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HAPPY THANKSGIVING  

TO YOU ALL!!   

HAVE A SAFE AND LOVING 

HOLIDAY SEASON. 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 

a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2017 

President’s Message for November 2017 

Sunshine Report 

Phil Drees will be having a Celebration of Life for his wife Mary Lou on December on  

December 9th from 2-4PM.  Please RSVP if you haven’t already 470-8869 if you are coming. 
Please let Janet Spencer know how everyone is doing 477-5570. 

Dear Fellow Members, 

 
   Today I handed the parts guy at a local Auto Parts store a 

brake wheel cylinder piston cup. I told him it was for my Dodge M-37 

army truck. While carefully looking at it he replied, “What’s this, a 

plug or something?”  I used to get a little angry with a reply like this, 

but now I just accept it. Am I surrendering to obsolescence?  Am I 

surrendering to incompetence?   
 As he was spending the next 30 minutes looking on the com-

puter and flipping pages through three different brake supplier’s 

books he told me that he wanted to buy a Vietnam era army truck. I 

told him “that’s what this truck is”. I told him that I installed the larg-

er Chrysler flathead six with 30 more HP over the stock Dodge flat-

head six. He replied that he wanted a 100% Stock one. I told him 

that the Canadian built M-37’s used the larger Chrysler engines as 

stock. He said, “NO, NO, NO, it must be stock!”  Poor guy, his creativi-

ty must have been stunted.  He did eventually find the brake cup in 

the shelves.  
Last year I dealt with the parts guy standing to his left, and 

asked him for a manifold gasket for my Ford 8N tractor. He barked, 

“We don’t sell tractor parts here!” I walked over to the Manager of 

the machine shop and asked him to help out the parts guy, and with 

great intimidation the manager walked him through step by step in 

finding the gasket in the books. It was embarrassing. The gasket was 

in stock. To this day that parts guy will not help me.    
 If they have the parts in stock then it’s not of matter of obso-

lescence; it is a matter of incompetence.  How could the store man-

agement fix the situation? Don’t stock the parts! Less overhead for 

parts and less pay for incompetent people. A Win/Win for the store! 
 Luckily for our Model A’s we have a variety of competent and 

over the top parts suppliers to ask not only for parts, but for help!  

And they happily respond. Mac’s, Snyder’s, Bratton’s, Mike’s, Aries, 

Mitchell’s, Lucas, Arizona Model A, EGGE, JC Taylor, Gaslight, Early 

Ford, and Cartouche.  It is a pleasure to buy parts for my Model A.  

 
            Thank you to all our suppliers for advertis-

ing with us and being there to help when 

asked !!!!!!!! 
 

 Respectfully, Steve 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

 

December 16th Holiday Party - Saturday, The Willo 
starting at 5:30PM Cocktails and Dinner at 6:30PM.  
Mark your calendars.  RSVP to Sharon Pierce no later 
than December 10th. Thank you! 

 

UPCOMING Tours: 

January 1st, 2018 Monday - Hangover Tour - Leaves 
Kmart at 10:30 AM. 

                
We’ll drive the A’s for about 30 miles, ending up at the Spencer’s 
home for social time. We’ll provide ham, black-eye peas, egg nog 
and other drinks, and plates and utensils. Please bring a side dish 
to share.  RSVP please so we’ll know how much to prepare.  
Gary & Janet Spencer 477-5570  

 

Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2017 - 2018 
 

December 3, 10, & 17th, 1:30 to 6PM - Victorian 

Christmas downtown Nevada City. 

 

January 27 & 28th - Turlock Swap Meet (Modesto Area) 

 
************************************************************** 

 Cars & Coffee - Saturdays at Kmart GV from 8-
10AM 

 Wings & Wheels - Second Saturday of the month at          
the Auburn Airport. 

 Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.  
Graffiti Night, bring you’re A’s and get 20% off your 

dinner. 

 

Get your requests in!  What do you want to ask? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Pierce,  
            your 
Editor 
         

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Hello All,  

 

Sorry we missed the Turkey Trot :)  

Sounds like it was a great event.  

Thanks to everyone who brought Pot Luck 

dishes! 

 

Next on our agendas is the Christmas 

Holiday Party.  5:30 Cocktails and 6:30 

dinner starts.  RSVP to me no later than 

December 10th please.  Money to Jan  

Elliott.  If you’ve forgotten the pric-

es check last months Newsletter or call 

me. 

 

Also when paying for the dinner you 

might want to add your 2018 Dues which 

have been reduced to $10 per family. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sharon, your Editor 

 

PS We have 21 attending the dinner 

to-date for Willo dinner.  I need 

a total of 30 or we 

pay $30 extra for a 

bartender. 

Just saying………. 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

 

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

Nothing reported. 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by the Elks 

Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/free re-

fills. 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

etc) will be brought in by individual 

members, alphabetically by last name 

each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Steve 

Turnsk or Bob Ambrose. 

