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Gra-Neva Gram 

Meet your 2020 GraNeva A’s Board Members: 

 

Left: Kristi Turnsk, Sharon Pierce, Vern Harms, Jan Elliott, Sandy 

Yanko, Bill Mitchell and AJ (Aaron) Johnson 
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GRA-NEVA GRAM 

 

Kay Harms 

Steve Turnsk 

Jan Elliott 

Sharon Pierce 

Louise Baerresen 

Kristi Turnsk 

Aaron Johnson 

OFFICERS 

2019 

President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Editor 

Secretary 

Membership 

Tour Director 

 

272-4683 

274-7079 

273-5829 

470-8930 

274-2965 

274-7079 

477–5856 

ACCC 

Asst Editor 

B’days&Anniv. 

Historian 

Publicity 

Sheriff 

Sunshine 

Technical 

Webmaster

Bill Mitchell 

Karen Mitchell 

Janet Spencer 

Bill Mitchell 

Bobbie Whiting 

Steve Straw 

Janet Spencer 

Ron Pierce 

Bridgette Holzapple 

273-1620 

273-1620 

477-5570 

273-1620 

470-9191 

432-9132 

477-5570 

470-8930 

268-3800 

This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Nevada City on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Paulette’s Country Kitchen, Wednesday mornings 

about 7:00 a.m. in the “vault”. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

sappy1945@yahoo.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2019 

Vice-President’s Message for DECEBER 2019 

Sunshine Report 

We lost one of our old time members, Diane Bishop on November 23, 2019.  Please read the 

write up on page 6. 

 

Dear fellow members. 

 
Drama in the coop; two weeks ago I noticed a lone chicken hen 

pecking the ground on the road near our house. It was healthy and ro-

bust with a bright red comb standing straight up atop her head; a real 

cover girl hen. The next day I saw her again and caught her. It took an 

hour to catch her. Luckily I wore her out before I wore myself out.  

While talking with neighbors, I surmised that it was abandoned. To 

help integrate her with my flock I erected a barrier fence across the 

center of the caged coop so that they could acclimate safely. Until this 

time our rooster (Norm) would chase our three hens (Pecky, Specky, 

and Valdene) around their yard, and the three hens would scatter and 

fly up to the perch, away from the rooster. The dynamics suddenly 

changed when I placed the cover girl hen (Rhonda) in the coop area. 

The rooster immediately stood erect and no longer gave the three 

hens attention. The three hens started swarming the rooster, rubbing 

their bodies on the rooster’s chest.  I wonder what will evolve when I 

take down the barrier.   

 
Drama in the coupe; in my Model A coupe. During the Christ-

mas light tour, I got kind of lost. It was only for five minutes, but 

seemed like an eternity. After the tour some of the members gathered 

at Starbucks for coffee and cookies. Afterwards, Kristi and I got in our 

coupe and “clunk”, not enough battery juice to start the engine. It was 

easy to enlist everyone on the tour to push start the car, and they all 

did it with enthusiasm. This is yet another instance where it took every 

one of us to have a successful club. Thanks!  

 
Thank you Kay, you have been a GREAT president during the 

last two years.  You have kept a tight running, well-oiled ship.  Thanks 

to Vern, your energy and drive with being tour director brought us 

many adventures. Gratitude to Jan, for continuing to be our trustwor-

thy Treasurer. Thank you Louise, for being our faithful Secretary. Not to 

forget Kristi, for being dedicated with keeping track of our members. 

Without Sharon for being Editor-in-Chief we would all be lost. I thank 

myself for not getting into anyone’s way!   

 

        

Respectfully, Steve 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

2020 Gra-Neva A’s Meetings: (Thursday) 

 

January 23rd @7pm at the Elk’s Lodge in NC 

February 27th@ 7pm at the Elk’s Lodge in NC 

March 26th @7pm at the Elk’s Lodge in NC 

 

 

UPCOMING Model A Tours for 2020:  

 

1/1/20 - Hangover Tour at the Spencer’s.  
Meet at Kmart at 10AM.   

 

Please let the Spencer’s know if you are com-
ing.. 530/477-5570 

 

Check Page 5 in Newsletter  

for more upcoming tours! 
 

 
Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2020 

 

Stay tuned! 
 

 

 

************************************************************* 

 Cars & Coffee - every Saturday at Kmart GV from  

      8-10AM 

 

 
 
 
 
PS:  Phil Law-
rence you 
have “goodies” 
for the Janu-
ary 23rd, 
2020 mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Hello all my friends! 
 
