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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Grass Valley on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Paulette’s Country Kitchen, Wednesday mornings 

about 7:00 a.m. in the “vault”. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2019 

President’s Message for SEPTEMBER 2019 

Sunshine Report 

We had a marriage in the club, Steve and Ruth Halverson on September 11, 2019.  Congratula-

tions to you both!!  

Greetings Gra-Neva A Club members---- 

We had a fantastic turnout for the September 26th meeting. 
Our club secretary has the attendance signup sheet that was 
passed around at the meeting but my own count says there 
were 28 of us. Good job!!!! 

 

Welcome to new members – Georges and Virginie Pelpel. They 
attended our September meeting and submitted their mem-
bership application. They own a 1929 Sport Coupe. I am look-
ing forward to getting to know them better and encouraging 
them to drive their Model A. 

 

Three dates to remember and note on your calendar: 
(1) Sunday, October 13, is our club 2019 mystery tour. AJ Johnson prom-

ises a good day of driving, talking Model A’s and food. (Additional 
information elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

 

(2) Saturday, November 23, is the club “Souper Saturday” or potluck at 
the Buttermaker’s Cottage in Western Gateway Park, Penn Valley. 
More information at the October meeting. 

 

(3) Sunday, December 15, is the club Christmas Holiday Dinner. 

 

I am encouraged by the growth of our club this year. Since our 
November, 2018 potluck, we have seven new member/
member families. Encourage new club members to attend 
meetings and to participate in Model A tours. Learn to know 
them a little better. (Ask Calvin and Virginia Campbell to tell 
you their story about reconnecting after losing track of each 
other in their teens. It will make you smile.) 

 

See you on the Mystery Tour. Remember to stay out of Harms’ 
Way!! 

 

Respectfully, 

Kay Harms 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

2019 Gra-Neva A’s Meetings:  

 

October 24th @ 7pm at the Elks in Nev City 

November 23rd, “Souper Saturday” at Butter-
maker Cottage 12-2PM 

December 12/15 Sunday Meeting & Dinner at 
the Willo,  Drinks @ 5pm and Dinner at 6pm 
Sharp! 

 

UPCOMING Tours for 2019: Info contact  

Aaron Johnson re tours.   

 

Check Page 7 in Newsletter  

for more tours! 
 

 
Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2019 

 

October 12th - Sacramento Classic Car & Parts 

 Swap Meet “In Rust we Trust”- Cal Expo Fairgrounds 

Info call:  916-955-8777 

 

October 27th, Sunday - River City Swap Meet - 

Sacramento, 21st and X Street under the Freeway.  
Admission $10 gates open @ 6AM.  Info call: 209-579-
4797 

 

 

************************************************************* 

 Cars & Coffee - every Saturday at Kmart GV from  

      8-10AM 

 

 Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.  
Graffiti Night, bring you’re A’s and get 20% off your 
dinner. 

 

 
 
 
PS:  Phil Law-
rence you 
have “goodies” 
for the Octo-
ber 24th mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Pierce,  

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 

Hello all my friends! 
 
Well boy did we have a great turnout at our meet-
ing on Thursday!  Whew, and even new members.  
Welcome Georges and Virginie.   
 
So please plan on coming to the Mystery Tour on 
Sunday, October 13th.  Hopefully you have already 
signed up.  Details on page 7. 
 
Phil Lawrence is up for bringing “goodies” for the 
October meeting the 24th.   
 
Time is flying by!  Thanksgiving and Christmas 
right around the corner.  Well, we will see you on 
the 13th for the Mystery Tour.  Hope you are plan-
ning on coming. 
 
Thanks all who took pictures for the newsletter.  I 
really appreciate it! 
 
Sincerely,  
Your Editor, 
Sharon Pierce 
 
 
 
 

Gra-Neva Gram 

If you need any Technical advice, please 
contact Ron Pierce at 530-470-8930. 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

 
Steve Straw knows of three ‘30-’31 

Roadsters for sale and he has infor-

mation on a ’31 pick-up truck and a 

’27 Roadster.  Contact Steve for 

more information. 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by 

the Elks Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/

free refills.  Please pay up! 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

pies, etc) will be brought in by in-

dividual members, alphabetically by 

last name each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Kay 

Harms or Steve Turnsk. 

