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Gra-Neva Gram 

Say “hello” to our new President…. Aaron (AJ) Johnson.   

Hold on to your hats for a fun 2020!!! 
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GRA-NEVA GRAM 

Aaron Johnson 

Bill Mitchelll 

Jan Elliott 
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Vern Harms 
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Tour Director 
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Sheriff 

Sunshine 
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Webmaster

Bill Mitchell 

Karen Mitchell 
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Bill Mitchell 

Bobbie Whiting 

Steve Straw 
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Ron Pierce 

Bridgette Holzapple 

273-1620 

273-1620 
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432-9132 

477-5570 

470-8930 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Nevada City on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Paulette’s Country Kitchen, Wednesday mornings 

about 7:00 a.m. in the “vault”. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2020 

President’s Message for JANUARY 2020 

Sunshine Report 

Have some sad news, Ray Hugenberger passed away January 9th.  He had open-heart surgery 

about a month ago, had his Post-Op and was going for an ice-cream with Denise.  He passed out 

in the car and went to hospital. He passed later that afternoon.  Prayers to his wife Denise and 

family.  Ray was a long time friend to my husband Ron for over 20 yrs. 

 

Dear Club, 

Well 2020 is off to a very quick start.  It’s hard to believe that another decade 

has arrived and that it’s been nearly a decade since I was President last.  I saw 

my first ever President’s message the other day, forwarded by a member and 

my “oh my” has the last 10 years changed.   

I still have the 1929 Woody. I still have Jenn, both the dog and cat mentioned 

have long since passed.  Now we have three crazy dogs that consume much of 

our days and join on most adventures, oh and now there’s an Adler too.  This 

fine young boy was hand raised in this club.  He has literally spent thousands of 

miles in this old Woody and hopefully will want to do thousands more.  He’s a 

great asset to have in the car as he will remind me of missed turns, missed fuel 

opportunities, missed food opportunities, and will constantly remind me we are 

NOT “there yet.”   

We hope this club can find its way and get back to touring and eating and con-

versing, but most of all just enjoying our old cars and each other.  I implore you 

to each take time this year to find someone new to take on tour or extend an 

invite to join us for a meeting.  Further, we need to really look at how we sur-

vive as a club and gain strength as the years go on.  I have some ideas around 

this very subject, as well as some potential new meeting locations that get us 

into the public eye.   

This is our 60th year, a true momentous occasion.  We are one of the oldest 

Model A clubs in the nation and we have a lot of good years left.  Suggest tour 

ideas and get them to Vern Harms, they can be short, they can be long, but let’s 

get out and do them.  May will bring our 60th Celebration and I’ll need a team 

to help plan.  There will of course be a President’s Tour and I’m even thinking of 

a way to pull off a drive in movie, lawn chairs optional.   

Feel free to call or email anytime with ideas, questions, concerns, or cars for 

sale, just don’t tell Jenn. 

Godspeed, 

AJ 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

2020 Gra-Neva A’s Meetings: (Thursday) 
 
February 27th@ 7pm at the Elk’s Lodge in NC 
March 26th @7pm at the Elk’s Lodge in NC 
April 23rd @7pm at the Elk’s Lodge in NC 
 
 
UPCOMING Model A Tours for 2020:  
 
Please check meeting minutes  
for more information. Pages 4 & 5. 
 
Feb 13th - Thursday, Tulip Mania Festival, Pier 
39 in San Francisco.  Meet at Kmart at 7am, 
let Vern Harms know if you are interested. 
 
Feb 23rd, Sunday - Pancake Breakfast Fund-
raiser. Meet at Kmart at 9am - see minutes for 
more info. 
 
March 7th, Saturday - Brake Seminar at the 
Harms Farm.  10am 

 
 

Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2020 
 

Stay tuned……. 
 
 
************************************************************* 
 Cars & Coffee - every Saturday at Kmart GV from  
      8-10AM 

 

 

 
 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Pierce,  
            your 
Editor 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Hello all my friends! 

