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Concours d’Elegance, Lake Tahoe CA - August 10th 

Vern & Kay Harms, Jennifer & Aaron with  

Adler Johnson 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Penny’s Diner, Wednesday mornings about 7:00 

a.m. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2019 

Vice-President’s Message for AUGUST 2019 

Sunshine Report 

One of our long-term member’s wife, Sharlene passed away on July 15th.  Please say prayers for 

Jerry Dorville and their families.  Jerry she’s in our hearts. 

Dear Fellow Members,  

 

 
 September is next week, YIKES!  Where does the time 

go?  It was Saturday this morning, and I decided to drive my 

Model A slant windshield farm truck thing over to the Kmart 

car meet. Some people grit their teeth in disgust when they 

see my truck rolling through the parking lot, but most people 

accept the weird looking truck. The truck is not a hot rod, not 

a street rod, not a restored truck, not a survivor truck, not 

even a rat rod; nobody can really put it in a category and 

therefore most people cannot relate to it. Actually, I do not 

even know what to think about it, and I put it together from 

swap meet parts. Despite the weird truck, lots of people 

walk up and talk to me; the whole event is so much fun.  

There are a lot of really nice people and a lot of really nice 

vehicles. 

 
 I am looking forward to the Miner’s Picnic on August 

31st. I can drive my truck right through the gates and take a 

nap on the grass in the shade amongst my friends; heavenly. 

I do intend on sticking my head in the overhead belt drive 

machine shop; Disneyland to me. 

 

  I have been a little sad during the last few weeks, but 

being with everyone at the meeting perked me up. I feel so 

blessed on being part of our group, thanks everyone.     

 

                                                            Steve  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

2019 Gra-Neva A’s Meetings: 

 

September 26th @ 7pm at the Elks in NevCity 

October 24th @ 7pm at the Elks in Nev City 

November - TBD “Souper Saturday” 

December 12/15 Sunday Meeting & Dinner at 
the Willo,  Drinks @ 5pm and Dinner at 6pm 
Sharp! 

 

UPCOMING Tours for 2019: Info contact  

Aaron Johnson re tours.   

 

Check Page 10 in Newsletter  

for more tours! 
 

 
Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2019 

 

Sept 21st,  Saturday, Sacramento Area  

Mustang Club Car Show - Rancho Cordova, US Hiway 
50 & Sunrise Blvd. 

 

October 12th - Sacramento Classic Car & Parts 

 Swap Meet “In Rust we Trust”- Cal Expo Fairgrounds 

Info call:  916-955-8777 

 

 

************************************************************* 

 Cars & Coffee - every Saturday at Kmart GV from  

      8-10AM 

 

 Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.  
Graffiti Night, bring you’re A’s and get 20% off your 
dinner. 

 

 
 
 
PS: If your 
name is on 
the  
list to bring 
“goodies” for 
the monthly 
meeting,  
please bring. 
Thanks! 
 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Pierce,  

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 

Hello all my friends! 
 
Some very sad news, Sharlene Dorville 
passed away on July 15th.  There will be a 
Celebration of Life and the Empire Mine’s 
on September 6th, Friday ~ 5PM.  The club 
would like to have as many Model A there 
to represent our club to support Jerry.  See 
page 10 for more info. 
 
I would like for you to “save the date” for 
our 2019 Xmas Dinner at the Willo.  I se-
cured December 15th.  More info to follow, 
come to the September meeting…... 
 
Sincerely,  
Your Editor, 
Sharon Pierce 
 
 
 
PS:  Ryck Johnson you have “goodies” for the 
September 26th mtg. 
 
 

Gra-Neva Gram 

If you need any Technical advice, please 
contact Ron Pierce at 530-470-8930. 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

 

 

???? 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by 

the Elks Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/

free refills.  Please pay up! 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

pies, etc) will be brought in by in-

dividual members, alphabetically by 

last name each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Kay 

Harms or Steve Turnsk. 

 

************************** 

 

September— Ryck Johnson 

October - Phil Lawrence 

 

 

 

9/7  Irene Travis 

9/11  Kristi Turnsk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10/5  Roy Lebeck 

10/17  Virginia Campbell 

10/21  Tim Walker 

 

September - October 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

September - October 

 BIRTHDAYS 

 

9/10  Steve & Vicky 

             Straw 

9/10  Bill & Karen 

              Mitchell 

9/13  John & Caroline 

               Burnside 

 

10/9  Steve & Kristi 

            Turnsk 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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GRA-NEVA A’s 

General Meeting Minutes – August 22, 2019 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m., by President, Kay Harms.  Kay welcomed back Ron Stuckey, 

who has recently become a member or our Club.  There were no additions or corrections to the July minutes.  

Vern Harms made a motion to Approve the newsletter as printed.  Aaron Johnson seconded the Motion.  Mo-

tion approved. 

 

 

REPORTS: 

 
TREASURER – Jan Elliott Elliott gave the treasurer’s report.  Treasurer’s report will be on file for future re-

view. 

 
EDITOR – Sharon Pierce announced that Mac’s Auto Parts has cancelled their ad in our newsletter……they 

were not getting enough “hits” from the club members. 

 

MEMBERSHIP – Kristi Turnsk announced that as of tonight, Roy Lebeck just joined our club.  Welcome Roy! 

 
TOUR CHAIRMAN – Once again, Aaron Johnson passed out a sheet with tour date information.  Aaron also 

talked about other possible tours for the future. Aaron also gave a brief report on the club tour to Lake Ta-

hoe Wooden boat display…two Model A’s showed up for the tour. August 31, Empire Mine Picnic, meet at 

Kmart at 9:30 a.m.   The GRANDPA A’s from Monterey, will join us at the picnic with four cars participating 

from their club.  

