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Happy Easter to you  

and your family. 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 

a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2018 

President’s Message for March 2018 

Sunshine Report 

Please let Janet Spencer know how everyone is doing 477-5570.   

 

 

 

Please see  

Next Page  

for the  

President’s 

Message 
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Greetings Fellow Club Members— 

 

Although the saying “If March comes in like a lion, it will go out like a lamb” may be more of a 

rhyme than a true weather predictor, our current month of March is trying hard to live up to it’s 

reputation. The lion was asleep during the first part of the month and we enjoyed some beautiful 

spring days. But we all know rain is needed. Fortunately the lion woke up and began to roar. 

We’ve had rain, snow, hail, rain, thunder, tornado warnings and more rain. Now, as I watch the 

weather report, it appears by Friday, March 30th, the lamb (and the Easter bunny) will appear. 

High temperatures for Friday are predicted to be near 75 degrees. March can certainly be a 

changeable month for weather. 

 

We know clear, sunny spring weather is just around the corner and it is going to be a great time 

for Model A tours. Our technical person, Ron Pierce, has put together a sheet of suggestions on 

what to check on your Model A to be ready for the touring season. The list is included in this 

Newsletter (Page 7). If you have a question about your Model A, call Ron—559-2083. He’s the “answer man” 
and will be happy to help you. 

 

Okay, you’ve checked your car and your Model A is now ready to roll and our tour season is 

starting. There are several tours scheduled in the next few weeks. Check the tour schedule and 

join us. A couple of new destinations are included and of course, each time there will be a good 

spot for us to enjoy lunch. 

 

Bridgette Holzapple has been our club’s Webmaster for more than 10 years. She no longer wishes 

to continue in that position. Therefore, we need a volunteer to accept that responsibility and 

replace her. Please contact me by email (harmsfarm64@gmail.com) or phone (272-4683) if you 

are interested in this service position. 

 

Our club has a great opportunity to attend a MAFCA National Convention this year since it is 

being held close by in Sparks/Reno, NV starting on June 23rd. This is a week-long event with 

Model A’ers from all over the US (and even some foreign countries) meeting to enjoy our special 

love of Model A’s. Several couples and individuals in our club are planning to attend. Please 

check your calendar and consider spending time at the convention with our club. Contact Gary 

Spencer (477-5570) for more information. 

 

April 1st is fast approaching and two of our members, Vicki Straw and Buzz Elliott, have 

birthdays on that day. I am sure they have heard their share of April Fools jokes etc., so I am just 

going to leave you with a quote I read the other day. “April 1 is the day upon which we are 

reminded of what we are on the other 364.” Mark Twain, author. 

 

Drive carefully and remember-----Stay out of Harms’ Way. 

 

Respectfully, Your President 

Kay Harms 

President’s Message for March 2018 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

2018 Meetings: 
April 26th @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City 

May 24th @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City 

June 28th @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City 

 

UPCOMING Tours: 

March 31st - Museum of Forgotten Heros - lead by Bob 
Ambrose.  Meet at Kmart at 9AM.  Lunch will follow at 
Scallywags (Mooney Flat Rd). 

April 14th - Vern Marriott Tour, Auburn.  Leader Vern 
Harms.  More details to follow. 

April 23rd - Iris Farm Tour, Loomis - Tour Leader Dennis 
Westcot - More to follow. 

May 18 - Naggiar Wine Tasting and Bistro tour -  

leaders are the Whitings. Meet @ Kmart at 1PM. See 
Page 11 for details. 

June 3rd - Sunday 1-5PM The Barn Party @Christy 
Barden’s. 

September 7, 8, and 9th - Roamin Angels Car Show 

go to www.roaminangels.com for more info.  Also a Vin-
tage Trailer Show as well.  The club has been invited.   

Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2018 
April 21st - Sacramento Classic Car&Parts Swap Meet at 
Cal Expo 7am-2pm. 

May 5th - Saturday, Grass Valley Downtown Car Show.  
Mill & Main 10am to 3pm. 

May 6th - Saturday, Turlock Spring Swap Meet -  

Stanislaus Co. Fairgrounds 6am to 2pm. 

June 3rd - Auburn - Mother Lode Swap Meet - Gold 
Country Fairgrounds. 

June 23-28th MAFCA Convention at Nugget Casino in 
Sparks NV.  More info call Gary Spencer or Vern Harms. 
************************************************************* 

 Cars & Coffee - Saturdays at Kmart GV from  

      8-10AM 

 Wings & Wheels - Second Saturday of the month at 
the Auburn Airport. 

 Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.  
Graffiti Night, bring you’re A’s and get 20% off your 
dinner. 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Pierce,  
            your 
Editor 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Hello All,  
 
Because of all the crazy weather this month, 
there were no tours.  We did have our 
monthly meeting though. Thanks for so 
many showing up!  Great turnout!! 
 
Check out upcoming tours, lots going on in 
the next few months.  The 31st of this 
month (March) is the Museum of Forgotten 
Hero's. Contact Bob Ambrose if you plan on 
attending! 
 
I’m excited about all the tours coming up.  
Have you decided on leading the Mystery 
Tour this year???  Should start planning 
now.  Pick someone to do it with, it’s lots of 
fun, and you are in control of where and 
when it will be. 
 
Take care and see you on a 
Tour! 
 
Sincerely,  
Your Editor, 
Sharon Pierce 

Gra-Neva Gram 

If you need any Technical advice, please 
contact Ron Pierce at 530-470-8930. 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

 

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

Bill Mitchell wants ’30 or ’31 
bumpers; clear California plates. 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by the Elks 

Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/free re-

fills. 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

etc) will be brought in by individual 

members, alphabetically by last name 

each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Kay 

Harms or Steve Turnsk. 

 

************************* 

April - Bob Ambrose 

May - Ted Baerresen 

June - Paul Bevelhymer 

4/1  Vicki Straw 

4/1  Buzz Elliott 

4/19 Phil Lawrence 

4/27 Dale White 

 

 

 

5/6 Ron Pierce 

5/8 Myra Clampitt 

5/24 John Burnside 

5/28 Denia Hubbard 

5/30 Sharon Pierce 

5/30 Vern Harms 

5/31 Dennis Westcott 

April & May 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

April & May 

 BIRTHDAYS 

4/13  Marty & Myra 

          Clampitt 

4/28  Ron & Sharon 

           Pierce 

 

5/8 Ted & Louise 

       Baerresen 

5/21 Gary & Janet 

       Spencer 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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General Meeting Minutes - March 22nd , 2018  

Call to order:  President Kay Harms called the meeting to order at 7:09 pm at the Nevada City Elk’s Lodge. 

Minutes: from the January Meeting were approved. 

Treasurer:  Treasurer Jan Elliott discussed highlights of the budget for 2018.  Also, 

 Printed GraNeva Grams will cost $25/year for printing, etc. 
 Treasurer’s books were audited by Sandy Schilling with Jan Elliott and Kay Harms.  This report was 

approved unanimously. 
Editor: Sharon Pierce distributed an email from Weldon Travis who is running for Sheriff of Nevada County.                           

Tours:  Vern Harms the Tour Director reported: 

 Saturday, March 31, tour to Forgotten Warriors Museum and Scallywags Tavern - Bob Ambrose leading 

 Saturday, April 14, Vern Marriot in Auburn Tour lead by Vern Harms 

 Monday, April 23, Tours to Iris Farms & High Hand Nursery Farm in Loomis -  Dennis Westcot leading  

 Friday, May 18, 2 to 5pm, Naggier Winery.  Needs 20 (min.) to 30 people.  We will have a room to ourselves.  
Meet at Kmart at 1pm. Bob Whiting leading tour.  Questions, Call Bob 

 MFCA National Conference at the Nugget in Sparks, Nevada starts June 23. We are responsible for registration 
and parking.  Costs:  about $80/night plus $80/family registration.  Questions: Gary Spencer 

 September 7, 8, 9 Roaming Angels Car Show, $35. Friday night BBQ.  We are  invited to bring our Model A’s.  Call 
for Mike Hoosier (?) or check out their website www.roaminangels.com for more info. 

 May 4, 5, 6 Feather River A’s “Opener” in Quincy, $89/person. 

 April 29 Swap Meet at American River College.  [Didn’t we get a notice via e-mail that this was canceled?]  

President:  Kay Harms announced former member Dave Hughes has died. 

Bill Mitchell:  ACCC, accdefender.org - 16pages of reading.  He’ll have more info in the April Meeting. 

Sheriff:  Steve Straw collected 50 cents each from six “badge-less” members for a total of $3.00. 

Technical:  Ron Pierce was unavailable.  Sharon reported on a question Dennis Wescot had a question re battery 
tenders 

Old Business:  Bridgette Holzapple still wants relief from keeping up the Website, which she has been doing for 10 
years.  Kay Harms will be checking with her. 