 

************************** 

 

October - Phil Lawrence 

 

 

10/5  Roy Lebeck 

10/17  Virginia Campbell 

10/21  Tim Walker 

10/24  Irene Travis 
    
    
   

 

11/3  Doug McKee 

11/4  Gerry Holzapple 

11/13  Deanna McKee 

11/20  Ryck Johnson 

11/21  Sally Walker 

11/24 Bridgette Holzapple 

11/26  Phil Drees 

October - November 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

October - November 

 BIRTHDAYS 

 

10/9  Steve & Kristi 

            Turnsk 

 

 

 

 

 

11/9  Phil & Barbara 

            Lawrence 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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GRA-NEVA A’s 

General Meeting Minutes – September 26th, 2019 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by President, Kay Harms.  Kay welcomed back 

new member, Tim Walker; and introduced, Virginie and Georges Pelpel, who just joined the 

Gra-Neva A’s family at this meeting. Virginie and Georges own a 1929 Sports Coupe. Wel-

come to the Club!  We hope to see you both at some of the Club events. 

 

REPORTS: 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT – No report. 

 

SECRETARY - No report 

 
TREASURER – Jan Elliott was not at the meeting, so Kay Harms, gave the treasurer’s report 

which will be on file for members to review. 

 

EDITOR –No report. 

 

MEMBERSHIP – Kristi Turnsk, welcomed our new members, Virginie & Georges. 

 
PUBLICITY -  President, Kay, gave kudos to Bobbie Whiting, publicity chairman, for the good, 

as always, article in the August 31st Union newspaper about The Gra Neva A’s; 

 
SUNSHINE – Kay announced that Janet Spencer, our “Sunshine” chairman, will be out of 

town for a couple of months, so if any of our members know of another member who needs 

a card or a call, please let President, Kay, know. 

 
TECHNICAL – Ron Pierce and Vern Harms talked about the “Front–end”, hands on, demo 

seminar, to be held this Saturday, September 28. Bring a chair. Aaron Johnson will lead the 

way to Harms Farm. Meet at Kmart at 9:00 a.m. 

 
TOUR CHAIRMAN – Aaron Johnson gave a report on the Miner’s Picnic that was held in Au-

gust at the Empire Mine. …...five or six Model A’s participated and a good time was had by 

all.  It was a great event and the weather was perfect.   

 
Vern Harms spoke about “Crusin’ in the Pines” car show. Vern was the only Model A partici-

pating, but he said it was a good event. 

 

UPCOMING TOURS: 

 
SEPTEMBER 28 – Saturday – Front-end seminar at Harms Farm.  Aaron Johnson will lead.  

Meet at Kmart, 9:00 a.m. Leave at 9:30. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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OCTOBER 5- Saturday – F.A.S.T. HILL CLIMB – Steve Straw gave some information regarding 

this event.  The Hill Climb is an annual event sponsored by the F.A.S.T. (Ford “A” Speed Tech-

nology) group. Cost to participate is $30. For more information, contact Steve.  

 

OCTOBER 11 & 12 – Friday and Saturday:  Trans-Sierra 88 Race. Mid-30’s Model A’s   and 

Model BB trucks. This is a two-day rally.   

 
OCTOBER 13 – Sunday – One day MYSTERY TOUR – Meet at Kmart parking lot at 10:00 a.m. 

Depart Kmart at 10:15.  Bring a picnic lunch and money for dinner.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:   
Sharon Pierce and Steve Turnsk volunteered to be on the “nominating committee” for upcom-

ing 2020 Board members. 

 
President, Kay, has reserved the Buttermaker’s Cottage at the Gateway Park in Penn Valley, 

for our annual “Souper Saturday” to be held on Saturday, November 23rd.  There will be more 

information regarding this at the October meeting. 

December 15th -Sunday, Christmas dinner at the Willo Restaurant. Cost and menu, TBD. 

 

GOTS & WANTS: 
Steve Straw knows of three ‘30-’31 Roadsters for sale and he has information on a ’31 pick-

up truck and a ’27 Roadster.  Contact Steve for more information. 

  
ATTENDANCE AWARD:  Weldon Travis’ name was drawn.  Weldon was not at the meeting, so 

next month the winner will receive $30.  Be there! 

 

50/50 RAFFLE:   Sharon Pierce was the winner of this one……$35. 

 
REFRESHMENTS:  Thanks to Linda and Rick Johnson for refreshments this meeting. The 

Johnson’s also brought their granddaughter, Austin, to the meeting……nice meeting you,  

Austin. 

