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Steve Straw, Ted Baerresen, Jan and Buzz Elliott, Vicky Straw, Mike McKellop (builder), Ron 
Bledsoe (owner), Marty Clampitt, Bill Mitchell and Aaron Johnson 
 

Ron Bledsoe’s Miner’s Village in Chicago Park Tour 5/19 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 

a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2017 

President’s Message for April 2017 

Sunshine Report 

Steve Straw let me know Estelle Burns passed away.  Her husband was Doug and they were active in Gra-

Neva A’s several  years back.  Condolences to their family.  

Please let Janet Spencer know how everyone is doing 477-5570. 

Dear Fellow Members, 
 
Wednesday I attended my daughter’s college graduation down in 

Long Beach.  It was awe inspiring to see all those kids that are happy, 

excited, with an open future and purpose in their lives.  My daughter 

Alexandra attained a 3.8 GPA during the four years while holding at 

least one other job.  I also met her boyfriend of four years, who is a 

quiet, unassuming engineering student nearing his graduation. They 

adore each other, just like Kristi and I.  Her boyfriend, Kyle, has two 

internships to choose from; 1) one in a fabrication plant for aircraft 

engines, and 2) one at an upstart car company called Faraday who 

will be competing directly with Tesla. 21 years old, and either path 

will direct his future in a totally different direction; what a choice!   

    
 During the last year since I bought my first 1940s Ford tractor 

I have been scanning the Craigslist for tractors.  I came upon a trac-

tor ad of one in Auburn; pictures below. I am no salesperson, but us-

ing these pictures is not the way to sell your vehicle!  And, why post 

more than one of these pictures? It doesn’t run (ran 8 months ago) 

and I offered them $500 for it (they want $900); we will see. I do not 

really want another tractor, I have one, two, three, four, five ……… it’s 

embarrassing now.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A lot more tractors than chickens!  Kristi just proof-read this letter 

and let’s just say that I have enough tractors right now.    

 
 It is definitely the time of year to take off your 

manifold heater!  Let’s do some touring with Steve H! 

 

                             Respectively,     

                                Steve   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

June 22 - Elks Lodge in Nevada City @ 7PM 

July 27 - Elks Lodge in Nevada City @ 7PM 

August 24 - Elks Lodge in Nevada City @7PM 

 

UPCOMING Tours: 
June 2nd - Seven Hills School. Meet Marty Clampitt at 
Mc Donald’s at 11 and leaving at 11:15am.  Quick tour 
to let kids see “old” iron up close! 

June 4th - Barden’s Barn Dance and pot luck 

June 14th - CANCELLED Mel’s Diner in Auburn -  

Graffiti Night 3-5PM - Stay tuned. 

June 17- Allegany Tour.  Ted Baerresen to lead. 

June 18th - Father’s Day festivities - Hill Top Commons 

June 23rd - Mitchell Manufacturing, Colusa - meet at 
Kmart 9am - Will have lunch out and possible stop at 
Truck Museum in Woodland. 

July 4th - Dutch Flat Parade - time to meet - TBD 

September 24-29th  Marin Tour - driving up Highway 1. 

 

Upcoming Swap Meets/Shows 2017 
 

June 4th Sunday, Auburn - Mother Lode Swap Meet Gold 
Country Fairgrounds 5am to 3pm. 

 

Cars & Coffee - Saturdays at Kmart GV from 8-10AM 

 

Wings & Wheels - Second Saturday of the month at the Auburn Air-
port. 

 

Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.  Graffiti Night, 
bring you’re A’s and get 20% off on dinner. 

Get your requests in!  What do you want to ask? 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Dear friends: 

 

Another great meeting Thursday.  

Weldon  & Irene Travis brought yum-

my cheese cakes.  Irene also shared 

with me that every 2nd Saturday 

from 8-10am at the Grande Bldg in 

Rough n Ready there is a full 

breakfast for $6.00. A possible 

tour?? 

 

Lots of tours in the making for 

June and into July. 

 

Someone needs to step up to get the 

Mystery Tour going.  OR there will 

be none! 

