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Gra-Neva Gram 

Poker Run and Picnic 

June 23rd, 2019 

Aaron Johnson and Vern Harms -  The Chefs 



2  Gra-Neva Gram 

GRA-NEVA GRAM 

 

Kay Harms 

Steve Turnsk 

Jan Elliott 

Sharon Pierce 

Louise Baerresen 

Kristi Turnsk 

Aaron Johnson 

OFFICERS 

2019 

President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Editor 

Secretary 

Membership 

Tour Director 

 

272-4683 

274-7079 

273-5829 

470-8930 

274-2965 

274-7079 

477–5856 

ACCC 

Asst Editor 

B’days&Anniv. 

Historian 

Publicity 

Sheriff 

Sunshine 

Technical 

Webmaster

Bill Mitchell 

Karen Mitchell 

Janet Spencer 

Bill Mitchell 

Bobbie Whiting 

Steve Straw 

Janet Spencer 

Ron Pierce 

Bridgette Holzapple 

273-1620 

273-1620 

477-5570 

273-1620 

470-9191 

432-9132 

477-5570 

470-8930 

268-3800 

This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 

a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2019 

Vice-President’s Message for JUNE 2019 

Sunshine Report 

One of our past club members, Ray Hren is now going daily dialysis.  Please have him in your 

prayers.  

Dear Fellow Members,  

 
 A couple of weekends ago I attended a Mopar car show. The 

best car there was a stock 1933 Plymouth coupe. Aside from the red 

metallic paint and the 35 Chevy truck headlights it was a wonderful 

car.  This was the third 1933 Plymouth coupe that he had owned, had 

a lot of money into this one (he admitted to $27,000), but did not real-

ly know a lot about the car.  When I walked around to the rear of the 

car I saw a ghastly sight…..Model A tail lights!   I asked the owner 

about them and he said that they came with the car. He has owned 

the car for around three years.  

 
 There is a perfectly restored stock Power Wagon on Ebay for 

$95,000. It has Model A tail lights too! The place to buy Power Wagon 

parts is called Vintage Power Wagons and they actually sell the repro-

duction Model A tail lights as well as nice reproduction original Dodge 

tail lights with “DODGE” or “PLYMOUTH” embossed on the lens for 

about the same price.    

 
 What is going on? The style of the Model A tail lights state 

“Model A”. The style of the Model A tail lights do not match the styling 

of the 30’s and later cars. Even Ford changed the lights in 32.  To put 

Model A tail lights on a nicely restored non Ford car devalues the car. 

So why am I so charged about this? They are just tail lights.  I have 

1932 tail lights on one of my Model A trucks, what is the big deal?  

 
 After two weeks of deep thought, I realized that it’s “Model A 

envy”. Everyone wants a Model A! Most people are timid about getting 

one, so the next thing better is Model A tail lights.  I see them on rat 

rods and Chevy trucks too.  I can let THAT go now. 

 
 The picnic was great.  The tour was fun, the picnic area was 

shady and the food was delicious. Most of all, the company was friend-

ly and warm!  Thanks to everyone for coming and contributing to a jolly 

time! What a terrific club we have! 

 
 It’s nearly time to turn to for the 4th of July parade, this year in 

Grass Valley. That’s it for now. 

         

                                                Steve  

 

 



3  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

2019 Gra-Neva A’s Meetings: 

July 25th @ 7pm at the Elks in Nevada City 

August 22nd @ 7pm at the Elks in Nev City 

September 26th @ 7pm at the Elks in NevCity 

 

UPCOMING Tours for 2019: Info contact  

Aaron Johnson re tours.   

 

Check Page 8 in Newsletter for more tours! 

 

July 20th, Saturday - Nevada County Air 
Show 

 

 

Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2019 

 

Sept 21st, Saturday, Sacramento Area  

Mustang Club Car Show - Rancho Cordova, 
US Hiway 50 & Sunrise Blvd.  More info: 

info@sacmustangshow.info 
 

Cruise Nites 

 

July 12 and August 9th, Fridays - Auburn Cruise night 
5-9 pm 

August 23,24 & 25th - Pleasanton Good Guys West 

Coast Nationals - Alameda Fairgrounds 

************************************************************* 

 Cars & Coffee - every Saturday at Kmart GV from  

      8-10AM 

 Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.  
Graffiti Night, bring you’re A’s and get 20% off your 
dinner. 

 Cruise Nights - Colfax Lions, downtown Colfax, 3rd 
Friday of the month thru Sept, 4-8 PM  info call 530
-272-7131 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Pierce,  
            your 
Editor 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 

Hello all my friends! 
 
Well our weather finally changed.  Proof is 
in all the pictures in our newsletter. 
 