 

Hopefully you all had a good time at the 
Hangover Tour 1/1.  Thanks to the Spencer’s 
for having it this year. 

 

So sorry I missed the first meeting of the 
year.  I had foot surgery and I wasn’t aware 
of the recouping time.  Learn something 
new all the time! 

 

It sounds like it was a great meeting, a large 
turnout.  We always love seeing you! 

 

I’ve sent reminders about the memorial for 
Ray Hugenberger, so if you plan on attend-
ing I will plan on being there.  Hopefully will 
be on the mend. 

 

Happy New Year to you! 

Sincerely,  

Your Editor, 

Sharon Pierce 

 

 

 

PS:  Roy Lebeck you have “goodies” for the 
February 27th, 2020 mtg. 

 

 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 

If you need any Technical advice, please 
contact Ron Pierce at 530-470-8930. 
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The meeting was called to order by President Aaron Johnson at 7:00 pm.  He introduced himself as the new 

President for 2020.  He then named or introduced all the officers for 2020.  Bill Mitchell, Vice President; Sandy Yanko, Secretary; 

Jan Elliott, Treasurer; Sharon Pierce, Editor; Kristi Turnsk, Membership; Jennifer Johnson, Sunshine; Vern Harms, Tour Chairman.  

A motion was made by Phil Drees and seconded by Steve Turnsk to approve the minutes of the November 2019 meeting as 

printed.  The minutes were approved.  Two guests were announced – Cathy Corliss and Linda Fisher. 

 

REPORTS: 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT – No report, absent 

  

SECRETARY – No report 

 

TREASURER – In Jan Elliott’s absence, Virginia Campbell reviewed the club financial records and approved them. She explained 

the club is exempt from taxes as an IRC 501(c)(7) social club.  She explained that criteria necessary to meet the code require-

ments include (1) having elected officers, (2) income is derived substantially from dues and miscellaneous assessments, (3) club 

earnings are not available for use by an individual, (4) the club does not discriminate, and (5) the club does not sell goods or ser-

vices.   

 

EDITOR – No Report, absent 

 

MEMBERSHIP – Kristi Turnsk welcomed two new members , Jim and Debbie Luckinbill and gave them their name badges. 

 

PUBLICITY – No report 

 

SUNSHINE – No report, absent 

 

TECHNICAL – No report, absent 

 

TOUR CHAIRMAN – Vern Harms reported that our January 1 Hangover Tour was the best ever!  We enjoyed a great ride to Janet 

and Gary Spencer’s home.  There we enjoyed a wonderful potluck meal highlighted by traditional black-eyed peas and greens. 

 

UPCOMING TOURS: 

 

FEBRUARY 13 – THURSDAY – Pier 39, San Francisco.  Tulip Mania Festival.  Meet at Kmart, 7:00 am.  

(This is a modern car tour.) We will drive to Vallejo where we will take the Ferry from there to Pier 41 and then walk to Pier 39.  On 

our drive home we will stop at the Sizzler in Auburn for dinner. 

 

FEBRUARY 23 – SUNDAY - Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser for 8th grade graduation trip to NYC/DC.   

Meet at Kmart, 9:00 am.  The event is at Union Hill School.  Breakfast is $8.00.  Bring your antique car and put Club Placard in 

window. 

 

MARCH 7 – SATURDAY – Brake Seminar.  Ron Pierce, Teacher.  Harms Farm.  10:00 am. 

 

APRIL – TBA 

 

MAY – TBA This month is the Club’s 60th Anniversary.  We are one of the oldest clubs in the USA.   

Aaron Johnson is in charge.  Vern Harms and Steve Straw will join in planning. 

 

JUNE 27 – SATURDAY – Forest Hill Redwoods Tour & Picnic.  Tour Leader – Baerresens.  

 

JULY 4 – SATURDAY – 4th of July Parade in Nevada City. 

