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North Star Museum was closed :(

So “Plan B”. Off to Collins Lake for Ice Cream.
Kay and Vern Harms, Gary Spencer, Bob Bickelman (sitting), Sandi

Schilling, Bobbie and Bob Whiting. Jerry Dorville (sitting).
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Vice-President’s Message for AUGUST 2018

This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-
ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of
America (MAFCA.) Feel free to use information here,
with credit.

Club members may place a business card size
advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the
Treasurer.

OFFICERS

2018

President Kay Harms 272-4683
Vice-President Steve Turnsk 274-7079
Treasurer Jan Elliott 273-5829
Editor Sharon Pierce 470-8930
Secretary Louise Baerresen 274-2965
Membership Kristi Owens 274-7079
Tour Director Vern Harms 272-4683

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2018

ACCC Bill Mitchell 273-1620
Asst Editor Karen Mitchell 273-1620
B’days&Anniv. Janet Spencer 477-5570
Historian Bill Mitchell 273-1620
Publicity Bobbie Whiting 4709191
Sheriff Steve Straw 432-9132
Sunshine Janet Spencer 477-5570
Technical Ron Pierce 470-8930
Webmaster Dennis Westcot 470-9296

GRA-NEVA GRAM

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of
each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on
Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;
write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA
90631

Also join us for an informal get-together at the
Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00
a.m.

Items for the newsletter can be
emailed to:
*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com

Check our Website at:
Granevaas.com
for past newsletters

NVl

Dear Fellow Members,

“A new adventure every day”, so thinks Mr. Steve. Everyone
knows that | take naps but most people do not know that | have in-
tense dreams during those naps. | intermix physical world reality,
physical world problems, and the creativity of the dream world to find
answers to situations; the three combined sometimes create one
heck an adventure. | also see every problem as an adventure to pur-
sue. Since | have lots of Model A’s, many times | integrate my model
A’s as part of the solution to the problem at hand. Last week for in-
stance; a neighbor’s tenant called me because she had no water to
the house. The water pump is located down a steep, narrow ravine
that my Model A pickup can easily negotiate, where normally only a
jeep could go. | investigated and found the pump bearing to be worn
out making noise and the shaft seal to be shooting water around. |
called the landlord and told him the situation and to buy another
pump and some pipe nipples. | then took a nap and had an adven-
ture within the nap. When | awoke | had a plan; | made a sliding
workbench in the bed of the rusty roadster pickup Model A with some
junk wood, mounted a pipe vise on it, threw in some pipe wrenches,
nipples, pipe sealant, electrical tools, two BIG hammers, Never Seize,
etc. | met the landlord on top of the hill and we drove down to the
pump, swapped out the pump in less than an hour, and tested the
system. It would have taken another hour and a half to drag all of
that stuff down there and back up by using a hand dolly and a lot
more of effort!

There was a great “turn-out” on the Empire Mine picnic day. Everyone
that | talked with had a fun adventure. The auction was fun too, | al-
ways like it. Thanks Vern and Steve for the auction adventure. It's
comical to see the expressions of the “winner” of each item. Itis
easy to “read” the winners; “Did | really pay THAT much money for
this thing?” and “what am | going to do with this thing?” On the other
hand with the kids winning things, there is no questioning if they cor-
rectly bought each item, and it was clearly an adventure for them.

Maybe we could rename the Gra-Neva A’s as the
Gra-Neva A-dventure Club (at least in thought).

Respectfully, Steve

Sunshine Report

Please see the minutes re the Sunshine Report for details.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.
Italic print dates show events of general interest

2018 Gra-Neva A’s Meetings:

September 20th @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City
October 25th @ 7PM - Elks Lodge in Nevada City
November and December - TBD (Stay tuned)

UPCOMING Tours:

September 7-9th Roamin’ Angels Car Show at the
Grass Valley Fairgrounds. Model A’s are invited! Call
Vern Harms for info.

September 29th - You Bet - Red Dog History Tour.
Meet at 8:30 am at 174 and You Bet Road. Vern lead-
ing. Please let Vern know if you are planning on going.
October _6th - Saturday, F.A.S.T. Hill Climb - Any ques-
tions.... Ask Steve Straw.

October 9, 10, & 11th - Mystery Tour be sure to sign
up!! Harms/Spencer’s organizing. 25th Anniversary of
our Mystery Tours.

