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“The Phantom of the Opera” 

Tour - October 8th 

Larry Schimmel, Buzz Elliott, Susan Schimmel, Bob Whiting, Jan Elliott, Barbara Lawrence, Bobbie Whiting and Phil Lawrence 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 

a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2017 

President’s Message for October 2017 

Sunshine Report 

Please send your prayers and thoughts to Phil Drees.  His wife Mary Lou passed on Friday, 

10/27/17.  RIP Mary Lou. 
Please let Janet Spencer know how everyone is doing 477-5570. 

 

 

Dear Fellow Members, 

   
          I heard that the mystery tour was a blast!  

CHOO CHOO CHOO!  Thanks, Aaron!!!!!! 

 
 We have the officer line up set for this coming 

year, YEA!  I have not been the most dynamic presi-

dent, but I did my best. I am sure that with Kay at 

the helm, and Vern directing the tours, it will be a 

very exciting year!   

 
           In reading the MAFCA governing laws, it takes 

a great amount of effort, time and money in order to 

start a new charter. I know that it is special to have 

a fully functioning club right here in our own back-

yard for us to enjoy.  

 
           We have great members from all types of 

backgrounds with very little conflict; it is wonderful 

to get together for tours and lunches and even 

meetings!  Yes, even the meetings are fun.  

 

 

 That’s all, Steve   
 

 

 

 

 
      

      

 



3  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

November 11th Thanksgiving (Meeting) at the But-
termaker’s Cottage at the Western Gateway Park in 
Penn Valley.  11:30 to 2:30PM.  Pot Luck this year.  
Names A-E bring a Main Dish, H-N bring a Salad, P-W 
bring Dessert.  Also 2018 Officer Nominees will be an-
nounced. 

 

December 16th Holiday Party - Saturday, The Willo 
starting at 5:30PM Cocktails and Dinner at 6:30PM.  
Mark your calendars.  See details in the Minutes Page 5. 

 

 

UPCOMING Tours: 

 

 

Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2017 

 
************************************************************** 

 Cars & Coffee - Saturdays at Kmart GV from 8-10AM 

 Wings & Wheels - Second Saturday of the month at          
the Auburn Airport. 

 Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.  
Graffiti Night, bring you’re A’s and get 20% off your 
dinner. 

 

 

 

Get your requests in!  What do you want to ask? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Pierce,  
            your 
Editor 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Hello All,  

 

Well it sounds and looks like the One-

Day Mystery Tour was a great success 

this year.  Thanks to Aaron Johnson.  

Sorry we missed it, we were in Yosemite 

enjoying the beautiful Fall weather. 

 

Next the Thanksgiving Get together will 

be a great luncheon.  Check out on the 

left what you need to bring according to 

your last name initial. 

 

I also want to mention that I’ve heard 

from a few regarding the meal they want 

at the Xmas Gathering in December.  I’m 

just reminding you to email me your se-

lection.  How can you resist with those 

prices!!! 

 

Sincerely, 

Sharon, your Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

 

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

Kelly Stevenson wants an In-line 6, 

200 or 250 cubic inch from mid ‘60’s.  

Tranny if possible. 

 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by the Elks 

Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/free re-

fills. 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

etc) will be brought in by individual 

members, alphabetically by last name 

each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Steve 

Turnsk or Bob Ambrose. 

 

*** 

November - Thanksgiving 

December - Christmas Dinner 

 

11/4  Gerry Holzapple 

11/20 Ryck Johnson 

11/24 Bridgette  

                    Holzapple 

11/26  Phil Drees 

 

 

 

 

12/4 Bob Ambrose 

12/5  Janet Spencer 

12/10  Jerry Dorville 

12/15  Karen Mitchell 

12/16 Caroline Burnside 

12/30 Norm Westmore 

 

 

November & December 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

November & December 

 BIRTHDAYS 

 

11/9 Phil & Barbara 

              Lawrence 

 

 

12/16 Jim & Maxine 

            Musick 

12/18  Pat & Ardy Tobin 

12/23  Buzz & Jan 

           Elliott 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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General Meeting Minutes - October 26th, 2017   

Model A Ford Club of America: GraNeva A’s Chapter 

Call to order: President Steve Turnsk, called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm at the Nevada 

City Elk’s Lodge on October 26, 2017. 

 

Membership: There were no new members to repor t.  

 

Sheriff:  Sher iff Steve Straw was absent. 

 

Secretary: There were no additions or  cor rections to the minutes as pr inted in the Gra -

Neva Gram and they were approved.  

 

Treasurer:  Treasurer  Jan Elliott was also absent. 

 

Vice-President Report: Bob Ambrose mentioned unseasonably warm weather with poor air  

quality due to residual smoke from the fires. 

 

Editor, Sharon Pierce: No repor t.  Sharon was absent. 

 

Tours, Steve Halverson:  

 

- Bocce Ball Manifold Cooking Picnic at Condon Park did not come to fruition. 

- Red Dog Tour was fun with a lot of good history. 

