to follow, contact Christina Brodie 
for info and read the about it in the Minutes! 

 

January 2017 Meeting - 1/26  NEW meeting place,  Elks 
Lodge in Nevada City @ 7:00PM. 

 

UPCOMING Tours: 

 

December 11th, Sunday  - Christmas Lights 

Meet at Kmart at 7PM.  Bill Mitchell will lead. 

 

January 1st, Sunday - Hangover Tour.  Meet at Kmart 
@ 10:30 AM.  We will do a short drive to the Spencer’s 
for a festive lunch.  Please bring a side dish or dessert to 
share.  Spencer’s 477-5570. 

 

Upcoming Swap Meets/Shows 

Cars & Coffee - Saturdays at Kmart GV from 8-10AM 

 

Wings & Wheels - Second Saturday of the month at the 

Auburn Airport. 

Get your requests in!  What do you want to ask? 

If you have any technical questions 

submit to me @: 

sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 
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EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Dear friends, 

Well it definitely sounds like the 

Souper Saturday Luncheon was a great 

success.  How could it not; Food, 

friends, car talk…. Sounds like a 

good combination to me!  Sorry Ron and 

I missed it. 

 

So next is the wonderful Christmas 

party on December 18th at the Willo. 

Hopefully you have told Christina what 

you want to eat and have paid for the 

food???  Call her for information. 

 

Other tidbit of info is your 2017 Mem-

bership Dues are due now!!!  Please 

get them in ASAP.  You want to be ac-

counted for right? 

 

See you all at the dinner on the 18th! 

 

Your Editor & 

Publisher…. 

 

Sharon Pierce 

 

 



HAVES AND WANTS 

JOIN ACCC 
Association of California Car Clubs  

 
c/o Danelle Stumbo 
670 Auburn Folsom Road, Ste 106 
Auburn, CA 95603 
Individual memberships—$25 
Questions: 885-7600                     
 
www.acccdefender.org 

 
 

Thanks to Janet 

Spencer for birthday 

and anniversary  

information. 

Let me know if you have  

anything new items you want me 

to post here. 

Also see the Minutes. 

REFRESHMENTS 

 

Coffee will be supplied by the Elks Lodge 

for $1.00 per cup w/free refills. 

 

Meeting refreshments*** will be brought in 

by individual members,  

alphabetically by last name each month.   

Any questions or can’t make it to the 

meeting, please contact Steve Turnsk or Bob 

Ambrose. 

 

 

*** 

December - Holiday dinner at the  

Willo 12/19, 6-9 pm.  

 

January 2017 Gary Spencer 

February - Kelly Stevenson 

March - Steve Straw 

12/4  Bob Ambrose 

12/5  Janet Spencer 

12/10  Jerry Dorville 

12/15  Karen Mitchell 

12/16  Caroline 

             Burnside  

12/30 Norm Westmore 
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December 

 ANNIVERSIES 

December 

 BIRTHDAYS 

12/16  Jim & Maxine 

              Musick 

12/18  Pat & Ardy 

               Tobin   

12/23  Buzz & Jan  

               Elliott 
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Call to order: The meeting was called to order by President Steve Turnsk at 12:40pm on 

Saturday, Nov. 19, at Buttermaker’s Cottage in Western Gateway Park, Penn Valley, following a 

wonderful Souper Saturday potluck lunch. 

 
Sheriff: Since Steve Straw was absent, and Vern Harm was talked out of taking his place as 

Sheriff at this lovely holiday event, there was no collection for missing name badges. 

 
Secretary: There were no additions or corrections to the minutes as printed in the Gra-Neva 

Gram. 

 
Treasurer: Jan Elliott reported the only expense last month was payment to the Elks Lodge for 

the October meeting. 

 
Membership: Kristi Turnsk welcomed Mary Westcot, Danielle Alfaro and Karen Mitchell who 

have not been at recent meetings. 

 
Election of new officers: Having no additional nominees, the slate of 2017 officers proposed by 

the Nominations Committee was accepted. The new officers are President: Steve Turnsk; Vice 

President: Bob Ambrose; Secretary: Christina Brodie; Treasurer: Jan Elliott; Editor: Sharon 

Pierce; Tour Director: Steve Halverson. 

 
ACCC: Bill Mitchell reported difficulty getting ACCC to respond to his requests to make him the 

new contact. Since we have not yet paid our “suggested” ACCC dues of $5 per member, it 

sparked a discussion of how other clubs pay only a flat donation of $50-75. Bill and AJ will 

continue to try to contact ACCC. 

 
Tours: Gary Spencer reported on the tour on Nov. 4 to the Grass Valley Museum which showed 

there was more to Grass Valley than just gold mining. Bill Mitchell will do a Christmas Lights 

tour on Sunday, Dec. 11 starting at 7pm at Kmart. Gary will lead a Hang-Over Tour on Jan. 1st 

from Kmart at 10:30am ending at Spencer’s for ham and black-eyed peas. Bring a side dish to 

share. Spencer’s are also coordinating a multi-day tour to the Model A Spring Opener around 

the first weekend in May 2017.  This year it will be held in Quincy instead of Clear Lake. More 

info on motels and exact dates will be forthcoming. Steve Halverson, Tour Director for 2017, 

wants members to volunteer, or be assigned alphabetically, to plan an activity or tour each 

month in 2017. More will be discussed at the Holiday Party on Dec. 18. 

