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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 

a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2018 

Vice-President’s Message for JUNE 2018 

Sunshine Report 

Please see the minutes re the Sunshine Report for details.  

Dear Fellow Members, 

           
Kristi wants me to get a tattoo. How many people in the club have tattoos?  

I think more women members have them than the men.  A "stick" anchor on 

my forearm like Popeye? (I was a sailor).  Maybe a propeller? (I was an engi-

neer). Maybe a crankshaft? (I am a Model A enthusiast). Maybe a goat? (I 

am a goat herder). I cannot forget the tractors and chickens. I was welding 

a bracket two days ago and now I have a red welding sunburn on my belly: I 

had a big hole in my T shirt. (Can a 3" round sunburn be regarded as a tat-

too?).  Where is this letter going? I haven't the faintest idea where this letter 

is going. 

 
           I visited Phil Drees yesterday to assist him with his carburetor prob-

lem. It wasn't the carburetor as I swapped it with one of my proven carbure-

tors: it was the distributor. Apparently had it had the problem before he put 

on his Model B carburetor.  I might as well morph this into a tech tip letter. 

The distributor is a 1928 with the one piece long shaft. The set screw in the 

head was holding the distributor body TIGHTLY to the head. The long shaft 

has very little "give" to it and will put an ungainly thrust upon the side of the 

distributor housing and stress upon the shaft. In this condition, distributor 

bushings wear fast, resulting in a sloppy point cam and wearing the slot in 

the bottom of the shaft and probably the drive gear tang. Also with the slop-

py bushings and torqued down housing mount set screw, the points were 

registering a different gap with each cylinder. A quick check of taking the 

brass spark plug strip off and watching the spark jump while the engine 

was running showed that #1 cylinder had a very weak spark, where the oth-

er cylinders were stronger.  Moral of story: 1) use the two piece shaft distrib-

utors, 2) tighten the set screw just enough so that the distributor housing 

can just "float" in the head. 3) if having carburetor problems, first check the 

ignition system. 4) if having ignition problems first check the ignition sys-

tem. 5) It took me YEARS to figure this moral out; I too in the past have 

fought tooth and nail with good working carburetors! I had fun with Phil and 

his neighbor Bob.   

 
 I was at another fellow’s home the other day looking at his nice 

1930 coupe, he is not a member. The car would not start sometimes. It 

turned out to be the ignition switch. It fails to make contact every 5th on/off 

cycle.  Marty knows this drill too. I have had numerous Model A switches fail 

on me over the years. Moral #2 for today: carry a spare toggle switch on 

tour.  

 

            I cannot wait for the 4th of July parade. K-mart at 0830, leave at 

8:45 AM. It may be hot. It may be fun. It will be adventurous! 

 Steve Turnsk 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

2018 Gra-Neva A’s Meetings: 
July 26th @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City 

August 23rd @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City 

September 27th @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City 

 

UPCOMING Tours: 
July 4th - Dutch Flat 4th of July Parade - Meet at Kmart 
at 8:45 am Sharp!  contact Steve and Kristi Turnsk for 
more information. 

July 16th - Monday Steak Burgers at the Willo.  Be at 
Kmart at 4:15pm.  Vern Harms leading. 

August 12th - North Star Mining Museum. Time, date 
TBD 

October 9, 10, & 11th - Mystery Tour, $200-300 a  

couple.  More info at the August meeting.  Be sure to 
sign up!!  Harms/Spencer’s organizing. 

 

Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2018 
July 11, 18 and 25th Summer Nites in Nevada City.  Mail 
in the flyer and come join us! (flyer in newsletter) 

September 7-9th Roamin’ Angels Car Show at the Grass 
Valley Fairgrounds.  Model A’s are invited!  Call Vern 
Harms for info. 

September 15th&16th - Colfax Railroad and Car Show.  
More details at July Meeting. 

October 6th - Hill Climb - more info to follow. (Steve 
Straw) 

 

************************************************************* 

 Every Wednesday meet at Penny’s Diner at 7AM for 
breakfast with GraNeva A’s people. 

 Cars & Coffee - every Saturday at Kmart GV from  

      8-10AM 

 Wings & Wheels - Second Saturday of the month at 
the Auburn Airport. 

 Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.  
Graffiti Night, bring you’re A’s and get 20% off your 
dinner. 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Pierce,  
            your 
Editor 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 
Hello all you travelers!   
 
This is a big newsletter with all the activities 
in June.  Hope you enjoy the pictures!! 
 
I want to congratulate Dennis Westcot  who 
volunteered to be our New Webmaster!  
Thank you so much for all your work 
Bridgette Holzapple. 
 
Also Jan and Norm Westmore are moving 
as of July 12th.  I’ll have Gary Spencer put 
into our Roster. 
 
And….. Don’t forget to send in your Sum-
mer Nights in Nevada City application!  It’s 
in this newsletter. 
Take care and happy touring! 
Sincerely,  
Your Editor, 
Sharon Pierce 
 

PS: If your name is on the  
list to bring “goodies” please bring to the 
monthly meeting. 

