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Gra-Neva Gram 

This was our tour February 18th, 2015 to the SF Bay Coffee Company in 

Lincoln that was scheduled for 3/20th,  that sadly got cancelled.   

 
I just thought it would be fun to share this “oldie” photo.  See any faces 

you can identify? 
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This is the newsletter of the Gra-Neva A’s (Grass Val-

ley/Nevada City) Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA.)  Feel free to use information here, 

with credit. 

 

Club members may place a business card size 

advertisement in this paper for a small fee; contact the 

Treasurer.  

Club meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at Elks Lodge in Nevada City on  

Highway 20 at 7:00 p.m. We welcome all guests.  

 

If you are interested in a membership in MAFCA;  

write to MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress, La Habra, CA  

90631 

 

Also join us for an informal get-together at the  

Paulette’s Country Kitchen, Wednesday mornings 

about 7:00 a.m. in the “vault”. 

 

Items for the newsletter can be 

emailed to: 

sharonpierce1945@gmail.com 

 

Check our Website at: 

Granevaas.com  

for past newsletters 

SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS - 2020 

President’s Message for MARCH 2020 

Sunshine Report 

Karen Mitchell’s Father passed away this month; he was also Jenn Johnson’s Grandpa.  Condolences to the two 

families.  They are all in our prayers. 

Hello everyone, 
 
Well these certainly are odd times.  I know for certain it’s the 
most curious series of events I’ve lived through.  I truly hope 
that each and every one of you is well and your families too.   
 
Being locked inside has let me reflect on why I love our little 
club so much. It’s the BS’ing after a meeting, over coffee, on a 
tour, or at someone’s house.  It’s the simple pleasure of a car 
that has survived the last 90 years and keeps going.  The secu-
rity of knowing that if I must head for the hills that I have a car 
that will make it there and back.  If I can only take one, it won’t 
be controlled by a computer.   
 
I do miss driving right now, I miss that crisp early spring air and 
the longer days.  I’m thinking of putting together the first an-
nual stay in your car tour, or social distancing tour, whatever 
you want to call it.  I do know one thing for certain, after all 
this isolation everyone better have their cars in running shape, 
what else do you have to do!?   
 
So spend time with family, rest, work on your cars, order long 
overdue and over needed parts, and catch up on some good 
movies.  Adler just finished The World’s Fastest Indian, and he 
loved it.  Oddly, Burt Munro reminded him of someone in our 
club.  You can guess who that is and let me know when we 
meet again.   
 
Be safe, hunker down, order toilet paper online and God-
speed. 
 
AJ 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bold & underlined print dates show official club events.  

Italic print dates show events of general interest 

2020 Gra-Neva A’s Meetings: (Thursday) 
 
March 26th Meeting closed until further notice. 
April 23rd @7pm at the Elk’s Lodge in NC 
May 28th @ 7 pm at the Elk’s Lodge in NC 
 
 
UPCOMING Model A Tours for 2020:  
 

Cancelled until further notice….. 
 
Please check meeting minutes for more  
information. (page 5) 

 
 

Upcoming Shows/Swap Meets 2020 (????) 
 
April 4th, Sacramento - Classic Car and Parts Swap 
meet, Cal Expo, 7am - 1pm. Info 916-955-8777 

 

May 2nd, Saturday - Downtown Car Show, Main 
Street, 10am to 3pm.  Info call: 530-272-8315 
 
June 7th, Auburn - Motherlode Model T Club’s 46th 
Annual Swap Meet, Gold Country Fairgrounds, 5am to 
3pm 
 
 

************************************************************* 
 Cars & Coffee - every Saturday at Kmart GV from  
      8-10AM 
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EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Hello all my friends~ 

 
Well those who attended I think it’s fair to say the Brake 
Seminar on March 14th at Vern Harms barn was a com-

plete success.  Thank you Ron Pierce.   

 
There were parts from Ray Huggenberger’s garage that 
were sold to get money to help Denise out.  It was a 

huge success.  When we took the money to her she was 

in tears.  Thanks guys for helping her out. 

 
I decided with Aaron’s approval to put out a newsletter 
for March.  Hope you enjoy.  I searched for old pictures 
to give you something to look at.  Some aren’t real clear, 

but I think they are still fun! 