October _15th - Snyder’s Antique Trailer Tour. Meet at
the Pierce’s at 10-10:15am. Lunch at Northridge follow-
ing.

Thanksgiving Potluck - date to be determined.
Christmas Dinner - December 13th at the Willo

Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2018
September 15th&16th - Colfax Railroad and Car Show.
More details at July Meeting.
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¢ Every Wednesday meet at Penny’s Diner at 7AM for
breakfast with GraNeva A’s people.

¢ Cars & Coffee - every Saturday at Kmart GV from
8-10AM

¢+ Wings & Wheels - Second Saturday of the month at
the Auburn Airport.

¢+ Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.
Graffiti Night, bring you’re A’s and get 20% off your

If you need any Technical advice, please
contact Ron Pierce at 530-470-8930.
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EDITOR'S NOTES:

Hello all you travelers!

Well as you can see from the pictures, the
Empire Mine Picnic was a success!! The
weather was perfect (80’s). Last year was
so hot, this year great! We had seven (7)
Model A’s, great turnout. Thanks everyone
for participating.

As you can tell, lots of fun things coming up
in September and October.

I will send out reminders to all that our

meeting in September is the 20th, not the
27th. We’ll see who reads the Newsletter!

The November Potluck is in the making, as

is the Holiday Dinner is December.

Sincerely,
Your Editor,

Sharon Pierce

PS. If your name is on the

list to bring “goodies” please bring to the

monthly meeting.




HAVES AND WANTS

Let me know if you have any-
thing you want me to post. Email
me during the month before the
meeting and I'll put in the news-
letter.

September & October
BIRTHDAYS

10/29 Shirley
Bevelhymer

9/5 Paul Bevelhymer
9/7 Irene Travis
9/10 Jan Haire

9/11 Kristi Turnsk
9/13 Maxine Musick

REFRESHMENTS

Coffee will be supplied by
the Elks Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/
free refills.

*xx Meeting refreshments (ie cookies,
pies, etc) will be brought in by in-
dividual members, alphabetically by
last name each month.

Any questions or can’ t make it to
the meeting, please contact Kay
Harms or Steve Turnsk.

khkkkkkkhhhhhkhkkkkkkhkhkkkkkxkx

September — Christina Brodie
October - John Burnside
November - Pot Luck

December — Hol iday Party

September & October
ANNIVERSARIES

10/19 Steve & Kristi
Turnsk

9/10 Steve & Vicki
Straw
910 Bill & Karen
Mitchell
9/13 John & Caroline
Burnside

THANKS TO JANET SPENCER
FOR BIR THDAY &
ANNIVERSARY INFORMATION
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General Meeting Minutes - August 23rd , 2018

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. by President, Kay Harms. Kay announced that the meeting would
be short, because of our auction.

Also, Kay mentioned that the coffee for the meeting which is provided by the ELKS, cost $1:00 per cup....so
please remember to put a BUCK (or more) into the “Kkitty”’. Also, we sang “happy birthday” to Aaron Johnson,
and had birthday cake because this was Aaron’s ACTUAL Birthday.

A potential new member was introduced...Blake Peterson. Blake also bought lots of “A” parts from the auction.
Welcome, Blake. Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, Sept. 20t at the ELKS Club.

REPORTS

SECRETARY: No report

TREASURER: Jan Elliott was not present. Kay Harms gave report. Treasure’s report will be on file.

EDITOR: No report

TOUR CHAIRMAN: Vern Harms gave a list of upcoming tours:

e AUGUST 25™ : Empire Mine Picnic

o SEPTEMBER 8t: Roman Angels Car Show

o SEPTEMBER 29, Saturday, U BET History Tour led by Vern Harms. Meet at 8:30 a.m. at Hwy. 174 & U BET
Road.

e OCT. 6, Saturday, F.A.S.T. Hill Climb - Steve Straw

e OCT. 15, Vintage Trailer Tour - Ron & Sharon Pierce. 10:30 am - meeting at TBD, lunch will follow.
o DECEMBER 13t Thursday - Christmas dinner at the Willo Restaurant. Mark your calendars. More later.

ATTENDANCE : Raffle won by Marty Clampit..$30.50....it pays to attend the meeting!

SHERIFF: Steve Straw collected $4.00...wear your badges or you will end up PAYING!

***The Brodie’s are to bring refreshments at the Sept. Meeting, which will be held on Thursday September 20.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m......On to the Auction!!