Gra-Neva Gram 

If you need any Technical advice, please 
contact Ron Pierce at 530-470-8930. 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

Barry Sudderth has a ‘30 Cabriolet 
for sale.  $20,000. (408-966-9420) 

 

Pat Tobin’s Model T Hill Climb car 
is for sale. 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by 

the Elks Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/

free refills. 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

pies, etc) will be brought in by in-

dividual members, alphabetically by 

last name each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Kay 

Harms or Steve Turnsk. 

 

************************* 

 

July - Paul Bevelhymer 

August - Bob Bickelmann 

September - John Burnside 

 

7/4 Meredith Sudderth 

7/7  Jan Westmore 

7/17 Bob Bickelman 

7/30 Bill Mitchell 

 

 

 

8/6  Sandy Schilling 

8/23  Aaron Johnson 

July & August 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

July & August 

 BIRTHDAYS 

7/6 Aaron & Jennifer 

           Johnson 

7/20 Tony & Danielle 

            Alfaro 

7/29 Paul & Shirley 

          Bevelhymer 

 

8/6  Kelly & Virginia 

           Stevenson 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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General Meeting Minutes - June 28 , 2018  

Meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President, Kay Harms. Kay  introduced Chris 

Birdwell as our newest prospective member and his partner, Megan Cardoza, (who was not 

present at this meeting).  They live in Dobbins and own a 1930 Tudor, which once belonged to 

Megan’s grandfather. They also have three children.  Welcome to the club! 

 

REPORTS: 

 

VICE President - Steve Turnsk – no report. 

 
SECRETARY - John Burnside – Not present at the time of report.  There were no corrections to 

the minutes for May. Motion to approve made by Buzz Elliott, seconded by Steve Straw. 

 
TRESASURER – Jan Elliott gave her report.  Report will be placed on file for future review and 

approval. 

 
EDITOR – Sharon Pierce asked our Treasurer where the money for advertising in the GRA–NEVA 

GRAM, goes.  ANSWER:  Into the General Fund. 

 

MEMBERSHIP- Kristi Turnsk is mailing a “new member” packet to Chris Birdwell. 

 
TOUR CHAIRMAN – Vern Harms. A “thank you” was given to the Baerresen’s, Elliott’s, Alfaro’s 

and Dennis Westcot for working the registration desk at the MAFCA convention.  See upcoming 

tours for information.  Vern also talked about the trip to the model railroad and the BBQ at the 

Harms’ home. A good time was had by all. 

 

Sheriff – Steve Straw collected two dollars from those not wearing name badges. 

 

Sunshine – Janet Spencer. Not Present. 

 
ACCC – Bill Mitchell will contact ACCC to have a representative give us a short talk about why 

we, as a club, should be a member of their group. 

 
TECHNICAL – Ron Pierce asked for anyone who has “tech” questions, to please email him with 

questions before the monthly meeting and the questions can also be discussed at an 

upcoming a general meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

We have a new Webmaster!  Dennis Westcot will be in charge of all that good information.  

Steve Straw talked about the Club’s tools. Does anyone know where the Club tool list is??? 
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(Continued from Previous Page) 

 

NEW BUISNESS:  

 
Good of the Order:  John Burnside asked some members to give their estimate of how much a 

certain Model “A” that was for sale at the Convention, might be worth.  The winner of the person 

with the closest answer would win $20.  As it turned out, there were two winners of $10 each:  

Chris Birdwell and Vern Harms.  Answer: $12,000.  So, John, are you going to buy this car? 

 

GOTS & WANTS: 

  

Barry Sudderth has a Model “A” overdrive for sale. Contact Vern Harms. 

 
ATTENDANCE AWARD – Dennis Westcot’s name was pulled.  Dennis was not present at the 

meeting so next month the winner will receive $30.   

 

RAFFLE - Was won by Steve Turnsk. 

 

REFRESHMENTS:   

 

Bevelhymer’s  are to bring goodies to the July meeting.   

Bickelmann is on for the August meeting. 

 

If you are unable to attend a meeting, please let Kay Harms or Steve Turnsk know. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Louise Baerresen, Secretary 

 

Attendees at meeting: 

 
Kelly Stevenson, Phil Lawrence, Phil Drees, Randy & Christina Brodie, Bob & Bobbie Whiting, 

Steve & Vicki Straw, Bill Mitchell, Jan & Buzz Elliott, Ted & Louise Baerresen, Sharon & Ron 

Pierce, Chris Birdwell, Marty Clampitt, Steve & Kristi Turnsk, Bob Bickelmann & Sandy Schilling, 

John Burnside and Vern & Kay Harms. 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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(Continued from Previous Page) 

 

 

COMMENTS ON PAST TOURS: 

Bill Mitchell talked about the tour to Deer Creek School, the annual kids “Show & Tell”. 

John Burnside gave a brief report of the Christy Bardon’s Barn tour. 

 

UPCOMING TOURS: 

 
JULY 4, WEDNESDAY – Dutch Flat Parade. Leader: Steve & Kristi Turnsk.  Meet @ Kmart  8:30 

a.m. Leave at 8:45 a.m. 

 
JULY 16, MONDAY – Steak Burgers at the WILLO.  Meet at Kmart at 4:15 p.m.  Vern Harms will 

lead. 

