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Vice-President’s Message for March 2018

This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-
ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of
America (MAFCA.) Feel free to use information here,
with credit.

Club members may place a business card size
advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the
Treasurer.

OFFICERS 2018

President Kay Harms 272-4683
Vice-President Steve Turnsk 274-7079
Treasurer Jan Elliott 273-5829
Editor Sharon Pierce  470-8930
Secretary John Burnside  432-6526
Membership Kristi Owens 274-7079
Tour Director Vern Harms 272-4683

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2018

ACCC Bill Mitchell 273-1620
Asst Editor Karen Mitchell 273-1620
B’days&Anniv. Janet Spencer 477-5570
Historian Bill Mitchell 273-1620
Publicity Denia Hubbard 432-3629
Sheriff Steve Straw 432-9132
Sunshine Janet Spencer 477-5570
Technical Ron Pierce 470-8930
Webmaster Bridgette Holzapple 268-3800

GRA-NEVA GRAM

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of
each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on
Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;
write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA
90631

Also join us for an informal get-together at the
Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00
a.m.

Items for the newsletter can be
emailed to:
*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com

Check our Website at:
Granevaas.com
for past newsletters

MV

Sunshine Report

Dear fellow members,

Points and counter points.

Points: last week | tried starting my little 8N tractor with the loader on
front. The engine is similar to a Model A engine. It would not start; no
spark. | have had it for two + years and it has always taken around 5
revolutions to start this tractor, even when warm. The six other 8N
tractors that | have start up on %z revolution, just like a Model A en-
gine. It is a great little tractor, and | have used it HARD, on the border
line of abuse. | could not ask more from it, except the starting thing. It
failed to start on the day that | bought it too, but Vern somehow got it
running the next day when | trailered it home. | replaced the coil and
condenser at that time, and installed a bypass switch around the bal-
last resistor, but it still took 5 revs to start. Then last week; no starting.
| took the distributor off two times to see what was wrong, thought |
fixed it but NO GO. It is mounted to the front of the engine, and with
the loader rails in the way, it has to be taken off by finger feel and no
eyesight. | took it off a third time and rigged it to a battery / spare cyl-
inder head/ spark plugs jig. With a meter | found that the points that
are riveted to the point block tip had a loose rivet and so an intermit-
tent connection. Because of the high quality and great condition of
the points, | first squished the rivet which tightened the point to the
tip. But, after further thinking, | found a new set of points in my boxes
of parts and installed them. It sparked on the jig, then | mounted it on
the tractor; ¥2 a revolution and it started! During the last two+ years it

has been an irritation to start that tractor; now it is heavenly.

Counterpoints: Several months ago Ron Pierce replaced the counters
in Sharon’s Kitchen, as well as the floor, the tops, the window, the
cabinets, the plumbing, the sink, the dishwasher, the stove, the light-
ing, etc. etc. etc. Each item had a unique and deeper problem than
just a simple removal/installation. Then, the combination of the sepa-
rate items uncovered more unique problems. What did Ron do? He
kept at it! It took months. He finally overcame all of the insurmounta-

ble problems and the result is a wonderful kitchen for Sharon.

Points: do not put up with mediocre starting; there is a source. Once
found, the good feeling continues.

Counterpoints: Do a great job on the kitchen COUNTER (and the rest)
and you will make POINTS with your sweetheart! And, the good feeling
continues.
Respectfully, Steve Turnsk,
Vice President

Please see the minutes re the Sunshine Report for details.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.
Italic print dates show events of general interest

2018 Meetings:

May 24th @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City

June 28th @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City

July 26th @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City
UPCOMING Tours:

May 18 - Naggiar Wine Tasting and Bistro tour -

leaders are the Whitings. Meet @ Kmart at 1PM. See
Page 11 for details.

June 1st, Friday - Bill Mitchell leading Seven Hills School
“‘show the kids Model A’s” day. Meet at Kmart at
11:15am

June 3rd - Sunday 1-5PM The Barn Party @Christy
Barden’s. Ask Vern Harms about it.

June 11th, Monday - Vern Marriott's Museum - Vern
Harms is leading.

September 7, 8, and 9th - Roamin Angels Car Show
go to www.roaminangels.com for more info. Also a Vin-
tage Trailer Show as well. The club has been invited.
June 23-28th MAFCA Convention at Nugget Casino
in Sparks NV. More info call Vern Harms.

Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2018

May 5th - Saturday, Grass Valley Downtown Car Show.
Mill & Main 10am to 3pm.