 

Be safe, please. 
 

Sincerely,  

Your Editor, 

Sharon Pierce 
 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gra-Neva Gram 

If you need any Technical advice, please 
contact Ron Pierce at 530-470-8930. 
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HAVES AND WANTS 

Thanks to Janet Spencer  

for birthday &  

anniversary  INFORMATION 

 

Let us know if you have 

any “Haves or Wants” at 

the next meeting. 

 
 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Coffee will be supplied by 

the Elks Lodge for $1.00 

per cup w/free refills.  Please pay 

up! 

 

*** Meeting refreshments (ie cookies, 

pies, etc) will be brought in by in-

dividual members, alphabetically by 

last name each month.  

  

Any questions re refreshments or 

can’t make it to the meeting, please 

contact Aaron Johnson and/or Bill 

Mitchell 
 

************************** 

CANCELLED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE… 

 

April: Doug McKee 

May: Bill Mitchell 

June: Scott Nance 
 

4/1 Vicky Straw 
4/1  Buzz Elliott 
4/27 Dale White 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5/6 Ron Pierce 
5/8 Myra Clampitt 
5/9 Theodore Johnson 
5/16 Cathy Corliss 
5/24 John Burnside 
5/30 Vern Harms 
5/30 Sharon Pierce 
5/31 Dennis Westcot 
 

April - May 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

April - May 

 BIRTHDAYS 

 
4/13  Marty & Myra 
          Clampitt 
4/14  Ryck & Linda 
          Johnson 
4/28  Ron & Sharon 
          Pierce 
 

 
5/8 Ted & Louise 
       Baerresen 
 
5/21 Gary & Janet 
        Spencer 
 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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2020 TOUR SCHEDULE  

VERN HARMS—TOUR CHAIRMAN 272-4683  

 

All Tours Cancelled until further Notice….. 

 

April 19, 2020 Saturday-----BBQ and Radio Control planes Demonstration Tour leaders, Calvin and 
Virginia Campbell.  

April 25, 2020 Saturday----- FAST Hill Climbs in Auburn. - Steve Straw, 9AM @ Kmart  CANCELLED 

May 12, 2020 Tuesday------Ice Cream @ Baskin Robbins 6:00-8:00 PM  

May 30---Club’s 60th Anniversary Celebration. Aaron Johnson is in charge. 11-4pm, checking Lake 
Wildwood. 

June 9, 2020 Tuesday----- Ice Cream @ Baskin Robbins 6:00-8:00 PM  

June 27, 2020 Saturday----- Forest Hill Redwoods Tour & Picnic. Ted Baerresen Tour Leader  

July 4, 2020 Saturday 4th of July Parade Nevada City Phil Drees, Tour Leader  

July 14, 2020 Tuesday----- Ice Cream @ Baskin Robbins 6:00 - 8:00 PM  

August 11, 2020 Tuesday----- Ice Cream @ Baskin Robbins 6:00 - 8:00 PM  

August -------- Empire Mine Miner’s Picnic  

September 13th Winery Tour Steve and Kristi Turnsk Tour Leaders -  1:30 @ Kmart 

September 15, 2020 Tuesday----- Ice Cream @ Baskin Robbins 6:00 - 8:00 PM  

October 3, 2020 Saturday----- LWW Car Show/Picnic/ Pontoon Boat Ride  

Bill and Sandy Yanko Tour Leaders  

October 13, 2020 Tuesday---- Ice Cream @ Baskin Robbins 6:00 - 8:00 PM  

October ------- Mystery Tour????? 
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MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS   
 

GEORGES & VIRGINIE PELPEL 

 

 
Georges Pelpel studied business in his native country of France but wanted the experience of working in 

the United States. He and his wife, Virginie, moved to Southern California in 1983 where Georges initial-

ly worked as an internal auditor.  Soon, he became interested in small computers and bought a MacIn-

tosh and wrote one of the first business accounting programs for MacIntosh.  Eventually, he was writing 

customizable small business accounting programs. 

 

He and Virginie lived and worked in the Bay Area.  Through his passion for photography, he read about 

the fall colors in Nevada City and became familiar with this area.  For almost five years, they looked in 

the area for a retirement home.  They’d sold their house in Lafayette and were preparing to rent here 

when they finally found the right house and moved to Grass Valley in July 2018. Georges hasn’t fully re-

tired. He still has clients, some dating back to 1985, but Virginie did stopped tutoring students in 

French. 