 

Your Editor & 

Publisher 

Sharon Pierce 

 
Note: 

Pages 15 & 16 

Ron added articles from old  

Restorer Magazines. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

 

for birthday &  

anniversary  info             

Ron would like to sell his 1930 Black 

Coupe for $15,000.  Ground up res-

toration 15 yrs ago.  530-470-8930 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied 

by the Elks Lodge for $1.00 per cup 

w/free refills. 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

etc) will be brought in by individual 

members, alphabetically by last name 

each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Steve 

Turnsk or Bob Ambrose. 

 

*** 

June - Pat Tobin 

July - Steve Turnsk 

August - Norm 

         Westmore  

 

6/7  Sharlene Dorville 

6/10  Tony Alfaro 

6/10  Kelly Stevenson 

6/16  Ted Baerresen 

6/23  Bob Whiting 

6/27  Linda Johnson 

6/28  Barry Sudderth 

 

 

7/4 Meredith Sudderth 

7//7 Jan Westmore 

7/17 Bob Bickelmann 

7/30 Bill Mitchell 

June & July 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

June & July 

 BIRTHDAYS 

6/10  Dale & Barbara 

         White 

6/13  Vern & Kay 

         Harms 

6/17  Barry & Meredith 

         Sudderth 

6/19  Jim & Jan 

          Haire 

6/28  Gerry & Birdgette 

            Holzapple 

 

7/6  Aaron & Jennifer 

           Johnson 

7/20  Tony & Danielle 

            Alfaro 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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General Meeting Minutes - May 25, 2017   

Model A Ford Club of America: GraNeva A’s Chapter 

Call to order: Vice-President Bob Ambrose, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm at the Nevada 

City Elk’s Lodge on May 25, 2017. 

 

Membership: There were no new members but there was one guest: Irene Travis.  

 

Sheriff:  Special Deputy Sheriff Kristy Turnsk collected $1.50. 

 

Secretary: There were no additions or corrections to the minutes as printed in the Gra-Neva 

Gram and they were approved.  

 

Treasurer:  Treasurer Jan Elliott gave a report on this month’s expenses and income. The balance 

is healthy. Kay Harms was reimbursed for the lovely raffle basket she put together. 

 

Vice-President Report: “Glad to see you all. Hope you’re taking you’re A’s out.” 

 

Editor, Sharon Pierce: Gary Spencer did the proposed by-law changes, which will be in the Gra-

Neva Gram for review.  

MAFCA dues for 2018 will increase 20% to $50.  First time in 10 years. 

Sharon is still working on the advertising project. She will ask Bridgette to take all the links off 

the website before sending the marketing letters. 

 

Tours, Steve Halverson: 

Cemetery Tour was really interesting. We learned about the symbolism of gravestones and that 

Nevada County has the most public cemeteries of any county in the state. 

 

Spring Opener Tour was a good time, despite some rain. Four couples and one Model A braved 

the conditions; one from San Diego. Tours were made around the area including a trip to beautiful 

Lake Almanor.  

 

Tour of Mine Stuff at Bledsoe’s was “amazing”! The life-sized vignettes were recreated from old 

pictures and included part of a mine shaft complete with ore bucket and cart; an assay office; a 2-

stamp mill; a blacksmith’s shop and set up for making pickax heads. The displays cover 2-3 acres.  
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Upcoming tours include: 

June 2nd, 7-Hills School. Meet Marty at McDonald’s at 11 to leave at 11:15. This is a quick 

event to let the kids see old iron up close. 

 

June 4th,-  Barden’s Barn Dance and Pot Luck. 

 

June 14th,  Mel’s Diner for the Wednesday Night Car Show. Get 20% off your meal for bringing 

your classic car. Meet 3:30 at Kmart.  SORRY CANCELLED TO LATER DATE. 

June 17th, Allegany Tour. Meet at Kmart at 8:45am (or 8:30 if you’d like to chat) to depart at 9. 

Ted will lead. Bring a lunch, a full tank of gas, water for you and the car and a chair. Allegany 

has some neat historical tours since the town hasn’t changed much in 150 years. The Allegany 

Days are the 17th and 18th, but we’re going on Saturday. The drive up may take up to an hour 

and a half, but should be quicker coming back. 

