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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Nevada City on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Paulette’s Country Kitchen, Wednesday mornings 

about 7:00 a.m. in the “vault”. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

*sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2019 

Vice-President’s Message for OCTOBER 2019 

Sunshine Report 

Power Out -  

 

 

Dear everyone, 

 
   It has been kooky and spooky this month.  The power outages are 

upsetting our routine which is kooky.  The fire danger, and the anxiety 

it creates is sort of spooky. One thing that works consistently  is my 

Model A. I drive it around a bit just to keep some balance in my life. 

  
  Our new normal each day, now includes the noisy generator running 

twice a day for a couple of hours. We are thankful for the fridge, lights, 

and coffee maker that runs from the generator. I have some solar pan-

els on the roof charging a battery/inverter to run the radio and a cou-

ple of lights in the house when the generator is off. There is 5,000 gal-

lons of water in tanks on the hill for gravity feed to the house, and pro-

pane for the oven. Kristi and I continue our Backgammon games by 

candle light.  

 
   My grandfather was born in 1896 and was in his mid-thirties when 

the Model A was being produced. He had a Model T when he was a 

teenager. He was a stationary engineer in an iron ore mine in Minne-

sota.  He bought 80 acres, got an old mining house and moved it to 

his property. The family moved from town to his farm during the early 

thirties, and there was any power to their place until 1958. No phone 

until 1962. I remember the coal-fired water heater in the basement. 

He made a water tank by riveting together some galvanized sheet 

steel and setting it up on a 20 foot tall metal frame and had a picnic 

table underneath it. He used a gasoline engine water pump to fill the 

tank up every so often.  They had a hand pump on the well by the barn 

for the livestock. He survived the Great Depression, which left its indel-

ible mark. My grandfather still lived to 101. 

 
   When compared to our situation now, I guess we are not bad off. We 

are getting a very little taste of  life the way it was for most people in 

the twenties and thirties. So there you go!  

 

   Steve 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

2019 Gra-Neva A’s Meetings:  

 

November 23rd, “Souper Saturday” at Butter-
maker Cottage 12-2PM 

 

December 12/15 Sunday Meeting & Dinner at 
the Willo,  Drinks @ 5pm and Dinner at 6pm 
Sharp! 

 

UPCOMING Tours for 2019: Info contact  

Aaron Johnson re tours.   

 

Check Page 7 in Newsletter  

for more upcoming tours! 
 

 
Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2019 

 

 

 

************************************************************* 

 Cars & Coffee - every Saturday at Kmart GV from  

      8-10AM 

 

 Every Wednesday 3-5PM at Mel’s Diner in Auburn.  
Graffiti Night, bring you’re A’s and get 20% off your 
dinner. 

 

 
 
 
PS:  Phil Law-
rence you 
have “goodies” 
for the Jauary 
23rd, 2020 
mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Pierce,  
            your 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 

Hello all my friends! 
 
Well we definitely have Fall upon us!  Good old 
PG&E is saving us once again.  Who knows who is 
right or wrong on this?  Had no meeting this 
month due to possibility of power shut offs.  Of 
course nothing until late Saturday around 8PM for 
us.  They are saying it could last for 2-3 days.  I 
hope not. 
 
Well we had a wonderful Mystery Tour.  Thank 
you Aaron Johnson for planning it for us.  Lots of 
members came out for the one day extravaganza.  
Had wonderful weather too!   
 
There are lots more coming in the next couple of 
months.  Please stay tuned!  I will be posting emails 
re the “Souper Saturday” on 11/23 and Holiday 
Dinner on 12/15. 
 
Stay warm and see you at the luncheon on 11/23. 
Questions, call Kay Harms. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Your Editor, 
Sharon Pierce 
 
 

Gra-Neva Gram 

If you need any Technical advice, please 
contact Ron Pierce at 530-470-8930. 



4  

HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

 
Steve Straw knows of three ‘30-’31 

Roadsters for sale and he has infor-

mation on a ’31 pick-up truck and a 

’27 Roadster.  Contact Steve for 

more information. 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by 

the Elks Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/

free refills.  Please pay up! 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

pies, etc) will be brought in by in-

dividual members, alphabetically by 

last name each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Kay 

Harms or Steve Turnsk. 

