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Gra-Neva Gram 

HANG OVER TOUR  

JANUARY 1st 

Good time had by all!  Front table: Back, Bob Bickelmann and Sandy Schilling, Vern Harms.  Front Gary 

Spencer (host) and our new President, Kay Harms. Cheers! 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 

a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2018 

President’s Message for January 2018 

Sunshine Report 

Please let Janet Spencer know how everyone is doing 477-5570.  Please send 

your prayers to Jan Westmore.  She could use them right now. 

Greetings Fellow Club Members— 

 

Bravo to the 14 stalwart members who attended the January 25th 

meeting. 

 

A call from Sharon Pierce on Wednesday, January 24th, told me the 
weather indicated 100% snow for late afternoon on Thursday. A de-
cision needed to be made----should we cancel the meeting or not? 
After several calls back and forth on Thursday morning, we decided 
to “go for it” and have our regular monthly meeting. 

 

As Vern and I drove to the Elks’ Club in Nevada City, it snowed, it 
rained, then more snow and more rain. Dottie Van Luchem, our 
Elk’s lady, was waiting for us with coffee ready and a warm 

room.  During the meeting Vern gave us a preview of tour destina-
tions for the coming months. These included: 

 

-----“All Aboard” the Reno Snow Train on February 8-9 for about 10 
club members and several other couples outside our club who will 
join us. Buzz and Jan Elliott are our tour leaders. 

-----Bob & Bobbie Whiting are finalizing the plans for a Wine Tasting 
and Bistro tour to Naggiar Winery. More information next month. 

-----The MAFCA National Convention hosted by NCRG will be June 
23-28, 2018 at the Nugget Casino in Sparks, NV. Check with Gary 
Spencer or Vern for more information. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Do you know Henry Ford established a prefabricated town 
(Fordlandia) and a 2.5 million acre rubber plantation in the Amazon 
rainforest in 1928. It was to be the source of cultivated rubber 

for automobiles manufactured by the Ford Motor Company. To at-
tract workers. Ford offered double wages and many other benefits 
including a golf course and dance hall. Almost from the 

beginning, there were many problems and despite a huge invest-
ment, the project failed in 1934 and the town was abandoned. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

This tech tip comes from Steve Turnsk (January 2017 Gra-Neva 
Gram): Valentine’s Day approaches! 

 

Drive carefully and remember----Stay Out of Harms’ Way. 

 

Respectfully, Kay 

 

  



3  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

2018 Meetings: 
February 22nd @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City 

March 22nd @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City 

April 26th @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City 

 

UPCOMING Tours: 

 

2/8 & 9th  All Aboard Tour - Reno Snow Train.  Tour 
leaders are Jan and Buzz Elliott. 

 

TBD - Naggiar Wine Tasting and Bistro tour - leaders 
are the Whitings.  Date to follow. 

 

Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2018 
 

MAFCA Convention - June 23-28th at Nugget Casino 
in Sparks NV.  More info call Gary Spencer or Vern 
Harms. 

 
************************************************************** 

 Cars & Coffee - Saturdays at Kmart GV from  

      8-10AM 

 

 Wings & Wheels - Second Saturday of the month 
at the Auburn Airport. 

 

 Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.  
Graffiti Night, bring you’re A’s and get 20% off your 
dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Pierce,  
            your 
Editor 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Hello All,  
Well as our new President mentioned we 
had our first meeting of the year. Small 
but we lasted an hour. 
 
Please note the Alfaro’s will have refresh-
ments at our February meeting. 
 
Hope everyone made their reservations 
with Jan Elliott for the train tour.  It’s 
closed for reservations.  Have fun.  I’ll be 
returning from Texas on the 8th so we 
won’t be going, darn! 
 
With Vern Harms heading up the tours 
for 2018 we should have some great 
rides!!  Please share with him where you 
want to go and he’ll make it happen! 
 
Be sure to attend our February Meeting 
and welcome Kay Harms as your new 
President! 
 
Your Editor, 
Sharon Pierce 
 

PS Page 6 are the Board Minutes 

Gra-Neva Gram 

If you need any technical advice, 
please contact Ron Pierce or Steve 
Turnsk.   
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

 

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

Nothing reported.  Let 

Sharon Pierce know and I’ll 

post it! 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by 

the Elks Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/

free refills. 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

etc) will be brought in by individual 

members, alphabetically by last name 

each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Kay 

Harms or Steve Turnsk. 

 

************************* 

February - Tony Alfaro 

March - Bob Ambrose 

April - Ted Baerresen 

May - Bob Bickelmann 

2/3  Barbara White 

2/10 Larry Hubbard 

2/13 Ardy Tobin 

2/14 Weldon Travis 

2/16 Jan Elliott 

2/17 Jim Haire 

2/24 Steve Turnsk 

2/25 Christina Brodie 

2/26 Steve Straw 

3/14 Marty Clampitt 

3/24 Jim Musick 

3/30 Kay Harms 

 

February & March 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

February & March 

 BIRTHDAYS 

2/14  Jerry & Sharlene 

          Dorville 

 

 

 

3/22  Bob & Bobbie 

              Whiting 

3/26  Larry & Denia 

               Hubbard 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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General Meeting Minutes - January 25, 2018  

Model A Ford Club of America: GraNeva A’s Chapter 

 

Call to order: President Kay Harms called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm at the Nevada City 
Elk’s Lodge. 