 

Raffle:  Jan Elliott won $27.50 at the 50/50 raffle. 

 

Attendance Award: Janet Spencer won $10 from the attendance drawing. 
  

General Meeting Minutes as of November 19, 2016 
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Old Business: Get your dues payment of $35 per family and payment for the Holiday Dinner at 

the Willo on Sun. Dec. 18 to Jan Elliott as soon as possible. 

 
New Business: Gary Spencer has typed up the roster in an email able format and suggested it 

be emailed next year in lieu of printing the roster booklet. It was discussed that this would be 

more convenient to update throughout the year and save the cost of printing the booklets. It 

was also discussed that we should have a new member packet with might include a hard copy 

of the roster and bylaws. A formal vote was postponed until the idea could be discussed with 

Sharon Pierce who has produced the roster booklet in the past. 

 
Other New Business: Bridgette Holzapple has updated the website to reflect the Nevada City 

Elks Lodge as our new meeting location, updated the online membership application, posted 

2016 pictures under the photo gallery and made numerous other minor changes. AJ Johnson 

volunteered to investigate setting up a Facebook Page for the club where members could share 

pictures and more easily stay up to date on club activities.    

 
For the Good of the Order: We would like to reinstitute Show & Tell in January. Please call Vern 

Harms if you have a hobby or collection that you could share at a future meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:35 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janet Elliott and Kristi Turnsk, Acting Secretaries 

 

 
Attendees: Tony, Danielle  and Isaac Alfaro; Ted and Louise Baerresen; Christina Brodie (arrived 

late); John Burnside; Phil and Mary Lou Drees; Buzz and Jan Elliott; Steve Halverson; Vern and 

Kay Harms; AJ, Jenn, and Adler Johnson; Bill and Karen Mitchell; Gary and Janet Spencer; Vicky 

Straw; Steve and Kristi Turnsk; Dennis and Mary Westcot. 



Grass Valley Museum Tour 
November 4th 

 
We had 8 GranNeva A members in 5 Model A's enjoy lunch at the Royal Dragon, followed by a short drive under 

beautiful sunny skies to the museum for an interesting docent led tour. Those attending were the Whiting's, 
Lawrence's, Spencer's, Bob Ambrose and Steve Turnsk. 
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Thanks to Spencer’s for pictures. 



Gra-Neva Model A Club November meeting was held Saturday, November 18, 

2016 at the Buttermaker's Cottage in Western Gateway Park in Penn Valley. 

 
Twenty of our club members braved the inclement weather to 

participate in our "annual" Souper Saturday.  Soup makers this year 

were Louise Baerresen (minestrone), Mary Lou Drees (black bean 

pumpkin) Jennifer Johnson (butternut squash) and Kay Harms ("Olive 

Garden" Toscana).  In addition to soup, we had a great variety of 

salads, and wonderful desserts (including pumpkin pie).  (A special 

"thank you" to the ladies who said "yes, I'll make soup." when asked 

to help.) 

 

We all enjoyed great food, good conversation and then participated 

in our monthly meeting where we took care of business including 

confirmation of  the club officers for 2017. 

Kay Harms 

Souper Saturday 
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Steve Halverson, Gary & Janet Spencer Louise & Ted Baerresen 

All the yummy goodies!! An afternoon luncheon enjoyed by all. 

Tony Alfaro, Steve & Kristi Turnsk Isaac Alfaro and Adler Johnson, also Aaron Johnson 

Gra-Neva Gram 9 

Thanks to Mitchell’s  for pictures. 



Happy 50th Anniversary “Greenie” Then and Now 

By Ron Pierce 

 
In October 1966 I purchased my second Model A, a 4 door slant window sedan.  I purchased from a 

dealer in San Jose who was selling for a friend for $550.00.  It was a one-owner and had 98,000 

original miles.  It now has 154,440 miles.   

 
I have now owned this car 50 years, I bought it when I was 19 years old.  I have driven continuously 

throughout the years; to Long Beach California South to Victoria Canada North.  It was my everyday 

driver, driving back and forth to work (Lockheed) for many years. 

 

 

October 2016 

October 1966 
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Krippled Fishing Lures, USA, was started in 1992 to distribute the Krippled Fishing Lures 

line of Salmon tackle in the US. Krippled Fishing Lures is a Canadian manufacturer of 

Salmon tackle that started production in 1964.  

Before I came along, they had never sold tackle in the US market. I am the sole licensed 

distributor for the US, and I have wholesale sales in 26 states right now.   

Thank you, Kelly Stevenson at 530-477-8797                                 

                                                                                                                   Renewed 1/1/16 

Advertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s Page

If you know of someone who wants to Advertise in our Newsletter 

monthly, have them contact me, Sharon Pierce at 530-470-8930.   
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