Aaron Johnson our Tour Director has lots 
more planned.  He’d help if someone would 
offer to do a tour.  It’s your club too! 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Your Editor, 
Sharon Pierce 
 
 
 
PS: If your name is on the  
list to bring “goodies” for the monthly 
meeting,  please bring. Thanks! 
 

 

. 

 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 

If you need any Technical advice, please 
contact Ron Pierce at 530-470-8930. 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

Kay Harms is looking for a recliner for 
her Mother.  Call her if you have one. 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by 

the Elks Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/

free refills.  Please pay up! 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

pies, etc) will be brought in by in-

dividual members, alphabetically by 

last name each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Kay 

Harms or Steve Turnsk. 

 

************************** 

July - Gerry Holzapple 

August - Aaron Johnson 

September— Ryck Johnson 

 

 

7/6  Bill Yanko 

7/18 Sandy Yanko 

7/30  Bill Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

 

8/23  Aaron Johnson 

 

 

July - August 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

July - August 

 BIRTHDAYS 

 

7/6  Aaron & Jennifer 

            Johnson 

7/20  Tony & Danielle 

             Alfaro 

 

 

 

8/6  Kelly & Virginia 

           Stevenson 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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GRA-NEVA A’s 

General Meeting Minutes – June 27, 2019 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President, Kay Harms. Kay introduced our visitor, Roy 

Lebeck. Roy has been attending the Wednesday morning breakfasts for a number of years; he is also a 

member of F.A.S.T. 

 
The minutes of the May meeting were approved as printed in the Gra-Neva Gram.  Janet Spencer made to 

motion to accept and Calvin Campbell seconded the motion. 

 

REPORTS: 

 
Kay thanked all the members who were at the Club picnic and poker run tour on June 23rd.  The poker run 

was won by Virginia Campbell, who drew a pair of Aces! 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT –  No report. 

 

SECRETARY –.No report. 

 

TREASURER – President Kay gave the Treasurer’s report for Jan Elliott, who was not present. 

 

EDITOR – No report. 

 
MEMBERSHIP – It was announced that we have a new member, Ron Stuckey…Welcome to the Gra-Neva 

A’s, Ron. 

 
TOUR CHAIRMAN – Once again, Aaron Johnson passed out a sheet with tour date information.  Aaron also 

talked about other possible tours for the future. 

 
The 4th of July parade will be held in Grass Valley this year. Time and place to meet, TBD. Aaron will send out 

information on that subject. All are welcome to participate. 

 

Other suggestions were: Movies under the pines, and a one day Mystery Tour for mid September.  

Calvin Campbell gave a short report about the “Great Race” that came through Grass Valley. 

 

SHERIFF – Steve Straw collected $3.00 from those who did not wear name badges. 

 
SUNSHINE – Steve Straw announced that a former member of the Club, Ray Hren, who moved to Arizona, is 

now undergoing daily dialysis. 

 

ACCC – No report. 

 

PUBLICITY – No report. 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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(continued) 

 

 

TECHNICAL – Ron Pierce announced he will be giving a “Steering Workshop”.  Date, place and time, TBD. 

 

REFRESHMENTS- Thanks to Steve Halverson for providing “goodies” for this meeting. 

The Holzapple’s are responsible for refreshments in July.  The Johnson’s will be “IT” for the August meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Kay announced that there will NOT be an Auction this year.  Steve Straw brought up the idea of having a 

“running board” swap meet, which has been successful in the past. If any of you members have any other 

ideas, let Kay Harms know. 

 

GOTS & WANTS:   

President, Kay, is looking for a recliner chair. 

 
ATTENDANCE AWARD – Bill Mitchell’s name was drawn, but he wasn’t at the meeting, so next month the at-

tendance award will be $50….be there or be square! 

 
50/50 RAFFLE – Marty Clampitt won $55 for this drawing.  Kristi and Steve Turnsk brought eggs from their 

“farm” which were raffled off and won by Sharon Pierce. 

   

Vern Harms made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Sharon Pierce seconded the motion. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Louise Baerresen, Secretary 

 

 

ATTENDEES: 
Sandy and Bill Yanko, Aaron Johnson, Marty Clampitt, Vicky and Steve Straw,  Steve Halverson, Roy Lebeck, 

Ted and Louise Baerresen, Ron and Sharon Pierce, Ron Stuckey, Calvin and Virginia Campbell, Kristi and 

Steve Turnsk, Janet and Gary Spencer, Kay and Vern Harms 
 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Letter from Kay to the Board re the Poker Run tour and the picnic on 6/23/19.   

I wanted to share with you all. 

 

Sharon 

 

===================================== 

 
First, thanks for your help yesterday.  You were very busy as everyone came in from the 

tour. 

 

Good Job!!! 

 

Thought you might like a list of those who attended yesterday.   