 

June 18th Father’s Day Tour. Hilltop Commons has asked if we would bring our old cars (A’s or 

T’s) for their Father’s Day festivities. 

 

June 23rd, Mitchell Manufacturing, Colusa. Meet 9:00 at Kmart. Will have lunch out and might 

stop at the Truck museum in Woodland.  

 

July 4th, Dutch Flat Parade Tour. There is a lunch about $8. “Biggest water fight you’ve seen in 

your life”, Says Janet Spencer. 8:30 at Kmart. Will include Model T’s from Auburn club.  

 

September 24-29th, Marin Tour. Driving up Highway 1.  

 

Mystery Tour: Volunteers wanted. 

 

Interesting Things You Might Like: 

Every Saturday is Cars & Coffee in the Kmart parking lot. All cars are welcome and you won’t 

see a more eclectic mix anywhere: Rat rods to Bentleys. No RSVP; just show up and stay as 

long as you like.  (8-10am) 

 

Auburn Airport has a similar thing, Wings & Wheels on the second Saturday through the 

summer.  

 

Sunshine Report: Janet Spencer was absent. 

 

Technical: Ron Pierce said, “No” but Ted Baerresen had a quick show and tell. “Anyone who 

has ever been on tour with him knows his car craps out nearly every time.” Finally, the mystery 

was solved: the gas cap, which looked shiny and gorgeous, wasn’t vented properly. It should 

have 2 vents near the edge instead of one in the middle.  

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Gots & Wants:  

We’re going to start over with the list. Let me know if you have a Got or Want to include. 

 

For sale: 1930 Black Coupe “ground up” restoration 15 years ago. $15k call Ron Pierce for all the 

goodies. 

 

Show & Tell:  Nothing to report. 

 

ACCC: Bill Mitchell was absent. 

 

Old Business: We’re back on the map. Or rather, in the Union paper Club News section! 

New Business: A little off topic, but Jan Elliott is looking for volunteers to help at the Air Fest in 

2-hour shifts. It includes entry to the show and the dance portion of the program if you work 

Saturday. There will be a car display which is being arranged by Christie Barden.  

 

Raffle:  $37 won by yours truly (Christina Brodie).  

Attendance Drawing:  Bobbie Whiting was not present. The prize is carried over to next month 

and will be $30. 

 

Attendees: Christina Brodie,  Steve Halverson, Ted and Louise Barrensen, Buzz and Jan Elliott,  

Kristy Turnsk, Vern & Kay Harms, Marty Clampitt, John Burnside, Ron & Sharon Pierce, Bob 

Ambrose, Sandi Schilling, Bob Bickelmann, Kelly Stevenson, Scott Nance, Phil Drees and Steve 

Halverson. 

 

No A’s were noted as being in attendance but there was a nice looking truck outside. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm, moved, seconded and carried by all.  Those in attendance enjoyed 

cheesecake after the meeting from the Weldon’s. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Christina Brodie, Secretary 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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                                 SPRING OPENER IN QUINCY  

                                          5/5-7th of May 

                                         By Gary Spencer 

 
With rain and possible snow forecast for Quincy and Truckee, the 
Spencer's, Elliott's and Baerresen's opted to take modern cars to the 
Spring Opener. Steve Halverson towed his Model A up with his friend, 
Jade.  
 
On Friday evening our friends Bill and Jennifer hosted a happy hour and 
dinner for us in their beautiful Quincy home. Saturday we had a tour to 
Truckee for lunch at a brewpub. Then back to Quincy with the promised 
rain for the dinner banquet and raffle.  
 
Steve won a Model A tune-up kit and Jan won a $50 gas certificate. 
 
The Feather River A's did an outstanding job hosting the Spring Opener 
this year and plan to repeat next year in Quincy. 
 
 

Gra-Neva Gram 

Jan & Buzz Elliott, Gary & Janet Spencer and Louise & Ted Baerresen 
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Tour of Ron Bledsoe’s Miner’s Village 

May 19th by Steve Straw 

 

Seven Model A's and two modern cars made the short 

drive from the K-mart parking lot over to Ron 

Bledsoe's fantastic collection.  