 

September 28th is the “front end” seminar by Ron Pierce to be held at “Harms Farm”. Time to be discussed. 

 

Mystery tour, October 5 – One day, meeting time & place, TBD. 

 

If you have any car parts you want to sell, CALL AARON JOHNSON. 

 

Car show,“Crusin’ in the Pines” September 7 & 8 at the Grass Valley Fairgrounds. 

 

Check your list for more information on tours.  If you have any questions regarding tours, call Aaron. 

 

SHERIFF – Steve Straw collected money for those who did not wear their badges. 

 
SUNSHINE – Janet Spencer sent a Sympathy card to Jerry Dorville, whose wife, Charlene, passed away on 

August 15th. A Celebration of life for Charlene will be held on September 6th, at 5 p.m.., at the Empire Mine. 

Our Club will send flowers, or send a donation to the organization of the family’s choice.. 

 Janet also sent a card to Bridget Holzapple, who has recently lost a family member. 

 

PUBLICITY – All articles are up to date in the “Restorer” magazine. 
 

 

 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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(continued) 

 

 
TECHNICAL – On September 28th, a seminar on “Steering & Front End” will be held at “Harms Farm” time & 

date TBD. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: - No information as yet on the Masonic dignitaries. 

 
Vern Harms gave an update on the Sacramento Swapmeet –Oct. 12, Cal Expo. Admission $12.  Parking, 

$12. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 
“Spouper Saturday” will be held, possibly on the 23rd of September at the Buttermakers Cottage in Penn Val-

ley . More on time & date later.  
There was discussion regarding the Christmas Party in December.  It will be held at the Willo, possibly De-

cember 15th, Sunday.  More information on this, later.  

 

GOTS & WANTS:   

Kay Harms found a recliner for her mom, from G&W. 

 

REFRESHMENTS:  Thanks to the AJ and Jenn Johnson for providing “goddies” tonight.  

September refreshments will be provided by Rick & Lynda Johnson. 

 
A motion was made by Vern Harms to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Aaron Johnson.  Meeting adjourned 

at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Louise Baerresen, Secretary 

 

ATTENDEES; 

 
Vicky and Steve Straw, Ted and Louise Baerresen, Marty Clampitt, Aaron Johnson, Bob and Bobbie Whiting, 

Steve and Kristi Turnsk, Sharon and Ron Pierce, Bob Ambrose, Bob Bickelmann, Ron Stuckey, John Burn-

side. Roy Lebeck, Bill Mitchell, Kay and Vern Harms, Janet Elliott. 

 
 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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This letter was mailed to our PO Box  

recently.  Old date on the letter thou. 

 

Just wanted to know if there was any  

Interest. 

 

Sharon 
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This is a 1929 Model A Steel Back Sedan -  

Model 60c Briggs body. 
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MODEL A CLUB TOUR SCHEDULE 

SAVE THESE DATES!! 

 

 

August 30-----Movie under the Pines Nevada City 

 

August 31-----Miner’s Picnic Empire Mine Meet @ Kmart 10:00AM We’ll drive 
to Empire Mine State Park together and go onto the grounds by a back en-
trance. Bring apicnic lunch and enjoy the activities. 

 

September 6-----Celebration of Life for club member Sharlene Dorville. Empire 
Mine Clubhouse Approx. 5:00PM We would like a nice turnout of Model A’s to 
support Jerry during this special service for Sharlene. 

 

September 7-8-----Cruisin’ the Pines Car Show Grass Valley Fairgrounds 

 

September 15-----Constitution Day Parade (No one interested in participating.) 

 

September 28-----Front End Seminar. Time TBD at the Harms Farm. Ron Pierce, 
our club tech guy, and Vern Harms will be do a safety check etc on your Model 
A if requested.  Let Vern know. 

 

October 5-----Mystery Tour or ????? 

 

 

Suggestions: 

Garage/Shop Tour, Monuments Tour, Wine Tour, Mystery Tour, X-Mas Tour, 

Grass Valley Old West Show, Cemetery Tour 
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Boat Tour by Aaron Johnson 
August 10th 

 
 

Well it was a great day for a drive to beautiful Lake Tahoe, more specifically Homewood.  I had 
always wanted to check out the wood boat show and this year’s event did not disappoint.  
Starting in Grass Valley we met the Harms’ at Kmart and headed up Hwy 20 at a moderate 
pace.   
 
Once we met the junction to I80 we needed to take the main interstate for about 4 miles.  We 
then quickly rerouted to old Hwy 40.  What a great tour road indeed.  We rarely saw another 
car.  We continued up over the Rainbow bridge and had a great view of Donner Lake.  We con-
tinued through Tahoe City and made our way to Homewood.  Upon our arrival we found easy 
and reasonable parking, and a bonus craft fair.   
 
Once parked we walked a short distance to the boat show.  Amazing is an understatement.  To 
see 70+ wood boats all in one location is rare indeed.  And the were all gorgeous.  We each 
got to vote for best in show.  Adler picked the one that let him board and be Captain, imagine 
that.  After about an hour and a half of perusing these crafts we walked back to the parking 
area.   
 
And then...  we had a great little picnic at the old ski slope.  Once we were done with lunch we 
headed back the way we came.  As luck would have it we hit some thunder showers as we 
rolled into Truckee.  No worries though, it passed fast, and we remained dry.  We were back to 
Grass Valley b early evening and in total we logged about 250 miles.  No hiccups, no break 
downs, just a fun High Sierra tour. 
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Vern and Kay (our President) Harms 

All boat tour pictures by Aaron Johnson 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 
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