 

************************** 

 

No meetings at the Elk’s 

for November and December 

 

 

11/3  Doug McKee 

11/4  Gerry Holzapple 

11/13  Deanna McKee 

11/20  Ryck Johnson 

11/21  Sally Walker 

11/24 Bridgette Holzapple 

11/26  Phil Drees    

 

12/4 Bob Ambrose 

12/5 Janet Spencer 

12/10  Jerry Dorville 

12/15  Karen Mitchell 

 

 

 

November - December 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

November– December 

 BIRTHDAYS 

 

11/9  Phil & Barbara 

            Lawrence 

 

 

 

 

 

12/23  Buzz & Jan 

              Elliott 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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GRA-NEVA MODEL A CLUB 

OCTOBER 24, 2019 

 

The October 2019 meeting of the Gra-Neva Model A Club is cancelled. PG&E has given notice 

our area will be without power due to red flag/high wind warning for October 23, 24 and possibly 

even additional days. 

 

There are several items that need to be shared with the club before the November 2019 meeting. 

 

1. The nominating committee (Sharon Pierce, Steve Turnsk, Kay Harms) have a slate of 

officers for 2020 to be presented to the club. This slate of officers will be voted on at the 

November 23, 2019 meeting. At the meeting in November, any club member present will have 

the opportunity to nominate additional member(s) for a specific office. 

The slate of officers for 2020 are as follows: 

President-----Aaron Johnson 

Vice President----Bill Mitchell 

Secretary-----Sandy Yanko 

Treasurer-----Jan Elliott 

Tour Chairman-----Vern Harms 

Membership-----Kristi Turnsk 

Editor-----Sharon Pierce 

 

2. Club dues for 2020 are to be paid by December 31, 2019. Cost of dues for 2020 will 

remain the same as 2019------$25.00. Please send your dues to Treasurer, Jan Elliott beginning 

November 1, 2019. Mail to Jan Elliott, c/o Gra-Neva Model A Club. PO Box 2415, Grass 

Valley, California 95945. (You can also give Jan a check (or cash) for your dues at the 

November meeting. 

 

3. The club November meeting will be on November 23, 2019 at the Buttermaker’s Cottage 

in Western Gateway Park in Penn Valley. It will be a “Souper Saturday” meeting. Four of our 

ladies in the club will be making different kinds of soup for our enjoyment. Club members with 

last names A-H, please bring a salad (serve 8) and members J-Z, bring a dessert (serve 8). You 

are responsible for your table service which should include a plate for salad, a bowl for soup, 

drinking glass or cup, eating utensils, napkins, placemats etc. (You might want to include two 

plates—one for salad, one for dessert.) The club will provide coffee and bottled water. If you 

wish to have a different beverage, please bring your own. NOVEMBER 23, 2019--- SOUPER 

SATURDAY---12:00 NOON. (We will start eating at 12:15PM). After our meal, we will have a 

short meeting, then adjourn so we can leave the cottage by 2:30PM as stated in our contract. 

 

4. Our Holiday Christmas Dinner is December 15, 2019 at the Willo Restaurant in Nevada 

City. Social hour starts at 5:00PM; dinner will be served at 6:00PM. This year, 2019, the club 

will be subsidizing $10.00 of each club member’s dinner. There are five (5) dinner choices. 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Each dinner includes salad, baked potato, ranch beans, garlic bread, ice cream and coffee. Price 

includes tax and tip. 

 

1. Medium steak (cooked medium unless requested differently) $24.00 (includes subsidy). 

2. Halibut $24.00 (includes subsidy.) 

3. Chicken $16.00 (includes subsidy.) 

4. Ribs $16.00 (includes subsidy.) 

5. Garden burger $8.00 (includes subsidy.) 

 

Make your check payable to Gra-Neva Model A Club for your holiday dinner(s) and sent to 

Treasurer, Jan Elliott, c/o Gra-Neva Model A Club, PO Box 2415, Grass Valley, California, 

95945. Please note your dinner choices on the memo line of your check. 

 

If there are additional items or information that needs to be shared with the club before the 

November meeting, please email me at harmsfarm64@gmail.com. 