- Maybe next year there could be a “Change of Colors Tour” 

 

Upcoming events include: 

 

November 11th Saturday, Thanksgiving at the Buttermaker’s Cottage at the Western Gateway 

Park in Penn Valley. 11:30-2:30. Potluck this year: Names A-E Main dish; H-N Salad; P-W 

Dessert.   

 

Officer nominees will be announced. $35 for refreshments was approved. 

 

December 16th Saturday, Christmas Dinner at the Willo. Cocktails at 5:30, Dinner at 6:30. There 

will be 5 choices.  

Steak and Halibut: $18 each, Chicken and Ribs: $10 each, Veggie Burger: $2.  Meals include 

Salad, Ranch Beans, Baked Potato, Garlic Bread, Ice Cream, and Coffee.  Tax and Tip included 

in the meal price!  Holiday Attire recommended, also Club will provide gifts for a Gift 

Exchange! 
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Interesting Things You Might Like/Ongoing: 

 

Each Wednesday at Mel’s Diner in Auburn get-together. 20% Discount on food when you 

show up in a Model A between 3-5PM it’s American Graffiti Night. 

 

Every Saturday is Cars & Coffee in the Kmart parking lot. All cars are welcome and you won’t 

see a more eclectic mix anywhere: Rat rods to Bentleys. No RSVP; just show up and stay as 

long as you like.  

 

Auburn Airport has a similar thing, Wings & Wheels on the second Saturday through the 

summer . 

Sunshine Report: Steve Straw was in the hospital br iefly, but is home again.  

 

Technical: None.  

 

Gots & Wants:  

 

Kelly Stevenson: wants an in-line 6, 200 or 250 cubic inch from mid ‘60’s. Tranny, if possible.  

 

Show & Tell:  None. 

 

ACCC:  

 

SB1 appears to have gotten enough signatures to put a vote to repeal on the November 2018 

ballot. Please go to www.nocagastax.com to help repeal the gas tax that goes into effect 

November 1st. 

 

There was general discussion on the fact that purchasers don’t have to pay the back fees on 

collector cars and how unknowledgeable DMV staff are about it. SB1 also raises registration 

fees on ALL cars. The Auburn DMV was generally agreed to be the best. 

 

Old Business: There should be an audit of the treasurer ’s books. Need a volunteer who 

has some accounting knowledge. 

Gra-Neva Gram 

http://www.nocagastax.com
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New Business:   

 

Next year’s 2018 Officer Nominees were announced.  

 

Kay Harms, President; Steve Turnsk, Vice-President; John Burnside, Secretary; Sharon Pierce, 

Editor and Vern Harms, Tours.    

 

A vote will be held at the November meeting held at the Buttermaker’s Cottage. 

 

Also, Al Angulo, President of the Elk’s Club reminds us that the club is not allowed to bring 

alcohol onto the premises, but it may be purchased at the bar.   

 

General Discussion:   

The question was asked: “How was the Cal Expo Swap Meet?”.  

Steve Turnsk reported that it was “terrible!” Between the parking fees and entry fees and so 

few vendors there were even fewer buyers. He won’t be going again. 

 

Vern Harms reported on the Hot August Nights in Reno. “Same old, same old.” Same vendors 

with the same stuff. He didn’t buy anything. 

 

Raffle:  $22 to Steve Turnsk. 

 

Attendance Drawing:  $20 to Janet Spencer. 

 

Attendees: Christina Brodie, Steve Turnsk, Bob Ambrose, Bob & Bobbie Whiting, Sandi 

Schilling, Bob Bickelmann, Gary & Janet Spencer, Vern & Kay Harms, Kelly Stevenson, John 

Burnside,  Aaron Johnson, Bill Mitchell, Steve Halverson, Marty Clampitt, Ted and Louise 

Baerresen. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm, moved, seconded and carried by all. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christina Brodie, Secretary 
 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Sent in by Vern Harms. 

 

If you have a vintage car and have been told you owe 

back DMV fees because it was not on non-op, you 

probably don't. 

CA DMV code 4604(d)3 exempts most old cars from 

having any back penalties due to not registering vehi-

cles or not placing them in a "non-op" status.  Save 

this code and use it at the DMV office when you are 

told you owe back fees.  Cars 20 years and older 

qualify and you must be a car collector.  (Most of our 

club members definitely qualify as car collectors.) 

DMV does not specifically state what qualifies as a 

car collector so I think we make the cut. 

 
Mark down you are a car collector on the form to 

waive those fees. 

Put the DMV code in your file information for your 

cars so you will have it when needed. 
 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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“The 
Phantom 

of the 
Opera” 

Tour 

 
On the beautiful sunny Sunday afternoon of October 8 - with no 

hint of the disastrous winds which would follow that night – eight 

Gra-Neva A’ers and friends made their way to Peace Lutheran 

Church to watch the silent movie, “The Phantom of the Opera.” 