 

Calvin & Virginia Campbell 

Bob & Bobbie Whiting 

Steve & Vicky Straw 

Marty & Myra Clampitt 

Gary & Janet Spencer 

Phil Drees & Linda Fischer 

Bill & Karen Mitchell 

Weldon & Irene Travis 

Kelly Stevenson 

Doug & Deanna McKee 

Ron & Sharon Pierce 

Steve & Kristi Turnsk 

Aaron, Jenn & Adler Johnson 

Buzz & Jan Elliott 

Ted & Louise Baerresen  

Vern & Kay Harms 

 
Nice group of members and a good time to visit.   Thanks for your diligence in getting 

advertisers for the newsletter so we could have a good club event. 

 

Kay 
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Save the Date ! 
 

Future Tours from Aaron Johnson 

 

 

 

July 4th – Grass Valley Parade  

July 20th – Grass Valley Air Show 

July 27th - Movie Under the Pines, Nevada City 
August 10th – Concours d’Elegance, Lake Tahoe CA  -  Aaron Johnson to lead 

Kmart 8:30 am 

August 30th - Movie Under the Pines, Nevada City 

August  31st – Miner’s Picnic, Empire Mine 

September 7th and 8th – Cruisin the Pines Car Show, Grass Valley Fairgrounds 

 

Suggestions: 

Garage/Shop Tour, Monuments Tour, Wine Tour, Mystery Tour, X-Mas Tour,  

Empire Mine Miner’s Picnic, Grass Valley Old West Show, Cemetery Tour 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Poker Run 
Tour 

Saturday,  
June 23, 2019 

Kay giving out instructions 

as to where to go to find 

your answers. 
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Met at a picnic area near 

Nevada City Airport. 

 
Sharon Pierce going over all 

blanks filled in and then 

you were able to pull a 5 

card Poker Hand.   

 
The winning hand would 

win a prize. 

Gran Prize Winners 

with a pair of A’s 

 

Calvin and  

Virginia  

Campbell 

 

Congratulations!!! 
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Time to eat!! 
Bobbie and Bob 

Whiting, Sharon 

Pierce and Ted 

Baerresen starting 

out the line. 

 
Delicious food and 

plenty for all!! 

 
Thanks to the 

Board for setting it 

all up. 

Left side: 

 
Kay Harms, Buzz 

Elliott, Bob Whit-

ing, Phil Drees 

 

Right side: 

 
Jan Elliott, Bobby 

Whiting, Linda 

Fischer 
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Left side: 

 
Bill and Karen Mitchell, 

Adler Johnson, and  

Myra Clampitt 

 

Right side: 

 
Aaron Mitchell, Jennifer 

Johnson, and Marty 

Clampitt 
 

 

Left side: 

 

Kelly 

Stephenson 

 

Right side: 

 

Vern Harms 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Steve Straw’s 

“Stupid Car” 

 
Ron Pierce’s 

“Blackie” - 30 

Coupe 

 

Gary Spencer’s 

Phaeton 1930 

 

 

Calvin Campbell’s 

1929 Plymouth 

 

Buzz Elliott’s 

1931 Roadster 
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Steve Turnsk’s 

Slant Window 

Truck 

 

Jennifer  

Johnson’s  

VW Bug 

Bob Whitings 

1929 Sports 

Coupe 
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Our scenery sitting at the picnic tables  

at our Poker Run Picnic. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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The Great 
Race 

Downtown  
Grass Valley 

 
June 24th  

Pictures of the Great Race by 

Stephen Straw 

# 133 

Curt Holder/Anna Holder 

1931 Model A 

The 3rd lunch stop on the 2019 Great 
Race in Grass Valley, California.  

 

Many Gra-Neva A  members were in the 
pits looking at the participating cars. Much 
of the downtown area was blocked off. 
The cars drove in on East Main Street 
and parked on Mill Street. They ate at 
Tofanelli's Restaurant.  

 

Three local cars were in the race. You 
may go to http://www.greatrace.com to 
see more about the race, the participants 
and the results. 

 

Steve Straw 

 

#43  
Peter Brown/Susan 

Nourse 
1930 Model A Boat Tail 

speedster from Maine. 

Gra-Neva Gram 

http://www.gratrace.com


17  

The Great Race 
 

Downtown  
Grass Valley 

 
June 24, 2019 

Pictures of the Great Race by 

Stephen Straw 

#87 

Patrick Lauber/Ron 

Smith 

1928 Model A Roadster 

#43  

Peter Brown/Susan Nourse 
1930 Model A Boat Tail speedster 

from Maine. 

# 149 

Tom LIttrell 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Ron and I were at the Vintage Store in Sacramento and this was a picture on 

the wall.  I thought it was pretty cool with all the Model A’s in front of 

the Capital. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 