 

AUGUST – Empire Mine Miner’s  Picnic 

 

SEPTEMBER – TBA.  Kristi Turnsk offered an idea of going to the Montalvo Winery in Chicago Park. 

Gra-Neva Gram 

General Meeting Minutes for January 23, 2020 
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OCTOBER – Mystery Tour?  Need a leader. 

 

NOVEMBER – “Souper Saturday” 

 

DECEMBER – TBA 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

SPRING HILLCLIMB by F.A.S.T Norcal will be Saturday, April 25 in Auburn.  Announced by Steve Straw. 

 

SWAP MEET TURLOCK this weekend January 25 & 26.  Announced by Steve Turnsk. 

 

Members we have lost: 

Past President Bob Campbell recently passed away in Arizona.  He was also a past President of Horseless Carriages of America.  

Ray Hren, Ray Hugenburger and Diane Bishop have also passed away just recently.  Sharon has sent an email with information 

for Ray Hugenberger’s Memorial on January 31 at 1:00 pm at the Twin Cities Church 

 

A Square Dance Class at the Grange was announced. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

ACCC Newsletter – Aaron said a newsletter had recently been published. Our ACCC Chair is not here tonight to discuss. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

MEETING LOCATION - Aaron discussed the possibility of looking for a new meeting location.  While the facilities at the Elks Club 

are considered good, very few members drive their Model A’s to the meetings.  It was thought this might be due to the remote 

(out of town) location and how dark it is at night in the winter.  A meeting location where members were more likely to bring their 

cars might be more desirable and provide more visibility for the club.  A number of possible locations were discussed.  Steve 

Turnsk mentioned the club could also get more visibility by occasionally doing group breakfasts, lunches, or dinners at restaurant 

locations where more people would see the cars.   John Burnside mentioned the Briar Patch Community Room as a possible 

meeting location.  He indicated he would get more information.  No decision was made regarding a change from the Elks Club.  It 

was noted that we have a very good venue at a very reasonable price ($50 per night) at the Elks Club. 

 

FACEBOOK PAGE LAUNCH – Aaron Johnson announced he has launched a Face Book page for the Club.  It will help increase our 

visibility to wider group of people who may be interested in the club.  It is titled GRA-NEVA-A and when you find it on Facebook you 

have to hit Like to get in.  It is a non-profit page and we can take photos during an event and post them on to the page. 

 

WEBSITE MANAGER – Aaron spoke about the Club eventually may need a website manager since the Bridgette and Jerry Holzap-

ple have moved away.  Bridgette has told Sharon Pierce she will continue managing the website, until someone wishes to take it 

over. 

 

ATTENDANCE AWARD – The winner Phil Drees won $10. 

 

50-50 RAFFLE – The winner was Gary Spencer and he won $35. 

 

ADJOURNMENT - President Aaron Johnson thanked Phil Lawrence for the cookies tonight.  Special thanks to Phil for going above 

and beyond.  He has moved to Auburn and has discontinued his membership but still wanted to take his turn bringing cookies to 

all his friends.  Vern Harms moved and Phil Drees seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting.  All agreed and the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Sandy Yanko, Secretary 

 

ATTENDEES: Calvin& Virginia Campbell, Janet & Gary Spencer, Jack & Cathy Corliss, Bill & Sandy Yanko, Vicky & Steve Straw, 

Marty Clampitt, Philip Lawrence, Roy Lebeck, Jerry Dorville, Bob Ambrose, Bob & Bobbie Whiting, Aaron Johnson, Kristi & Steve 

Turnsk, Kay & Vern Harmes, Ron Stuckey, Jim Luckinbill, and Phil Drees & Linda Fisher 

Gra-Neva Gram 

Continued…... 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

 

Let me know if you have 

any “Haves or Wants”. 

 
Sharon Pierce 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by the Elks 

Lodge for $1.00 per cup w/free re-

fills.  Please pay up! 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

pies, etc) will be brought in by in-

dividual members, alphabetically by 

last name each month.  