 
Bob and Bobby Whiting in their 1929 Model A Sport Coupe, Buzz 

and Jan Elliott in their 1931 Model A Deluxe Roadster, with their 

friends, Larry and Susan Schimmel in the rumble seat!, and Phil 

and Barbara Lawrence in their modern car (with dog Callie in the 

back), met in the parking lot at Peace Lutheran. They all enjoyed 

the edited, colorized, 1929 version of the classic 1909 film star-

ring Lon Chaney with live organ accompaniment provided by na-

tionally famous Walt Strony and vocal accompaniment by soprano 

Anne Vaaler. 

 
Following the movie, all of them met at the Royal Dragon for a Chi-

nese buffet dinner. 

 

Submitted by Jan Elliott 

Larry and Susan Schimmel, Bobbie and Bob Whiting, and Janet Elliott 
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Looks like they had a good time!  Larry and Susan Schimmel (friends of Jan and Buzz Elliott.) 

Phantom of 

the Opera 

Outing. 

 
Buzz Elliott driving, 

with the Schimmel’s 

in the Rumble Seat. 



11  

Only Buzz and Jan Elliott (and Max) drove their Model A to the annual Bridgeport 

Fall Festival on Sunday, October 22, but it earned us a spot in front of the Shell Gas 

Station (and a suitable-for-framing photo op!) and lots of thanks and kudos from 

Festival Volunteers and visitors alike.  

 
After moving to the side to avoid too many fingerprints, we were joined by Phil and 

Barbara Lawrence (and Cali), visited with Dennis Westcot who was there at 7am to 

help set up!, and met Rod Hisken, tractor enthusiast and driver of the Fall Festival 

tractor ride.  

 
The weather was absolutely perfect. The volunteers made the most of telling the 

history of this area which was the major commercial center of the area from the 

1860’s through the 1940’s.  

 
Our primary contact, Jim Wilson, has promised that Model A’s get to be some of the 

first cars to drive through the bridge when it reopens after restoration is completed 

in 2019. Mark your calendars! 

 

Submitted by Jan Elliott 

Bridgeport Fall Festival 

October 22nd, 2018 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Bridgeport Fall Festival 

Buzz and Jan Elliott with Max.  Also Phil and Barbara Lawrence with Cali. 

Pictures by Jan Elliott 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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We embarked on a one-day Journey to beautiful old town Sacramento, there were 
nine cars in total (seven were Model A’s), 17 folks including young Adler.   
 
We took sections of beautiful old Highways 49 and 40 as well as some colorful of 
old Auburn Boulevard.  We arrived at our destination at approximately 10:45 AM 
at a parking structure across the street from the California Rail Museum.  As al-
ways the trains and memorabilia on display were absolutely breathtaking; the 
scale and the degree in which everything had been restored was impeccable.   
 
For lunch we walked down the street in Old Town to a quirky place called Fanny 
Ann's.   It had delicious burger, fries and endless sodas.  We got to explore the Old 
Town District for about two hours which included museums and the old Hunting-
ton Hardware Store.   
 
We were back in Grass Valley by about 6:15 PM. I'm happy to report there were no 
breakdowns and very little drama the entire tour thanks to all that came.   Hope 
you enjoy the photos. 
 
People who went: Aaron, Jennifer and Adler Johnson, Dennis Westcot, Kay and 
Vern Harms, Ted and Louise Baerresen, Bill and Karen Mitchell, Bob Ambrose, Gary 
and Janet Spencer, Bob and Bobbie Whiting and Steve Halverson. 
 
By Aaron Johnson 

Mystery Tour in “One” Day 
October 28th, 2017 
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Back Row: Vern and Kay Harms, Dennis Westcot, Gary Spencer, Bob Ambrose, Bill Mitchell and Steve Halverson. 

Second Row: Ted and Louise Baerresen, Karen Mitchell, Aaron Johnson, Bobbie and Bob Whiting, and Janet Spencer 

Front Row:  Jennifer and Adler Johnson 

Mystery Tour Group! 

Pictures by Janet Spencer. 
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Steve Halverson and Dennis Westcot. 

Aaron, Adler, Jennifer Johnson with Karen and Bill Mitchell. 
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Lunch Area.  Shade constructed by local Boy Scout Troop for the event.  Extensive presentation 

Gra-Neva Gram 

Kay and Vern Harms, Bob Ambrose with Louise and Ted Baerresen 

Front: Dennis Westcot,  

Second Row: Gary Spencer, Bobbie and Bob Whiting, Louise and Ted Baerresen and Bob Ambrose 

Third Row: Steve Halverson, Kay and Vern Harms 
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Phil Drees put on Facebook on Saturday the 28th. 

Yesterday (October 27th) Mary Lou took a peaceful trip to 

heaven from her home after her two year battle with stage 

four lung cancer.  

The family has many thanks for the services of Hospice of 

the Foothills and all the good thoughts, prayers, and help 

from their great friends. She will be missed as a great wife, 

friend, stepmother and mom to Sophie and Quincy.  

Services have not yet been planned.  

I wanted to add this to our newsletter.   
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Gra-Neva Gram 

Advertiser’s Page 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 

Early Ford Store of  

California 

108 Bonita Avenue 

San Dimas CA  91773 

909-305-1955    Bill McGrath 