May 6th - Saturday, Turlock Spring Swap Meet -
Stanislaus Co. Fairgrounds 6am to 2pm.

June 3rd - Auburn - Mother Lode Swap Meet - Gold
Country Fairgrounds.

September 4-9th Roamin Angels Car Show at the Grass
Valley Fairgrounds.
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+ Every Wednesday meet at Penny’s Diner at 7AM for
breakfast with GraNeva A’s people.

¢ Cars & Coffee - Saturdays at Kmart GV from
8-10AM

¢+ Wings & Wheels - Second Saturday of the month at
the Auburn Airport.

¢+ Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.
Graffiti Night, bring you’re A’s and get 20% off your
dinner.

If you need any Technical advice, please
contact Ron Pierce at 530-470-8930.

EDITOR'S NOTES:

Hello all you travelers!

Sure hope to see you at one of these tours. I
had knee surgery earlier this month, so I

was pretty much “home bound”.

I’'m feeling much better now. I tried to get
in all pictures from Museum tour and the
Iris Farm tour into the newsletter. Lots to
look at. Any questions, ask the leaders. Bob
Ambrose for the Museum Tour and Dennis

Westcot for the Iris Farm tour.

The Vintage Trailer tour has been cancelled

til October. They called me on Saturday to
postpone. We plan on doing the tour, just

not this month .
Take care and happy touring!
Sincerely,

Your Editor,

Sharon Pierce
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HAVES AND WANTS

Please check the Minutes from
this month under Gots & Wants
for details.

May & June
BIRTHDAYS

5/6 Ron Pierce

5/8 Myra Clampitt
5/24 John Burnside
5/28 Denia Hubbard
5/30 Sharon Pierce
5/30 Vern Harms
5/31 Dennis Westcott

6/7 Sharlene Dorville
6/10 Tony Alfaro

6/10 Kelly Stevenson
6/16 Ted Baerresen
6/23 Bob Whiting
6/27 Linda Johnson
6/28 Barry Sudderth

REFRESHMENTS

Coffee will be supplied by the Elks
Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/free re-
fills.

*x* Meeting refreshments (ie cookies,
etc) will be brought in by individual
members, alphabetically by last name
each month.

Any questions or can’ t make it to
the meeting, please contact Kay

Harms or Steve Turnsk.

khkkkkkkkkhkkhkhkhkhkkkkkkkkkkxk

May - Ted Baerresen
June - Paul Bevelhymer
July — Bob Bickelmann

May & June
ANNIVERSARIES

5/8 Ted & Louise

6/13 Vern & Kay Harms
6/17 Berry & Meredith

Baerresen Sudderth
5/21 Gary & Janet 6/19 Jim & Jan Haire
Spencer 6/28 Gerry & Bridgette
6/10 Dale & Barbara Holzapple
White
THANKS TO JANET SPENCER

FOR BIR THDAY &
ANNIVERSARY INFORMATION
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General Meeting Minutes - April 26th ., 2018

President, Kay Harms, called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. There were no guests present.

REPORTS:
VICE PRESIDENT - No report.

SECRETARY - There was one correction to the March meeting minutes: The meeting was held at the Nevada City Elks Club, not the
Grass Valley Elks, as written.

TREASURER - Jan Elliott gave her report, which was approved as read.
EDITOR - No report.

TOURS - Vern Harms - The tours in March, Wounded Warriors Museum , led by Bob Ambrose and the April Horton Iris farm, led by
Dennis Wescot, were well planned and well attended.

APRIL 28, SATURDAY: Hill climb

MAY 14, MONDAY : PIERCE'S will lead tour to Snyder's Vintage Trailers. Time and place TBD. - Cancelled until October 2018

MAY 18: WHITING'S - Naggiar Winery. Meet Kmart at 1:00 pm.

JUNE 1, FRIDAY - BILL MITCHELL - Seven Hills School annual “show the kids Model A's” day. Meet Kmart at 11:15am

JUNE 11, MONDAY - HARMS' will lead trip to Vern Marriott's “museum” of stuff. Mrs. Marriott will have lots of interesting things for the
ladies to see, too.

JUNE 24 & 25, SUNDAY & MONDAY - HARMS' will lead those members who signed up to work the registration portion for the MAFCA
convention in Sparks, Nev. Time & place TBD.

SUNSHINE:

Jerry Dorville announced that Sharlene is now a resident of Eskaton Village.

Pat Tobin is being treated for liver cancer and is at home.

Barbara White is doing well after gallbladder surgery.

Our editor, Sharon Pierce, is recovering from knee surgery. Our thoughts are with all of you!