  

Any questions or can’t make it to 

the meeting, please contact Aaron 

Johnson and/or Bill Mitchell 
 

************************** 

February: Roy Lebeck 

March: Doug McKee 

April: Bill Mitchell 

 

2/3 Barb White 
2/5  Karen Bansemer 
2/14 Weldon Travis 
2/16 Jan Elliott 
2/22  Dorothy Johnson 
2/24 Steve Turnsk 
2/26  Steve Straw 
 
 

3/12  Virginie Pelpel 
3/14  Marty Clampitt 
3/21  Georges Pelpel 
3/27  Ron Stuckey 
3/30  Kay Harms 
 
 
 

February - March 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

February - March 

 BIRTHDAYS 

 
2/27 Tim & Sally  
           Walker 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3/22  Bob & Bobbie 
            Whiting 
 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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We had 15 cars on a short tour of the Grass Valley countryside, ending up 
with 34 people at the Spencer home for a delightful brunch. The food was 
plentiful and delicious and the friendly conversation lasted for hours.  

Thanks to our Model A buddies for coming and sharing their day with us.  

Janet and Gary Spencer 

Hangover Tour  

1/1/2020  

At the Spencer’s 

home. 

Parking around the corner. 

And at the house! 

All Shoes off!! 
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The Johnson’s: Jennifer, Adler and 

your new President, AJ Johnson 

Ryck Johnson, Jack 

Corliss, Buzz Elliott, and 

Cathy Corliss 

Vicky Straw, Sandy 

Yanko, Kristi Turnsk 

and Bobbie Whiting 

The Hangover 
Tour 
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First table: 
Louise Baerresen’s 

sister and brother-in

-law, Ted &Louise 

Baerresen, Bill & 

Sandy Yanko. 

 

Back Table: 
Calvin Campbell 

and friend Jack, Ja-

net Spencer, Dean-

na & Doug McKee 

 

Louise Baerresen’s 

sister and brother-in-

law Cristina and 

Dudley and Ted 

Baerresen on the 

right 
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Front left: Bobbie Whit-

ing, Kristi & Steve 

Turnsk, Phil Drees and 

Linda Fisher, Vicky 

Straw, Bob Ambrose, 

Gary Spencer and end 

of table, Bob Whiting. 

Front left: 
Adler, Aaron and Jen-

nifer Johnson. 

 

Front right: 
Vern Harms with 

friends. 
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Left:  
Ryck Johnson and 

Linda Johnson, 

Jack Corliss and 

on the right Cathy 

Corliss. 

And a little nap 

time for our 

friend Steve 

Turnsk. 
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Bill & Sandy Yanko 
 

We bought our home in Lake Wildwood in 1998 but didn’t move here full time from southern Cal until 2004 
after we retired.  An old (1951 Bonanza) airplane moved here along with us, but the time came that I had to 
trade in the wings. But somehow it just seemed I needed an old machine to take care.  Probably as many of 
you, I remember building plastic models of antique cars (do those still exist?) as a kid and Model A’s were al-
ways a favorite. So, we started looking. We got lucky and found our 1931 Deluxe Roadster locally at Original 
Classics in Auburn.  Doug Archbold, the owner is a classic car dealer and detailer. He got the car at an auction 
of part of a private collection in Gilroy, CA. This collector had some really rare cars, such as an 1899 Marlboro 
Steam Car.  Doug was the person who told us there was a Model A Club in Grass Valley and we looked up the 
website. 
 

We have one son and daughter-in-law, and two grandsons (3-1/2 & 5) in the LA area.  They’ve sat in the Model 
A but haven’t gone for a ride yet. I’m sure that’s coming up this summer.  Sandy and I are involved in Lake 
Wildwood activities and love all that the greater “GraNeva” area has to offer.  We’re enjoying getting to know 
the club members better as we’ve attended more events this year. The LA freeways are becoming more terror-
izing every time we go to visit.  This is home now. 

New Member Profile 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 