New Business:  None 

Thoughts or Wants:  Bill Mitchell wants ’30 or ’31 bumpers; clear California plates. 

50-50 Raffle:  $30 to Bobbie Whiting. 

Refreshments:  Bob Ambrose responsible for April.  Thank you Tony Alfaro for bringing goodies to this meeting!  

Attendees:  Tony Alfaro, Bob Ambrose, Ted & Louise Baerresen, John Burnside, Marty & Myra Clampitt, Phil Drees, 
Buzz & Jan Elliott, Steve Halverson, Vern & Kay Harms, Bill Mitchell, Sharon Pierce, Gary & Janet Spencer, Kelly 
Stevenson, Steve & Vicky Straw, Steve & Kristi Turnsk, Dennis Westcott, Bob & Bobbie Whiting. 

Meeting adjourned:  at  8:00pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John Burnside, Secretary 
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The Naggiar Vineyards Wine Tasting Tour  

 

The Naggiar Vineyards Wine Tasting Tour is scheduled for Friday, May 18th, de-

parting from Kmart at 1:00pm.   

When presented at our last meeting in March, twenty (20) members signed-up 

to attend. The full capacity for this event is thirty (30) guests. Therefore, just ten 

(10) places remain for this wonderful opportunity to drive through Nevada 

County’s scenic back roads to one of our area’s finest award-winning wineries.  

We have reserved their elegant private dining room, or optionally, we may use 

the spacious sun-protected patio, weather permitting. Wine is also available for 

purchase by the glass or bottle.  

You may wish to inquire about Naggiar’s Wine Club that offers discounted wine 

purchase.   

During our wine tasting, appetizer plates may be ordered to accompany the ex-

perience.  Contact Bob or Bobbie Whiting at 470-9191 or rrwhiting@att.net  to 

join in on this enjoyable day, but don’t wait too long for the remaining 10 reser-

vations!   

A sign-up sheet will be circulated at the April 26th meeting, if space is still availa-

ble.     

Bob Whiting                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Gra-Neva Gram 

mailto:rrwhiting@att.net
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MAFCA National Convention 

Aces’ & A’s 

June 23-30, 2018 

 
This year the national convention is sponsored by the NCRG (Northern 

California Regional Group), of which we are one of the member 

clubs.  Each NCRG club is asked to participate in putting on this 

event.  The convention technically doesn’t start until June 24 but we’ll 

need to arrive on the 23rd to help with registration.  We may also be asked 

to help with parking.  Registration goes on until June 26, so we can come 

back anytime after that, or stay for the entire event.  We will tour up as a 

group and you can decide when you want to return. 

 
The event will be held at the Nugget Casino & Resort in Sparks.  You can 

reserve your room there at 800-843-2427.  Use code GMODEL to get the 

$79 room rate, except on Saturday.   

 
You can register for the convention using the online form that Sharon sent 

out via email or by going to MAFCA.com website.  You must be a MAFCA 

member to register, or you can join on your registration form.  Registration 

can be done anytime but before May 1 for the reduced rate.  There are a 

lot of seminars, tours and events that you can sign up for on your registra-

tion form, some of which may fill up.  They have 300+ registrations al-

ready and the bus tours to Fallon Naval Air Station are already booked 

up.   

 

Any questions, call Gary Spencer @530-477-5570 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Here are a few things that will help things run smooth. 

 
 Check all fluids; water, transmission, rear end, engine oil 

 

 Check for leaks. 

 

 Jack-up your car, check ALL four (4) wheels; front wheel 

bearings and rear wheels for loose axle keys. 

 

 Check air pressure in all four (4) wheels (35#’s and 

40#’s in the rear if you have a sedan. 

 

 Check brakes for proper working order and adjustment. 

 

 Check brake and head lights for proper working order. 

 

 Check condition of your fan belt and hoses. 

 

 Check battery for water level. 

 

 Check lug nut torque 

 

By Ron Pierce 
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On the next four pages (9,10,11,12 and 13) Ron Pierce your 

“Tech Guy” had me copy pages out of a book called “Model 

A Ford Service Bulletins - Complete”.  Copy write 1972. 

 

Page 10 tells “how to take care of your horn”. 

 
Page 11, 12, and 13 tell “how to take care of Winter Electri-

cal Problems”. 

 

More to come!  Stay tuned. 

 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 

Early Ford Store of  

California 

108 Bonita Avenue 

San Dimas CA  91773 

909-305-1955    Bill McGrath 