ACCC: Bill Mitchell reported that there is a lot of information on their website. Go to: ACCCdefender.org. Contact your Legislators
regarding your position on the gas tax situation.

OLD BUSINESS:
Our Club is still searching for a new WEB MASTER. If you are interested, please contact Kay Harms. This website is important for getting
our Club information “out there” for any and all who might be interested in Model “A's”.

NEW BUSINESS:

Gary Spencer has printed yet another Roster list. Bob Ambrose has a new cell phone number.

Our club will donate a raffle basket for the MAFCA meet. Kay Harms will put together another great basket from our Club. Bill Mitchell
made a motion that the club allow up to $100 for the basket. Motion was seconded by Dennis Wescot. Motion passed.

GOTS & WANTS:

Barry Sudderth has a 1930 Sport Coupe for sale. Very nice, runs well. 6-Volt alternator, Borg Warner over-drive. $20,000. Cell: (408)
966-9420.

Barry also as a 14' car trailer, tandem axle with brakes. Custom built, all metal, 1,000 lbs. $2,000.

1929 Special Coupe for sale (once belonged to former Gra-Neva member, Bill Motley). For information, call Arnold Solis at (530) 575-
7826.

1929 Model A-Blind back, 60c Briggs Body, four door for sale. Serious inquiries only, please. Call Larry Park, (559) 679-8051.

Attendance raffle, $10, won by Bob Whiting,
50/50 drawing , $27.50 also won by Bob Whiting........ REALLY ?
Bill Mitchell made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Steve Turnsk. Adjourned at 8:00.

Respectfully submitted by

Louise Baerresen, Secretary, pro tem

ATTENDEES:

Gary Spencer, Ted & Louise Baerresen, Bill Mitchell, Dennis Wescott, Jerry Dorville, Steve Halverson, Bob Ambrose, Kelly Stevenson,
Buzz & Janet Elliott, Bob & Bobbie Whiting, Kristi & Steve Turnsk, Kay & Vern Harms.
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Museum of the Forgotten Hero’s Tour - Marysville California
March 31, 2018
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Never has anyone seen so
many artifacts from WWI and

Il as well as the Vietnam War.

Hand-drawn pictures.
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Hitler memorabilia.

Uniform a little bit hard to see because of the
glare on the glass.
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This is a poem written on June 6, 1969 Quang Tri - Providence, Vietham found in a
dead Marine’s pocket.
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Our tour leader, Bob Ambrose’s
49 Ford

The line-up, not sure how many little A’'s were there that day?
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If you look real close, you can see
Vern’s name!

Gra-Neva Gram

And it goes on and
on....




Left Side:

Bob Bickelmann &
Sandi Schilling
Bobbie & Bob Whiting
John Burnside
Dennis Westcot

Right side:

Sharon & Ron Pierce
Ted Baerresen

Jerry Dorville
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Left side:
Myra and Marty Clampitt
Steve and Vicky Straw

Right side:

Bob Ambrose

Buzz & Jan Elliott

Vern and Kay (can’t see her)
Harms

Following the tour, met for
lunch at Scallywagg's
Restaurant on Highway 20.




Iris Farm Tour — Monday April 23, 2018
Submitted by Dennis Westcot

Fourteen Gra-Neva A members and friends started out from K-Mart led ably by Gary Spencer
with guidance from Dennis Westcot. We had five Model A’'s and two not so moderns (one
1936 Ford and a retro-van). It was a beautiful sunny day as we toured down through the
small farms of Placer County along the Auburn-Folsom Road. Everything was green and

blooming along the way.

Our first stop was at the Horton Iris Farm in Loomis, one of two remain-
ing iris farms in Northern California. You enter the farm along a 1/4-
mile long driveway lined with azaleas and other flowers, then past a
100-year old restored farmhouse and into the iris gardens where we
parked under the oak trees. Mary Ann Horton, a retired Math teacher
from Sierra College, took the time to explain to us how iris are grown
commercially and that her garden-farm was a hobby that quickly got
out of hand. In 1990, Mary Ann started gathering many unnamed his-
toric iris rhizomes in the surrounding countryside but could not resist
the newer varieties and she now grows over 1300 different iris on the
farm for sale. We strolled through 5 acres of iris of all different colors
and descriptions. An intense discussion also ensued on how to get Mary Ann Horton’s ‘30

Coupe back in running condition.

We almost had to send a rescue party for Kay Harms and Louise Baerresen but managed
gather up and travel 3 miles down the road to our second stop at the High Hand Nursery in
Loomis. This is not your typical nursery as it is covered not just with plants of every descrip-
tion but with garden art and various art and antique shops. This nursery is often used for

weddings and other parties.