 

*** 

November - Thanksgiving 

December - Christmas Dinner  

January 2018 - Tony Alfaro 

 

12/4 Bob Ambrose 

12/5  Janet Spencer 

12/10  Jerry Dorville 

12/15  Karen Mitchell 

12/16 Caroline Burnside 

12/30 Norm Westmore 

 

 

 

1/3 Danielle Alfaro 

1/3 Jennifer Johnson 

1/9 Gary Spencer 

1/20 Bobbie Whiting 

1/22 Barbara Lawrence 

1/24 Louise Baerresen 

1/24 Virginia Stevenson 

 

December & January 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

December & January 

 BIRTHDAYS 

12/16 Jim & Maxine 

            Musick 

12/18  Pat & Ardy Tobin 

12/23  Buzz & Jan 

           Elliott 

1/20 Norm & Jan 

         Westmore 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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General Meeting Minutes - November 11, 2017   

Model A Ford Club of America: GraNeva A’s Chapter 

Call to order: President Steve Turnsk, called the meeting to order at 1:16 pm 
at the Buttermakers Cottage in Western Gateway Park in Penn Valley on 11 
November 2017. 
 

Guests: Grandma Lou, Linda’s mom, was a guest of Bob Ambrose. 
 

Raffle Tickets: There were none. 
 

Secretary: Christina Brodie was absent, so 2018’s incoming secretary John 
Burnside agreed to take the minutes. There were no additions or corrections 
to the October minutes as printed in the Gra-Neva Gram and they were 
approved. 
 

Vice-President Report: None. 
 

Treasurer: Jan Elliott stated our balance. We spent $220 in the 
Mystery Tour Fund. She is collecting checks for the Holiday Dinner and the 
2018 Dues.  Treasurer’s report was approved. 
 

Editor: Sharon Pierce (absent) 
 

Tours: Tour Chair Steve Halverson was absent. Kay and Vern Harms 
reported that the Mystery Tour was to the Sacramento Train Museum. They 
thanked Steve Halverson for paying the admission fee for all.  Thank you to 
Aaron Johnson for putting together. 
 

Upcoming tours: 

 Hangover Tour 1 January led by Janet and Gary Spencer. 
 Wine Tasting Tour to Nagier Winery is being planned by Bob and Bobbie 
     Whiting. 
 Mine Day after Thanksgiving is being planned by Tony Alfaro. 
 

Technical: None. 

Gots & Wants: None. 
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New Business:  

 

 Turlock Swap Meet 27 & 28 January 2018. Visit their website 
www.turlockswapmeet.com (see pages 11 and 12). 

 
 Election of 2018 Officers: The slate was moved, seconded and passed 
     unanimously. 

 
 President: Kay Harms 
 Vice President: Steve Turnsk 
 Secretary: John Burnside 
 Treasurer: Jan Elliott 
 Tour Chair: Vern Harms, Assistant: Buzz Elliott 
 Editor: Sharon Pierce 

 
  MAFCA Annual Meeting 23-30 June, 2018. Gary Spencer reported we          

will do registration and maybe parking.  See Page 13. 
 
 Mary Lou Drees memorial 9 December. RSVP by 30 November.  Please 

call (470-8869) or respond to internet invite. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm, moved, seconded and carried by all. 
 
Submitted by, 
John Burnside (for Christina Brodie) 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Waiting in 

line.  This is 

the hard 

part. 

Buzz Elliott 

Party at the Buttermaker’s  
Cottage. 

November 11th, 2017 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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It seems it was worth the wait!  Good food for everyone. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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The Alfaro family: Tony, Danielle and Isaac.  Enjoying the 

meal. 

Also enjoying 

the goods, 

Bob Ambrose 

with his 

friend Linda 

and her 

Mom. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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DANIELLE, TONY AND ISAAC  
ALFARO.  BUZZ ELLIOTT AND JOHN 

BURNSIDE. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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MAFCA National Convention 

Aces’ & A’s 

June 23-30, 2018 

 
Next year the national convention is sponsored by the NCRG (Northern 

California Regional Group), of which we are one of the member 

clubs.  Each NCRG club is asked to participate in putting on this 

event.  The convention technically doesn’t start until June 24 but we’ll 

need to arrive on the 23rd to help with registration.  We may also be asked 

to help with parking.  Registration goes on until June 26, so we can come 

back anytime after that, or stay for the entire event.  We will tour up as a 

group and you can decide when you want to return. 

 
The event will be held at the Nugget Casino & Resort in Sparks.  You can 

reserve your room there at 800-843-2427.  Use code GMODEL to get the 

$79 room rate.   

 
You can register for the convention using the online form that Sharon sent 

out via email or by going to MAFCA.com website.  You must be a MAFCA 

member to register, or you can join on your registration form.  Registration 

can be done anytime but before May 1 for the reduced rate.  There are a 

lot of seminars, tours and events that you can sign up for on your registra-

tion form, some of which may fill up.  They have 300+ registrations al-

ready and the bus tours to Fallon Naval Air Station are already booked 

up.   

 

Any questions, call Gary Spencer @530-477-5570 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Gra-Neva Gram 

Advertiser’s Page 



15  

Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 

Early Ford Store of  

California 

108 Bonita Avenue 

San Dimas CA  91773 

909-305-1955    Bill McGrath 