 

Your Model A club president, 

Kay Harms 

Gra-Neva Gram 



7  
Gra-Neva Gram 

MODEL A CLUB TOUR SCHEDULE 

SAVE THESE DATES!! 

 

 

 

 

 

November 23Rd – Souper Saturday, the annual club Thanksgiving 

feast,  Buttermakers Cottage Arrive at 11:30ish, the cute cottage at 

the Park in Penn Valley “Western Gateway” 

 
December 15th – Annual Christmas dinner at the Willo in Nevada 

City.  Drinks at 5PM and Dinner at 6PM.  More discussion coming. 

 

December – Christmas lights tour date and time coming soon. 
 

 

 



8  

Gra-Neva Model A Club 

Board Meeting 

October 14, 2019 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM. Those present were Kay Harms, Steve Turnsk, 

Louise Baerresen, Jan Elliott, Sharon Pierce and Aaron Johnson. Kristi Turnsk was unable to 

attend this meeting. 

 

President, Kay Harms, read the minutes from the last board meeting held on February 28, 2019. 

Motion to approve by Sharon Pierce, second by Steve Turnsk. Minutes were approved. 

Treasurer, Jan Elliott, explained revenues and expenses for 2017, 2018 and the projected revenue 

and expenses for the rest of 2019. She also gave a brief projection for 2020. After discussion, 

Aaron Johnson made a motion to keep the Club dues at $25.00 per member family for 2020. 

Motion passed. 

 

More discussion followed regarding the left over money in the 2019 Mystery Tour fund. 

Eventually a motion was made by Jan Elliott and seconded by Sharon Pierce to use that money 

for the Club’s 60th anniversary picnic in 2020. Motion passed. 

 

A subsidy of $10.00 for each person will be paid by the Club for the Holiday Christmas dinner at 

the Willo restaurant. Also, regarding the Christmas Holiday dinner, there was discussion about 

gifts......Jan Elliott made a motion the Club buy five (5) gifts for men and five (5) gifts for 

women. Each person at the dinner will receive a raffle ticket. Five men’s numbers and five 

women’s numbers will be drawn to find the winners. There will be an option to buy one more 

ticket to “up the odds” of winning a gift. Seconded by Aaron Johnson. Motion passed. 

 

Aaron Johnson will be searching for another venue for Club meetings. Aaron also wants to start 

a Facebook page for our Club to increase our visibility on the “web”. More information on that 

subject later. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:55AM. 

 

Submitted by: 

Louise Baerresen, Secretary, Gra-Neva Model A Club 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Meeting at the Kmart shop-

ping center before taking off 

on our Mystery Tour.  Leader 

AJ Johnson. 

Ron Pierce, AJ and Adler Johnson, 

Dennis Westcot and Bill Yanko 

 

AJ giving directions on how we are going 

to our first destination. 

Listening: Ted Baerresen, Linda John-

son, Calvin and Virginia Campbell. 
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Mystery Tour 
1st stop - Auburn 

Listening to AJ: 

Kay Harms, Sandy and Bill Yanko 

Steve and Ruth Halverson 

Auburn Court House built  

in 1894 
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Women’s Jail along side the Court House. 

Passage way to Women’s Jail cell. 

AJ giving talk outside the jail 

cell. 
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Amazing to have done this in 1903! Beautiful ceiling light in the Court House. 

Halloween  decorations in two rooms 

within the Court House 
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Now if you’ve seen these two Scoundrels, hey $10,000 in Gold reward!! 

Our little Model A’s all in a row, outside the Auburn Court House. 



14  Gra-Neva Gram 

On the road to the Griffith Quarry  

Parked at the Griffith Quarry. 
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Dennis Westcot trying to make a deci-

sion on what milk shake to have? 

 

250 different kinds, I think…….. 

Taylors Ice Cream 

Parlor in Lincoln 

Talking outside the Quarry after 

our picnic lunch. 

Griffith Quarry Museum 
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Downtown Lincoln taking a 

load off! 

 

Linda Johnson 

Sharon Pierce 

Ted Baerresen 

Tour Director: AJ Johnson 

 
Ron Pierce looking on and the 

rest listening at Taylors Ice 

Cream stop after our picnic. 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 
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