 

AUGUST 12, SUNDAY – North Star Mining Museum.  Time, date TBD 

 

SEPTEMBER 7, 8, 9 – Roamin’ Angels Car Show, Grass Valley. 

 

SEPTMEBER 15 and 16, SATURDAY & SUNDAY – Colfax car show. 

 

OCTOBER 6, SATURDAY -  Hill Climb 

 

OCTOBER 9, 10, 11 -  Mystery Tour, lead by the Spencers & Harms. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Show the kids”  

Model A’s Day TOUR 



9  Gra-Neva Gram 

Teacher taking pictures and 

talking to the kids. 
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JUNE 16TH  
TRAIN 

TOUR ON 
MUSTANG 

VALLEY 
PLACE . 

 

NEAR THE 
HARMS 
FARM. 

Gathering at 

Kmart park-

ing lot. 

 
Vern is giving 

directions to 

everyone. 

Left: Max, Ronnie and Ron Pierce.  Danny, and his dad Dan Jagger. 
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Okay,  

time to go! 

Picture shows all the club 

members patiently waiting 

to find out when it will be 

ready to go.  They had 

some problems. 

 
Notice the little one trying 

to be patient, his name is 

Danny, son of a friend of 

Ron Pierce. 

People who attended the tour: Bill & Karen Mitchell, AJ Johnson with Adler and friends, Ted 

& Louise Baerresen, Dennis Westcot, Phil Lawrence, Marty Clampitt. Bob Bickelmann & 

Sandy Schilling, Bob Ambrose, Megan & Chris Cardoza (future members) with daughters 

and Grandpa, Tony, Danielle Alfaro with Isaac and Sierra, Jerry Dorville, Sharon & Ron Pierce 

with Ronnie and Max.  Also friends of the Ron’s were Dan and Danny Jagger. 
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Compact collection at the 

home of the people who had 

the trains.  Sue Patton.  This is 

not all of the collection!! 
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This is the shop 

where the trains 

come alive. 

Danny checking out the begin-

ning stages for the train mak-

ing. 
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Then of course there’s 

the ladies! 
Sandi Schilling, Sharon 

Pierce, and Louise 

Baerresen. 

Left: Bob Bickelmann, Jerry Dorville, Bob Ambrose (his back), Dennis Westcot, Phil  

Lawrence (his back). 



15  

And then it was 

fixed!!! 
Made a few kids 

very happy! 

 
Max Pierce on back, 

then Danny and 

then riding in front 

Isaac Alfaro.   

We worried 

they weren’t 

going to get 

it started.   

 
It made the 

day!! 

 
One mile of 

train track. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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After the train tour, we all 

went to Kay and Vern 

Harms for a fabulous 

luncheon. 

 
At the table were on left 

Dennis Westcot, Bob 

Bickelmann and Sandi 

Schilling. 

Isaac Alfaro and Danny Jagger 

Danielle, baby Sierra, and Tony Alfaro.  Visiting 

with Vern. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Proud daddy Tony Alfaro 

with his sweet little 

daughter Sierra. 

Phil Lawrence, Bob 

Ambrose, and 

Marty Clampitt 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Jerry Dorville, Louise and 

Ted Baerresen, Karen 

and Bill Mitchell and Ron 

Pierce eating lunch. 

Kay Harms, Louise 

and Ted Baerresen 

giving Ted his 

Birthday Cake! 

 
Happy Birthday 

Ted! 

Thank you Kay and Vern Harms for the lovely lunch after the Train Tour!  

** 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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MFCA CONVENTION 

IN SPARKS NEVADA 

- JUNE 24TH TO THE 

29TH.  HELD AT THE 

NUGGET HOTEL 

The 4th floor of the 

parking garage 

was all Model A’s. 

 
24 States plus Brit-

ish Columbia and 

Australia partici-

pated. 

 
568 people attend-

ed 

The whole 4th floor was 

only Model A’s. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Coming in to the conven-

tion area we ran into Joe 

Gensley a former member 

of GraNeva A’s. 

This is Debbie Kichline who works for Bratton’s 

out of Maryland.  They are one of our supporting 

Advertisers! 

Motorcycle with a Model A Engine.  

Quite impressive. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Dinner at the Nugget Buffet Monday night.  On the Left side: Kay and Vern 

Harms, Hector Bermea from Mariposa Chapter with other friends.  Right side: 

Ted Baerresen, Deanna McKee, Sharon Pierce, Doug McKee (recent new mem-

bers), and Ron Pierce.  Missing from picture, Ruthie Bermea and Louise 

Baerresen.  They were hidden!! :( 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Danielle, Tony and Isaac 

Alfaro.  So glad they made 

the trip! 

Baby Sierra Alfaro 

decked out in her 

Model A Ford onesie. 

 

Too cute!!! 

Took a side trip on Tuesday to Virginia City with folks 

from Mariposa and new members Deanna and Doug 

McKee. 

 

At left is Ron Pierce’s Model A’ Roadster. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 

Early Ford Store of  

California 

108 Bonita Avenue 

San Dimas CA  91773 

909-305-1955    Bill McGrath 