Minutes: from the November Meeting where we voted on the Officers for 2018 and 
December Holiday Party where we installed the new Officers were both approved.   

Treasurer:  Treasurer Jan Elliott discussed highlights of the budget for 2018.  

Tours: 

Jan Elliott announced 23 folks signed up for train trip on February 8th?  Sign up closed. 

Vern discussed the successful Hangover Tour. 

Vern discussed MFCA National Convention in June at the Nugget in Sparks, Nevada.  We are 
responsible for registration and parking.  Costs:  about $80/night plus $80/family registration. 

Bob Whiting discussed Naggier Winery tour on a Friday in May from 2 to 5.  We will have the 
room to ourselves.  Maximum 30 people inside. 

Other tours discussed: 

 Museum of Forgotten Warriors. 

 Model train riding tour 

 We need to avoid April 28, date of the Hillclimb. 

Vern wants tour suggestions listed on the clipboard going around at the meetings. 

Technical: Ron Pierce has none. 

Old Business:  Recurring item—there should be an audit of the treasurer’s books. Sandi 
Schilling will audit with Jan Elliott.  Date to TBD. 

New Business:  Bridgett Holzapple wants relief from keeping up our Website, which she has 
been doing for 10 years.  Looking into someone else to take it over. 

50-50 Raffle:  $25 to Bob Whiting 

Attendance Drawing:  Dale White name was drawn and not present to collect. 

Attendees:  Bob & Bobbie Whiting, Sandi Schilling, Bob Bickelmann, Vern & Kay Harms, John 
Burnside, Bill Mitchell, Marty Clampitt, Sharon & Ron Pierce, Dennis Westcot, Buzz & Jan Elliott.           

Meeting adjourned:  at 7:44 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John Burnside, Secretary 
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Board Meeting Minutes  

January 23, 2018 

Model A Ford Club of America: Gra-Neva A’s Chapter 

Call to order: President Kay Harms called the meeting to order at 9:07 am at Penny’s Diner. 

Officers Present: 

President, Kay Harms 

Vice-President, Steve Turnsk 

Treasurer, Jan Elliott 

Secretary, John Burnside 

Tours, Vern Harms 

Editor, Sharon Pierce 

Membership, Kristi Turnsk 

 

Membership:  New membership procedures were discussed by Kristi. 

Advertising:  Sharon will be calling on our Adver tisers to encourage adver tising in 2018. 

Tours:  Vern wants to encourage members to suggest destinations for tours. 

Reduced Dues:  Jan requested Board approval for reduced dues.  It was “Approved one-

time reduction of 2018 dues from $35 to $10.”  Vern seconded.  Approved unanimously. 

Budget:  Jan led a detailed discussion of the 2017 and 2018 Budgets.  Jan moved to approve 

the 2018 Budget.  Steve seconded.  Approved unanimously. 

Next Meeting:  We decided to have quar ter ly Board meetings.  The next one will be on 

April 24, 2018, at 9:00 am at Penny’s Diner. 

Adjournment:   Jan moved to adjourn, Vern seconded.  Approved unanimously at 9:54 am. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Burnside, Secretary 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Hangover Tour 
January 1st 

 
With beautiful clear skies and temperatures in the 60s, we had 10 cars tour out 
McCourtney Road to Alta Sierra and the Spencer’s home.  
 
There we all enjoyed a nice visit and lots and lots of wonderful food!  It was 
such a pleasant way to spend New Years Day.  Other than the Spencers, there 
were the Harms, Elliotts, Whitings, Turnsks, Lawrences, Ryck and Linda John-
son, Bob Ambrose, Bob Bickelmann and Sandi Schilling.  
 
Happy New Years to all!  
 
Gary & Janet  

Listening to Steve Turnsk, 

Kristi and Bob Ambrose. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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MAFCA National Convention 

Aces’ & A’s 

June 23-30, 2018 

 
Next year the national convention is sponsored by the NCRG (Northern 

California Regional Group), of which we are one of the member 

clubs.  Each NCRG club is asked to participate in putting on this 

event.  The convention technically doesn’t start until June 24 but we’ll 

need to arrive on the 23rd to help with registration.  We may also be asked 

to help with parking.  Registration goes on until June 26, so we can come 

back anytime after that, or stay for the entire event.  We will tour up as a 

group and you can decide when you want to return. 

 
The event will be held at the Nugget Casino & Resort in Sparks.  You can 

reserve your room there at 800-843-2427.  Use code GMODEL to get the 

$79 room rate.   

 
You can register for the convention using the online form that Sharon sent 

out via email or by going to MAFCA.com website.  You must be a MAFCA 

member to register, or you can join on your registration form.  Registration 

can be done anytime but before May 1 for the reduced rate.  There are a 

lot of seminars, tours and events that you can sign up for on your registra-

tion form, some of which may fill up.  They have 300+ registrations al-

ready and the bus tours to Fallon Naval Air Station are already booked 

up.   

 

Any questions, call Gary Spencer @530-477-5570 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 

Early Ford Store of  

California 

108 Bonita Avenue 

San Dimas CA  91773 

909-305-1955    Bill McGrath 