The High Hand Nursery has a farm-to-fork café that is raved about nationally but unfortunate-
ly it is closed on Mondays, the day we were there. We had to settle for our old favorite, Awful
Annie’s in Auburn. After quick trek 12 miles back to Auburn, we all found our way to Awful
Annie’s. As usual, the food was excellent and everyone enjoyed a warm sunny ride back
home.

Travelers included Turnsk (Steve & Kristi), Whiting (Bob & Bobbie), Harms (Kay & Vern), Bev-
elhymer (Paul & Shirley), Spencer (Gary), Westcot (Dennis), Baerresen (Ted & Louise) and

Drees (Phil) and his friend Kent Riffey. Bob Ambrose had to cancel at the last moment.

While at the iris farm, Bob Whiting found one iris appropriately named
‘Rumble Seat’. It is a beautiful iris with white lower petals and the traditional
purple that people identify with iris, mixed with the white on the upper petals.
Dennis Westcot will try one in his iris garden next year and let everyone know
how it turns out.

Gra-Neva Gram
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Vern and Kay Harms

Bob and Bobbie
Whiting
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Steve Turnsk,
Ted Baerresen and
Dennis Westcot
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Steve and Kristi

Turnsk,
Bob and Bobbie
Whiting, Vern and

Kay Harms,

Right side:
Kent Riffey, Phil
Drees,
Dennis Westcot
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Kristi and Steve Turnsk

Bob Whiting, Phil Drees,
Dennis Westcot and
Louise and Ted

Baerresen




The Naggiar Vineyards Wine Tasting Tour
May 18th

The Naggiar Vineyards Wine Tasting Tour is scheduled for Friday, May 18th, de-
parting from Kmart at 1:00pm.

When presented at our last meeting in March, twenty (20) members signed-up
to attend. The full capacity for this event is thirty (30) guests. Therefore, just ten
(10) places remain for this wonderful opportunity to drive through Nevada
County’s scenic back roads to one of our area’s finest award-winning wineries.

We have reserved their elegant private dining room, or optionally, we may use
the spacious sun-protected patio, weather permitting. Wine is also available for
purchase by the glass or bottle.

You may wish to inquire about Naggiar's Wine Club that offers discounted wine
purchase.

During our wine tasting, appetizer plates may be ordered to accompany the ex-
perience. Contact Bob or Bobbie Whiting at 470-9191 or rrwhiting@att.net to
join in on this enjoyable day, but don’t wait too long for the remaining 10 reser-
vations!

A sign-up sheet will be circulated at the April 26t meeting, if space is still availa-
ble.

Bob Whiting
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MAFCA National Convention
Aces’ & A's
June 23-30, 2018

This year the national convention is sponsored by the NCRG (Northern
California Regional Group), of which we are one of the member

clubs. Each NCRG club is asked to participate in putting on this

event. The convention technically doesn’t start until June 24 but we’ll
need to arrive on the 23 to help with registration. We may also be asked
to help with parking. Registration goes on until June 26, so we can come
back anytime after that, or stay for the entire event. We will tour up as a

group and you can decide when you want to return.

The event will be held at the Nugget Casino & Resort in Sparks. You can
reserve your room there at 800-843-2427. Use code GMODEL to get the

$79 room rate, except on Saturday.

You can register for the convention using the online form that Sharon sent
out via email or by going to MAFCA.com website. You must be a MAFCA
member to register, or you can join on your registration form. Registration
can be done anytime but before May 1 for the reduced rate. There are a
lot of seminars, tours and events that you can sign up for on your registra-
tion form, some of which may fill up. They have 300+ registrations al-
ready and the bus tours to Fallon Naval Air Station are already booked

up.

Any questions, call Gary Spencer @530-477-5570
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ADVERTISER’S PAGE

MITCHELL
M~| MANUFACTURING
Sue ¢ Steve * Cyndi
Mitchell

Mitchell MFE.

530-458-4500 800-859-2088
MODEL A FORD www.mitchelloverdrivemfg.com

SYNCHRONIZED-TRANSMISSION  FORD OVERDRIVES/UNDERDRIVES
YINTAGE CAR OYERDRIVES 1928-1948

PO. Box 925 1157 Parker 5t Colusa, CA 95932
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ADVERTISER’S PAGE

Early Ford Store of
California
108 Bonita Avenue
San Dimas CA 91773
909-305-1955 Bill McGrath
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