Successful auction was ended at 9:00 p.m.

ATTENDEES;

Kristi Turnsk, Bob Bickelmann & Sandi Schilling, Ted & Louise Baerresen, Phil Drees, Gary Spencer, John
Burnside, Tom Osborne, Bob & Bobbie Whiting, Ardy Tobin, Vicky & Steve Straw, Marty Clampitt, Steve
Halverson, Jerry Dorville, Kelly Stevenson, Aaron, Jenn & Adler Johnson, Sharon & Ron Pierce, Doug & Deanna
McKee, Tony & Isaac Alfaro.
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NORTH STAR MINE POWERHOUSE
MUSEUM TOUR

The weather was typical for August. Hot!! About a dozen club members braved the heat and
met at Maya’s for lunch on Sunday, August 12th. Good Mexican food and then we headed to the
North Star Mine Powerhouse Museum on Allison Ranch Road.

Our tour with a docent was scheduled for 2:00PM. We arrived a little before that time and were
a little disconcerted to find the museum was closed. A sign said----See you at the fair-----. But
since Vern had made specific arrangements for the tour and checked with the museum the
week before to make sure all was in order, we had high hopes someone would show and give us
our special tour.

It did not happen. By 2:20PM, we were certain no one was coming to open the museum and
give us a tour.

We couldn’t just disband and go home, so we went to Plan B. 10 of us decided to take a drive
down Hwy 20 to Marysville Road and then on to Collins Lake for ice cream. (Collins Lake is
known for their BIG servings of ice cream.) We all sat around a table on the patio and had lots of
good conversation with lots of good ice cream.

Time to return to Grass Valley and several cars went on their own. Vern and Kay, followed by the
Spencers and Jerry Dorville were the last to leave. As the Harms’ headed back to GV, they no-
ticed the Spencers were getting farther and farther behind and eventually they couldn’t see
them. Turning around to check, the Harms’ found Spencers and Dorville on the side of the road.

It was determined the Spencers’ Phaeton had a head gasket problem. Vern and Gary went to the
Marysville Rd turn-off to get cell phone service and a flat bed tow truck was order. ( A couple,
who are homeowners on the road where the breakdown happened, came by and checked on
us.

He was back shortly with cold bottled water and cold beers. Greatly appreciated!!)

Eventually the tow truck arrived, the Model A was loaded and we all headed home to GV. The
special ride home for the Spencers was not planned but that event makes this tour memorable.
Those in attendance—Gary and Janet Spencer, Phil Drees, Ted Baerresen, Bob and Bobbi
Whiting, Bob Ambrose, Jerry Dorville, Vern and Kay Harms, Bob Bicklemann and Sandi Schilling.

Written by Kay Harms




Kay Harms, Sandi Schilling, Gary Spencer and Jerry Dorville

Pictures by Janet Spencer

NORTH STAR
MINE
POWERHOUSE
MUSEUM
TOUR
(CLOSED)

AUGUST
12TH

Bob Ambrose, Bob Whiting, Bob Bickelman, Vern Harms and Ted Baerresen
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A head gasket problem......

Gary Spencer and Vern
Harms

Off to Collins Lake for Ice Cream......

Thank goodness
for AAA!

Pictures by Janet Spencer
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The World Famous
August Auction!!!!

Look at all the goodies!!!

Hard working Sales guys: Steve
Straw and Vern Harms. They did a

great job!!!
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No Steve, it doesn’t suit you......

So serious. Should | or shouldn’t | buy that???
Sandi Schilling, Ted Baerresen, Kristi Turnsk, and

Doug McKee.

What's in this box, Vern? Asks Steve Straw.....

Aaron Johnson even
had a birthday! Happy
Birthday Aaron!

10
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Steve Straw and
Sharon Pierce. Fun
evening!
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Vern Harms having a deep dis-
cussion with Bob Whiting.
Marty Clampitt in the back-
ground.

Kay Harms, President add-
ing up the monies!

Pictures by Steve Straw




EMPIRE MINES
123RD ANNUAL
PICNIC

Vern Harm’s Vicky

Steve Straw’s “Salt Truck”

Bob Ambrose’s and Ron Pierce’s
Fordor Sedans.