 

Georges comes from a car family and loves old cars. One grandfather in France was a coach builder for 

trucks. The other gave Georges his classic 1956 black Citroen, although he had to sell it when he 

moved to America. He fell in love with Ford Model As which he discovered were not too expensive and 

could give him some hands-on experience. He bought a 1929 Model A Sports Coupe in Medford, Ore-

gon, that was fully restored in the ‘80s and stored for 20 years. He’s anxious to learn how to work on 

the car but is having to juggle his time between his work, doing house and yard projects, and being very 

active in the local camera club. 

 

Glad to have you as new members, Georges and Virginie! 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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MEET OUR NEW MEMBER   
 

ROY LEBECK 

 

New member Roy Lebeck has been into building cars since high school when he and a friend bought a Model A Roadster in ex-

change for an Indian Motorcycle and $25. Unfortunately, the car not only leaked water, when he finally got it home he discov-

ered it had two cracked cylinders – and the guy who sold it to him never showed up for work again!  In the ‘60s, he was more 

into Pontiac Supercars and drag racing, and motorcycles, and then tractors.  After living and working as a mechanic in Fairfield 

for over 40 years, he retired in 1999 and he and his wife moved to Penn Valley in 2000. 

 

A couple years after his wife died in 2003, he decided he wanted to build a roadster. After years of working on it off and on, he’s 

ended up with a replica of a 1926 Model T Roadster with a modified Mercury Marine boat engine. His lady friend and partner for 

14 years, Karen Bansemer, fell in love with the car on her first ride! 

 

Now he wants a new project. He started with a 1929 AA commercial truck but found parts are hard to come by and expensive.  

After a chance meeting with Steve Straw at Lee Wilbur’s welding shop, he learned about the local F.A.S.T. club. Then after meet-

ing Steve Turnsk and seeing Steve’s assortment of car parts, Steve Turnsk convinced Roy that he had enough parts to help Roy 

build a 1929 Model A pickup truck.  Roy has always liked Model A pickups, although he’s not a fan of Ford engines.  

 

Through these members, Roy learned about Gra-Neva A’s and became a member last August. He and Karen attended the Holi-

day Party at the Willo and Roy regularly attends the Wednesday morning breakfasts, now held in the vault at Paulette’s Country 

Kitchen (and continuing even during the coronavirus shutdown because Paulette’s has permission to stay open to serve break-

fast to the local PG&E workers!) 

 

Welcome to Gra-Neva A’s, Roy and Karen! 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Bridgeport 04/11/09  

Steve Turnsk Dale & Barbara Whiting 

Ted and Louise Baerresen Denia & Larry Hubbard 

Myra Clampitt, Dale and Barbara White Jim Doyle and Remmy 
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Christmas 2009 

Jan Westmore and Sharon Pierce 
Ray Huggenberger and Ron Pierce 

Theodore and Dorothy Johnson, left side Bill Toensing 



10  Gra-Neva Gram 

50TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY FOR 

THE GRANEVA A’S -  5/22/2010 

Bill Gleason 

Mary Lou Drees and Tommy Osborne 

Jerry Dorville and Steve Turnsk 

Denise & Ray Hugenberger 

Hubley Races 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY  

PARTY FOR  

THE  

GRANEVA A’S  

5/22/2010 

Aaron Johnson and Bill Gleason 

Ray’s old 1930 AA truck 

Denia and Larry Hubbard 

Denise & Ray Hugenberger 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Daffodil Tour - Mar 2015  

Left: Sharon Pierce, Sandy, my brother Gary, Bob Ambrose 

Right: Jan & Buzz Elliott, Ron Pierce 
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The Straws 

Gra-Neva Gram 

Mother's Day - May 2015  

Ted Baerresen, Steve Straw, Buzz Elliott, Marty 

Clampitt and Tommy Osborne 

Louise Baerresen, Vicky Straw, Jan Elliott, Myra 

Clampitt, and  
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Barn Party, Humbug Days 

&  Succession Days - June 2015  

Buzz Elliott and Weldon Travis 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 
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Advertiser’s Page 

Gra-Neva Gram 