Well we pulled it off!  Super fun Holiday 
Christmas Dinner at the Willo in Nevada 
City.  We had, I think a “record breaking” 
attendance of 43 people. 
We had present drawings for the guys and 
the gals.   
 
We swore in the 2020 Board Members.  
President: Aaron Johnson, Vice President: 
Bill Mitchell, Treasurer: Jan Elliott, Editor: 
Sharon Pierce, Secretary: Sandy Yanko,  
Membership Chairman: Kristi Turnsk, and 
last but not least, your Tour Chairman: Vern 
Harms. 
 
Looks like a great year ahead of us!  Now 
you have to come to your meetings, to see 
what’s next! 
 
Happy New Year to you! 
Sincerely,  
Your Editor, 
Sharon Pierce 
 

Gra-Neva Gram 

If you need any Technical advice, please 
contact Ron Pierce at 530-470-8930. 



4  

HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

 

Let me know if you have 

any “Haves or Wants”. 

 
Sharon Pierce 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by the Elks 

Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/free re-

fills.  Please pay up! 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

pies, etc) will be brought in by in-

dividual members, alphabetically by 

last name each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Aaron 

Johnson and/or Bill Mitchell 

 

************************** 

January: Phil Lawrence 

February: Roy Lebeck 

March: Doug McKee 

 

1/3  Danielle Alfaro 

1/3  Jennifer Johnson 

1/4  Debbie Luckinbill 

1/9  Gary Spencer 

1/20 Bobbie Whiting 

1/22 Barbara Lawrence 

1/24 Louise Baerresen 

1/24 Virginia Stevenson 

2/3 Barb White 

2/5  Karen Bansemer 

2/10 Larry Hubbard 

2/14 Weldon Travis 

2/16 Jan Elliott 

2/24 Steve Turnsk 

2/25 Christina Brodie 

2/26  Steve Straw 

January - February 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

January - February 

 BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

1/27  Bill & Sandy 

             Yanko 

 

 

 

 

 

2/27 Tim & Sally  

           Walker 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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MODEL A CLUB TOUR SCHEDULE 

SAVE THESE DATES!! 

 

 

 

 
January 1st - Hangover Tour, Meet at 10am at Kmart.  Short tour 

and end up at the Spencer’s.  If you haven’t signed up, please call 

Gary Spencer at 530/477-5570. 

 

More to come!! 
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Diane Bishop passed away in Columbia, Maryland on November 23rd, 2019.  
She was 82.  
 
Diane (along with her husband Howard) was active in the GraNeva A’s in the 
1990's. She was best known as the original walking Christmas tree in Nevada 
City.  
 
She wanted a Model A  just like the one she drove to school. A 1930 coupe was 
purchased. Diane did most of the mechanical work, installed a new interior and 
painted it in the Nevada City High School auto shop spray booth. Just like her 
original coupe this one was baby blue.  

This was sent to me by Steve Straw.  It was in the Obituaries in the Union.   

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Holiday Christmas Dinner Party -  
12/15/19 @ the Willo in Nevada City 

Louise Baerresen and Janet Spencer 

Steve Straw and Marty Clampitt 

Kristi and Steve 

Turnsk 

Ted and Louise Baerresen  
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Left side front: Irene Travis, Doug & Deanna McKee, Kay and Vern Harms 

Right side front: Ron Stuckey, Calvin & Virginia Campbell, Janet & Gary Spencer 
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Front: Bob & Bobbie Whiting, Steve & Kristi Turnsk, Linda and Ryck Johnson 
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Ron and Sharon Pierce 

Weldon & Irene Travis 

Ryck and Linda Johnson 

Roy Lebeck and Karen Bansemer   
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Virginia and Calvin Campbell 

Bill and Sandy Yanko 

Doug and Deanna 

          McKee 

Bob Bickelman and friend Cecelia 
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Christmas 

lights tour 

December 19th, 

2019 

Lights display on one of the many 

streets in Grass Valley. 

 

Thanks to Bill & Karen Mitchell ! 
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Last stop after the “Lights Tour” was Starbucks in Grass Valley 

Front: 

Kay Harms 

Karen Mitchell 

Vicky Straw 

Steve Straw 

Ron Stuckey 

Front: 

Vern Harms 

Kristi Turnsk 

Bill Mitchell 

Steve Turnsk 

Ron Pierce 

Same as picture above… me added :) 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 