 
A motion made by Marty Clampitt, to adjourn the meeting, Vern Harms, seconded.  Meeting 

adjourned at 7:45. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Louise Baerresen, Secretary 

 

ATTENDEES: 
Vern and Kay Harms, Ron and Sharon Pierce, Ron Stuckey, Calvin Campbell, Ted and Louise 

Baerresen, Kelly Stevenson, Kristi and Steve Turnsk, Marty Clampitt, Bill and Sandy Yanko, 

Georges and Virginie Pelpel, Bob Bickelmann, Jack Corliss, Roy Lebeck, Ryck and Linda John-

son, Jerry Dorville, Bob Ambrose, Tim Walker, Bob and Bobbie Whiting and Steve and Vicky 

Straw.  
Gra-Neva Gram 
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MODEL A CLUB TOUR SCHEDULE 

SAVE THESE DATES!! 

 

 

 

 

October 5th – FAST Hill Climbs, Auburn CA, Steve Straw’s event, it’s worth the 

drive. 

 

October 13th – Mystery Tour, Official Set in Stone!!!  Meet at KMART 10am. 

Bring a Picnic Lunch and some cash for a nice dinner.  Dinner about 5pm. 

 

November 23Rd – Souper Saturday, the annual club Thanksgiving feast,  
Buttermakers Cottage Arrive at 11:30ish, the cute cottage at the Park in 

Penn Valley “Western Gateway” 

 

December 15th – Annual Christmas dinner at the Willo in Nevada City  

Drinks at 5PM and Dinner at 6PM.  More discussion coming. 

 

December – Christmas lights tour date and time coming soon. 
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Sharon Pierce and Virginia Campbell.  See 

what we found entering the park! 

Empire Mine Picnic 

August 31, 2019 

Friendly group:  Dorothy & Theodore Johnson (old mem-

bers of our club) and Ted Baerresen. 

Aaron, Adler and Jennifer Johnson having a great picnic 

lunch. 

Ryck and Linda Johnson 
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Empire Mine Picnic 

August 31, 2019 

Bobbie and Bob Whiting 

Deanna McKee with friends from 

Monterey 

Ron Stuckey, Ron Pierce and Marty 

Clampitt 
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Empire Mine Picnic 

August 31, 2019 

Ted Baerresen and Sharon 

Pierce 

Kay and Vern Harms 

I think Marty Clampitt, and 

Steve Turnsk and Theodore 

Johnson 
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After picnic dinner at the Sizzler Restaurant. 
 

Left front: Ron Stuckey, Gary & Janet Spencer, Kay 

Harms.   
End of table: Bobbie Whiting and Louise Baerresen.  

Front right: Ron Pierce, Virginia & Calvin Campbell 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Louise Baerresen,  

Bob Whiting and 

Ted Baerresen 

Doug McKee and Bob Hinson 

from Monterey. 

Deanna McKee with Cliff and 

Elaine Dutra 

Sizzler 
Restaurant 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Vern Harms and 

Sharon Pierce 

Kay Harms, our President 

with a gift package present-

ed by the Monterey Club 

Gra-Neva Gram 



14  

Celebration of  Life - September 6th, 2019 

At Empire Mine in Grass Valley 

 

For Sharlene Dorville long time member  

of  the Gra-Neva A’s Model A Club. 

Gathering of the 

members before 

the celebration 

began. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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What a great turnout for the front end 

seminar at Harm’s Farms.  Formerly 

known for organic poison oak, the Farm 

now boasts a resident expert in all things 

Model A.   

 
A total of 15 club members came and 

learned the ins and outs of their sector 

shafts, worm drives, and some other 

widgets.   

 
The coffee was flowing and many choco-

late and pumpkin spice donuts were con-

sumed.   

 
Some barters and trades took place and 

likely more than one member will be 

sleeping on the couch if their wives find 

out about the new project cars coming 

home (SS).  The rain poured At times but 

all members made the traverse safely.   

 
Thank you to Ron Pierce for the instruc-

tion and Vern Harms for the location and 

refreshments.  
                                Aaron Johnson 

FRONT-END 

seminar 

Gra-Neva Gram 



17  Gra-Neva Gram 

List of those attending---- 

Kelly Stevenson 

Steve Straw 

Ryck Johnson 

Ted Baerresen 

AJ Johnson 

Bill Yanko 

Marty Clampitt 

Jack Corliss 

Georges Pelpel 

Steve Turnsk 

Calvin Campbell 

Ron Stuckey  

Bob Whiting 

Vern Harms 

Ron Pierce 

Those who decided to go to the Northridge 

Penn Valley for lunch were Steve Straw, 

Steve Turnsk, Ron Pierce, Calvin Camp-

bell, Ryck Johnson, and Vern Harms. 

 
Driving Model A's to the seminar in spite 

of the rain were AJ Johnson, Ted 

Baerresen, Marty Clampitt and Bob Whit-

ing.  Calvin Campbell drove his vintage 

Chrysler. 

FRONT-END 

Seminar 

9/28/19 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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