Pictures by Steve Straw

Aaron Johnson’s Woodie

12



Ron Pierce’s and Vern Harms A’s

13

Hail, hail the gang'’s all here!
Left to right: Bob Ambrose,
Sharon Pierce, friend of Ron’s
Ron Stucky, Ron Pierce, Kay
Harms, Deanna & Doug
McKee. Front right: Vern

Harms and Steve Halverson.

Pictures by Steve Straw
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Deanna McKee, Bobbie Whiting,
Gary and Janet Spencer, Vern and
Kay Harms, and Doug McKee

The meeting place
for the Empire Mines
Picnic Tour.

Kmart at 9:30am.

Seven Model A’s.

Ron Pierce, Bob Ambrose,
Adler and Aaron Johnson

Pictures by Sharon Pierce



Dignitaries being brought to the Explosion at the Mine.
First a Model T, then our two Model A’s driven by Bob
Ambrose and Ron Pierce in the distance.

Two Fire Trucks scrambling to
get to the mine that blew up!!!
And then the crowds parting to
let them leave.

Pictures by Sharon Pierce
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Pictures by
Sharon Pierce
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Two A’s parked up at the

cottage, waiting to take the
Dignitaries to the explosion at

the Mine.

Far one is Ron Pierce’s and the
closest is Bob Ambrose. Almost
Twinsl!!

Winding down for the afternoon. Steve Straw, Steve Halverson, Ron Pierce’s back,

Kay Harms, Doug McKee’s back and Jennifer Johnson.



HOW TO ADUST MODEL A MECHANICAL BRAKES

1. WITH ALL 4 BRAKE RODS DISCONNECTED, REARS FROM CROSS-SHAFT AND FRONTS AT
FRONT CAMS LEVERS. MAKE SURE THAT CROSS-SHAFT IS AT 15 DEGREES OFF CENTER.
IF NOT 15 DEGREES ADJUST BRAKE PEDAL ROD TO MOVE CROSS-SHAFT AND ROD
AGAINST BRAKE LIGHT SWITCH.

2. JACK UP FRONT END WITH FLOOR JACK AT CENTER OF AXLE WITH CLEVIS PINS FROM
FRONT BRAKE RODS ALREADY RE~ MOVED.

3. ADJUST BRAKE CAMS FOR SLIGHT DRAG, (FRONT BRAKES) LOWER CAR TO FLOOR.

4. AT THIS POINT, BOTH ACTUATOR ARMS MUST BE AT 15 DEGREES FORWARD.

5. IF NOT 15 DEGREES USE “PILL” SPACERS TO GET 15 DEGRESS.

6. ADJUST BOTH FRONT BRAKE ROD END CLEVIS TO MATCH ACTUATOR POSITION.

7. JACK-UP REAR END AT PUMPKIN, WITH REAR RODS DISCONNECTED FROM CROSS-SHAFT.

8. ADJUST BRAKE CAM TO OBTAIN SLIGHT DRAG, REPEAT FOR OTHER SIDE.
9. WHILE LAYING ON YOUR BACK ROTATE WHEEL WITH YOUR FOOT AND PULL ON ONE OF

THE REAR BRAKE RODS TO GET SLIGHT DRAG AND ADJUST CLEVIS TO MATCH THE POSI-
TION OF THE CROSS-SHAFT, AND REPEAT OTHER SIDE.

10. BE SURE TO FASTEN ALL CLEVIS PINS WITH COTTER KEYS.
11. DRIVE CAR DOWN DRIVEWAY AT SLOW SPEED AND STEP ON BRAKE PEDDLE HARD TO

SKID BACK WHEELS. BOTH WHEELS SHOULD LEAVE SKID MARKS EVENLY, IF NOT LOOS-
EN THE ADJUSTER ON THE ONE THAT IS SKIDDING UNTIL BOTH WHEELS SKID EVENLY.

Written by Ron Pierce 8.2018
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ADVERTISER’S PAGE

MITCHELL
M~| MANUFACTURING
Sue ¢ Steve * Cyndi
Mitchell

Mitchell MFE.

530-458-4500 800-859-2088
MODEL A FORD www.mitchelloverdrivemfg.com

SYNCHRONIZED-TRANSMISSION  FORD OVERDRIVES/UNDERDRIVES
YINTAGE CAR OYERDRIVES 1928-1948

PO. Box 925 1157 Parker 5t Colusa, CA 95932

Gra-Neva Gram

18




ADVERTISER’S PAGE

19

Gra-Neva Gram