 

There we joined the Auburn A's and toured his 

expansive collection of mining era artifacts. The 

grounds and buildings were all manicured for a big 

event to be held there on Saturday and Sunday.  It 

is a huge collection and takes several hours to 

get through it. Many of us saw items we did not 

know what they were used for.  

 

It was good to see the cars from the Auburn A's. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Meredith and Barry Sudderth 

Ron Bledsoe’s 

Miner’s Village 

Tour 

Marty Clampitt, Steve Halverson and Ted Baerresen  

Steve Turnsk with friend Paul 
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Aaron Johnson and Bill Mitchell 

Phil Lawrence and Cali 
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Some Auburn A’s . 
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 Proposed changes to the Gra-Neva A’s Bylaws  
Proposed changes are in italics.  
 

Proposed changes will be voted on at the July 27 general meeting.  
 

1) Article III: Section I. Classes of Members  

 

Existing wording: There shall be three classes of members, Individual Members, Family Members, and 
Honorary Members. Members in all three classes must maintain their dues to MAFCA.  

Proposed wording: There shall be three classes of members, Individual Members, Family Members, and 
Honorary Members. (Omit second sentence)  

 

2) Article III: Section II. Membership Requirements and Qualifications  

 

Existing wording: An application for membership must remit the annual dues with his or her application and be 
approved by the Board of Directors and be a member in good standing with the Model A Ford Club of America.  

            A. A new applicant must attend two (2) meetings or one (1) meeting and one (1) event during the six (6) 

                months prior to his or her application.  

            B. A new applicant must be sponsored by a current member.  

 

Proposed wording: An applicant for membership must remit the annual dues with his or her application and be 
approved by the Board of Directors. (Substitute the word applicant for application. Omit last part of sentence 
regarding membership in MAFCA. Omit line A and B.)  

 

3) Article III: Section III. Dues  

 

Existing wording: Chapter dues shall be payable to the Gra-Neva A’s chapter in advance of the first day of 
December each year. Membership in MAFCA is strongly advocated in conjunction with membership in the 
Chapter.  

Proposed wording: Chapter dues shall be payable to the Gra-Neva A’s chapter in advance of the first day of 
January each year. Membership in MAFCA is strongly advocated in conjunction with membership in the 
Chapter. (Change due date for dues).  

 

4) Article IV: Section II. Tenure and Qualifications  

 

Existing wording: The outgoing Vice President shall automatically serve a one year term as Vice President.  

Proposed wording: The outgoing President shall automatically serve a one year term as Vice President. (Omit 
the word Vice)  

 

5) Article VII: Section II. Payment of Monies  

 

Existing wording: All checks, drafts or other orders of the payment of money, notes or other evidences of 
indebtedness issued in the name of the Chapter shall be signed by the Treasurer and one officer.  

Proposed wording: All checks, drafts or other orders of the payment of money, notes or other evidences of 
indebtedness issued in the name of the Chapter shall be signed by the Treasurer or one officer. (Change the 
word and for or).  
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Taken from The Restorer Nov-Dec 1958 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Page taken from The Restorer Magazine dated  

March-April 1957 
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Perusing through a Capitol A’s Newsletter found this article.  I mentioned at 

our last meeting that I thought it might we a nice Award to give someone. 

Maybe we can discuss at our next Board Meeting??  

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Krippled Fishing Lures, USA, was started in 1992 to distribute the Krippled Fishing Lures 

line of Salmon tackle in the US. Krippled Fishing Lures is a Canadian manufacturer of 

Salmon tackle that started production in 1964.  

Before I came along, they had never sold tackle in the US market. I am the sole licensed 

distributor for the US, and I have wholesale sales in 26 states right now.   

Thank you for your second year!!  Kelly Stevenson at 530-477-8797                                 

                                                                                                                   Renewed 1/1/17 

Advertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s PageAdvertiser’s Page

If you know of someone who wants to Advertise in our Newsletter 

monthly, have them contact me, Sharon Pierce at 530-470-8930.   

Gra-Neva Gram 


